DISTZ^ICTS 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

mTiIC/\L  OFFICER  OF  HE/iTH 
for  the  year 

1971  . 


HENLEY  BOROUGH 
BICESTER  URBAjN  DISTRICT 
TILV.aJ  U’RB.m  DISTRICT 
BULLIrJGDON  RURIJ.  DISTRICT 
HEMIDY  RUR/I.  DISTRICT 
PLOUGHLEY  RURi'i  DISTRICT 


DR.  P.  M.  GPDEN 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  N.R.S.H.,  M.^.C.M. 


112,  London  Road,  Headington,  0:cford  . 

0x3  9  AW. 


TelerH'ione:  Oxford  62239. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30115140 


Annual  Report  197^ 


Order  of  sections: 

Preamble,  including  Llilk  and  V/ater  supplies. 
Vital  Statistics. 

Borough  of  Herley-on-Thames . 

Bicester  Urban  District. 

Thame  Urban  District. 

Bullingdon  Rural  District. 

Henley  Rural  District. 

Ploughley  Rural  District. 


1 


ANT'IU/i  REPORT  OP  THE  IvEDICii  OFFICER  OP  HEiiLTH 
FOR  SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBIHED  DISTRICTS 

1971 


To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Constituent  Authorities o 
My  Lord,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report,  drawn  up  in  acco-’'^anoe 
v/ith  the  Circular  1  /72  issued  hy  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Securit;^, 

As  an  environmental  entity  the  Combined  Districts  presents  nearly  all  the 
facets  of  human  activities  within  a  geographical  area  of  some  36O  square  miles ^ 
or  a  quarter  of  a  million  acres.  Vievred  from  space  the  outline  is  somevdiat  like 
a  dumb-bell  in  shape,  AO  miles  long,  north  to  south,  with  the  central  constriction 
mainly  formed  by  the  eastern  border  of  the  City  of  Oxford.  The  northern  section, 
vdiich  is  that  part  of  the  county  east  of  the  River  Cherv/ell,  is  predominantly  flat 
good  quality  agricultural  land.  The  natural  centre  for  this  section  is  the 
market  town  of  Bicester,  which  also  containes  some  light  industry®  Apart  from 
sustaining  a  large  garrison  of  HoM® Forces  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  Bicester  has 
the  distinction  of  increasing  its  population  by  over  the  past  5  years® 

The  southern  section  of  the  dumb-bell  has  the  River  Thames  as  its  western 
and  southern  borders  as  yrell  as  Reading  County  Borough®  That  part  adjoini^  the 
City  of  Oxford  contains  a  large  part  of  the  industrial  complex  associated  vo-th 
the  motor  industry®  South  and  east  of  Oxford  the  area  is  once  again  mral,  being 
primarily  good  agricultural  land®  The  section  is  bisected  east  to  Yi^est  by  the 
limestone  escarpment  of  the  Chilterns®  Progressing  southwards  through  this  area 
of  outstanding  natural  beauty  one  passes  through  beech  forests,  agricultural  land, 
stockbroker  belts  and  commuter  development  to  the  borders  of  Readir^ig  and  the 
Municipal  Borough  of  Henley-on-Thames, 

The  Combined  Districts  contains  six  airfields,  four  bf  which  are  military, 
and  there  are  two  cement  factories®  The  vliole  area  is  served  by ^ two  vsrater 
authorities;  reports  of  their  Chief  Engineers  are  included  in  this  report® 

This  description  is  presented  for  two  reasons®  Firstly  to  shov/  the 
great  variety  of  environment  monitored  by  tMs  office,  and  also  to  drav/  attention 
to  the  possibility  of  boundary  changes  under  Local  Covemment  reorganisation 
eliminating  the  Combined  Districts  as  an  entity.  Records  available  at  this 
office  show  Annual  Reports  from  1933  onv/ards®  Com^e  the  appointed  day  (1st  April, 
197A)  there  should  be  a  record  of  40  years  of  the  health  circumstances  in  this 
part  of  Oxfordshire® 

1971  did  not  shov/  any  cataclysmic  changes,  only  certain  inexorable 
trends  continue®  The  total  population  has  increased  to  133? 240  and  the  deaths 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  have  increased  from  52  in  the  previous  year  to  69® 

In  these  days  when  pollution  is  uppemost  in  people’s  minds  and  r^ven  lay  persons 
are  familiar  with  terms  such  as  eco-system  and  eutropism  it  is  si^ri sing  that 
non-smokers  are  not  much  more  militant  in  standing  up  for  their  rights  to  ^ rea  e 
unadulterated  air  in  their  homes,  v/ork  places,  and  public  areas  of  entertai^en 
and  refreshment.  Certainly  it  is  unpleasant  to  have  to  breathe  other  people  s 
exhaled  smoke  or,  in  other  words,  be  a  secondary  smoker®  Perhaps  local 
authorities  could  give  a  public-spirited  lead  by  making  their  committees  (Public 
Health  Committee  in  particular)  smokeless!  Another  piece  of  health  education 
by  example  could  also  be  practised  by  the  local  authorities.^  Some  authorities 
still  require  bins  to  be  placed  by  householders  on  the  kerbside® ^  This  require 
ment  could  be  challenged  on  the  ground  that  authorities  are  required  to  remove 
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bins  from  the  'premises' .  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  bins  containing 
anything  were  talcen  from  the  most  accessible  border  of  the  property.  In  this 
way  one  avoids  depositing  rubbish  on  the  public  highway,  and  may  also  avoid  a 
liighway  nuisance  and  liability  for  accidents  to  road  users. 

The  pollution  problem  in  South  Oxon  generally  is  closely  monitored 
There  is  excellent  co-operation  '  tvdxt  this  off:  ce  and  the  Planning  Department 
in  relation  to  proposed  farm  development,  new  schools,  and  housing  development. 
During  197"'  the  building  of  houses  immediately  adjacent  to  a  cement  factory  v/as 
successfully  prevented,  and  all  new  school  plans  are  submitted  for  advice  or 
hygienic  planning  of  toilets  and  kitchens,  I  v/ould  like  to  see  this  aspect 
extended  so  that  all  planning  applications  can  be  seen  by  the  Public  Health 
Department,  There  are  many  aspects  affecting  the  environment  for  v/hich  the 
Community  Physician  of  the  future  organisation  should  be  responsible.  This 
responsibility  seems  likely  to  be  discharged  by  the  secondment,  from  the  Area 
Health  Authority,  of  a  Community  Physician  to  the  new  District  Authority.  To 
facilitate  this  advisory  capacity  there  must  be  direct  contact  to  the  district 
public  health  department.  This  would  be  achieved  more  easily  if  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  v/as  recognised  as  a  Chief  Officer  in  all  respects, 
responsible  for  a  local  government  Department,  At  present,  apant  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  the  only  officer  in 
local  government  required  by  statute  to  have  satisfied  an  appointed  examination 
board  before  he  is  appointed  to  post,  Wnen  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 

transferred  to  the  National  Health  Service  and  becomes  the  Community  Physician, 
then  the  Public  Health  Inspector  should  rightfully,  as  a  fully  qualified  officer, 
be  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  District  Environmental  Health  Department,  vrarking  in 
conjunction  mth  the  new  medical  adviser. 

But  these  are  .thoughts  and  ideals  for  the  future.  The  present  situation 
of  gradual  progress,  although  not  conducive  to  complacency^,  is  certainly 
encouraging.  At  last  we  have  a  drop  in  the  notifications  of  food  poisoning, 
and  so  enteric  infections  in  general,  i.e,  food  poisoning,  dysentery,  infective 
jaundice,  now  shov;"  a  decline.  This  is  not  v/ithout  considerable  effort,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Nevertheless  there  is 
room  for  improvement,  as  the  follovlng  story  relates, 

A  child  v/as  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  hospital  vd.th  an  enteric 
fever,  at  first  thought  to  be  typhoid.  To  complicate  matters  the  child,  v/ho 
attended  a  school  in  London,  v/as  recently  returned  from  a  school  party  holiday 
on  the  continent,  and  was  a  temporeiry  resident  in  an  hotel  in  the  County  when 
the  disease  stmck. 

The  disease-causing  organism  was  in  fact  only  a  close  relative  of  typhoid, 
but  investigation  revealed  that  several  of  the  kitchen  and  other  staff  of  the 
hotel  were  excreting  the  organism  but  v/ere  quite  symptom  free. 

The  carriers  soon  becane  consistently  negative  and  the  mode  of  entry  of  the 
offending  organism  was  never  conclusively  shown,  although  infected  chickens  v/ere 
strongly  suspected.  In  the  perfect  situation  v/here  staff  are  fully  aware  of  such 
dangers  and  are  hygienically  minded,  v/ho  work  in  the  perfect  kitchen  and  axe 
spotless  in  their  ov/n  personal  hygiene,  there  is  little  to  be  feared  from  the 
introduction  of  such  an  organism.  But  no  one  is  perfect.  There  is  a  lot  of 
Health  Education  that  should  be  applied  to  people  employed  in  the  food  trade. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  year  sav/  an  unfortunate  lady  contractir^y  typhoid 
from  her  husband.  Her  husband  had  been  (unknov/ingly)  a  constant  carrier  of  this 
disease  for  many  yeans.  It  was  only  a  slip  in  hygiene  that  led  to  his  v/ife 
contracting  this  malady,  after  a  very  long  period  of  ex^^osure  to  the  risk,  living 
in  the  closest  proximity , 
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There  was  one  case  of  removal  to  hospital  of  a  person  being  aged  and  living 
in  insanitary  conditions s  A  lady,  living  in  a  caravan  with  several  cats  refused 
to  go  to  hospital  vdien  her  increasing  arthritis  made  her  incapable  of  looking 
after  herself.  As  no  other  person  was  willing  to  provide  help  her  General 
Practitioner  agreed  vd.th  your  M.  O.H,  to  implement  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act.  The  necessary  order  v/as  obtained  and  the  lady  sent  to  hospital. 

After  a  period  of  treatment  she  was  transferred  to  a  V/elfare  Home  where  she  is 
now  happy  and  comfortable. 

Your  Medical  Cfficer  has  tv/o  main  activities  with  regard  to  housing  apart 
from  the  interest  in  planning  previously  mentioned ,  Firstly  there  are  frequent 
inspections  with  regard  to  Closing  Orders  and  Demolition  Orders  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  This  is  a  duty  that  could  be  taken  over  entirely  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  indeed  the  majority  of  authorities  do  now  accept  the  representation 
from  the  P.Halo 

Secondly,  there  is  the  assessment  of  priority  for  rehousing  on  medical 
grounds.  Many  applicants  quote  medical  reasons  for  their  rehousingo  Some  are 
supported  by  doctors*  notes,  some  are  not.  There  is  a  great  variety  of 
information  and  detail  that  can  mislead  any  lay  housing  manager.  The  medical 
officer's  evaluation  tends  to  apply  a  rational  standard  of  need.  The  difficulty 
arises  in  the  proportion  of  points  allowed  on  a  medical  basis..  One  forward 
looking  authority,  apart  from  having  a  good  large  proportion  of  points  for  this 
purpose,  has  instituted  a  special  emergency  factor  for  acute  medical  needs 
whereby  the  M, O.H^  can  (  im  rare  cases)  have  the  person  placed  virtually  at  the 
head  of  the  list  for  immediate  rehousingo 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale  there  are  authorities  that  do  not  yet  run 
a  pointing  scheme  for  their  housing  applications.  Heavy  reliance  is  made  on 
the  local  knowledge  of  the  committee  members  involved.  This  is  indeed  local 
representation  seen  at  its  most  obvious,  and  it  may  or  may  not  take  cognisance 
of  its  M. O.H’s  advice  on  medical  priority.  It  has  a  disadvantage  in  so  far  as 
it  may  not  be  vd.thout  bias  and  is  open  to  moral  prejudice,  but  it  does  bring  the 
public,  as  ratepayers,  very  close  to  its  administering  authority.  This  is 
something  that  may  be  lost  in  the  reorganisation  to  come. 

One  part  of  housing  that  is  developing  is  the  provision  of  sheltered 
accommodation  for  the  elderly,  I  refer  to  the  v^arden  service  schemes  involving 
flatlets  and  group  bungalov/  dwellings.  These  dwellings  are  designed  for  the 
elderly  who,  whilst  being  capable  of  self-support,  are  specially  at  risk  of 
minor  illness  or  handicap  vdiich  mth  certain  supportive  services  (eog,  home  help, 
district  nurse,  etc.)  can  still  survive  in  the  community  without  needing  hospital 
services.  The  v/arden  is  on  hand  to  operate  daily  supervisory  care  only,  and  to 
C8l11  in  early  medical  or  domestic  aid  should  a  crisis  supervene.  She  is  not 
there  to  give  nursing  care  or  domestic  care  services  herself.  There  is  a  danger 
that  hospital-based  doctors  see  these  schemes  as  part  nursing  homes, and  discharge 
their  elderly  patients  from  hospitail  to  them  at  an  earlier  date  than  they  would 
to  a  normal  household. 

Prom  the  rehousing  on  medical  priority  basis  these  type  dv/ellings  fill 
an  important  community  need.  There  are  twenty-eight  schemes,  of  various  patterns, 
in  the  South  Oxon  Combined  Districts  providing  some  60C  x^laceSo  More  than 
eighty  per  cent  are  within  one  district. 

The  reports  from  the  water  engineers  included  show  a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs.  The  liaison  betvreen  the  Boards'  technical  officers,  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  and  this  office  is  very  close  and  rapidly  effective 
in  providing  early  warnings  of  threats  of  pollution.  The  scheme  is  well 
developed  in  the  north  and  is  similarly  being  updated  in  the  south. 
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The  statistical  section  once  more  carries  tables  derived  from  the  Oxford 
:?ecord  Linlcage  Survey  which  shovA  the  numbers  of  discharges  from  hospital  of  certain 
type  cases.  This  shov/s  that  tip  of  the  iceberg  of  illness  v/ithin  the  community. 

The  survey  has  not  yet  been  in  operation  to  shov;  any  signif icaj't  trends  in  the 
pattern  of  illness,  but  is  included  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  for  more  detailed 
analysis  of  the  morbidity  arising  at  the  grass  roots,  i„eo  data  of  the  cases  aiisirxg 
in  the  domiciliary  setting. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified,  bMlst  one  such  figure  may  not  be  significant, 

it  warrants  careful  consideration.  One  wonders,  in  these  situations,  whether  the 

recent  reductions  in  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Service  may  not  have  been  a 
little  premature. 


The  final  point  to  wiiich  attention  should  be  drawn  is  the  apparent  increase 
in  the  n’umber  of  cases  of  accidental  poisonings,  due  to  phtrmaceutical  agents, 
admitted  to  hospital.  There  seems  to  be  room  for  more  health  education  in  tlnis 
respect.  Poisoning  of  an  accidental  nature  from,  other  (household)  agents  is  dov/n 
on  last  year’s  figures. 


It  is  a?rways  my  pleasur-e  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
for  their  support.  ..ithout  their  co-operation  much  of  my  own  work  v/ould  be 
ineffectual.  There  is  also  the  vil’ing  co-operation  of  other  officers,  both 
v/ithin  and  outside  the  Combixied  -districts,  that  I  must  gratefully  acknowdedge , 
together  with  the  doctors  w’-crking  in  the  National  Health  Service, 


Finally  I  wish  to  show  my  appreciation  for  the  forbearance  of  the 
councillors  and  aldemen  for  Vvhom  I  w’ork,  esuecially  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee  who,  after  all,  pay  the  piper. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
Green, 
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The  South  Oxon  Combined  Districts  receives  its  public  v/ater  supplies  from 
two  undertakings  o  The  following  reports  relate  to  the  Thames  Valley  Y/ater  Board 
and  the  Oxfordshire  and  District  Y/ater  Board <>  I  am  grateful  to  ilTe  J.R.Studholme 
and  ]';Ir«  G-* 'Y. Duller ,  the  respective  Chief  Engineers. 

Thames  Valley  Y/ater  Board 

As  in  former  years s  the  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Henley-on-Thames  is 
obtained  from  boreholes  in  the  challc  at  Greys  Road  (Henley)  and  at  Harpsden; 
at  both  pumping  stations,  partial  softening  by  the  base  exchange  process  is  carried 
outc  Storage  for  the  area  is  provided  by  reservoirs  at  Badgemore  and  Mays  Green, 
and  a  small  booster  station  is  maintained  at  Henley  Parko 

The  Harpsden  source  also  supplies  the  parishes  of  Harpsden  and  Shiplake  in 
the  Henley  Rural  District,  v/hi.le  the  rest  of  the  area,  with  Benson  and  &/velme  in 
the  Bullingdon  Rural  District,  is  supplied  from  the  Board’s  works  at  Cleeve,  near 
Goring,  where  three  boreholes  are  now  in  use.  Y/ater  from  this  source  is  delivered 
to  a  reservoir  at  Woodcote  and  thence  to  the  distribution  system  either  directly 
or  via  other  storage  points  at  Beggarsbush,  Bix,  Cleeve,  Cookley  Green,  Goring 
Heath  and  Nettlebedo 

During  the  year,  a  borehole  y/as  constmcted  and  test  pumx'ied  on  a  site  at 
Y/itheridge  Hill  and  a  new  storage  reservoir  is  to  be  constructed  at  Kingwood 
Common. 

Examination  of  v/ater  samples  taken  ylthin  the  anea  y;as  carried  out  in  the 
Board’s  laboratory  and  these  are  listed  below: - 


Works 

Storage 

Source 

No  o  of 

Location 

No ,  of 

samples 

samples 

Harpsden  Hard 

27 

Badgemore  Reservoir 

11 

Pinal 

27 

Beggarsbush  Reservoir 

5 

Bix  Reservoir 

5 

Greys  Road  Raw 

89 

Cleeve  Reservoir 

2 

Pinal 

90 

Cookley  Green  Tov/er 

4 

Goring  Heath  Reservoir 

3 

Cleeve  (Goring) 

Henley  Park  Works 

3 

Rav/ 

47 

Mays  Green  Reservoir 

2 

Pinal 

56 

Nettlebed  Reservoir 

2 

V/oodcote  Reservoir 

7 

Tap  Samples 

39 

In  all,  therefore,  9  samples  v/ere  examined  and,  in  general,  the  quality 
of  water  from  the  sources  y/as  good  and  the  chlorination  procedures  were  quite 
adequate  to  yield  a  satisfactory  final  v/ater. 


Polloylng  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  during  June,  rav/  water  samples 
from  Greys  Road  deteriorated  in  quality  and  some  concern  was  felt  over  the  major 
developments  about  to  take  place  near  this  pumping  station. 

An  isolated  instance  of  contamination  associated  y/ith  one  of  the  storage 
reservoirs  was  quickly  dealt  with  viien  the  cause  y/as  revealed  during  an 
inspection. 

Typical  chemical  analyses  of  waters  from  the  various  sources  are  given. 


6 


No .  3  Borehole 

4  Borehole 

Noo  5  Borehole 

Appearance 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear  and  bright 

Colour  (PLu'EN) 

’^ai 

Ml 

Nil 

Odour 

None 

ibne 

None 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) 

I.ess  than  "1 

Ni  1 

0c2 

Electrical  Conductivity  :  20°C 

500 

465 

495 

pH 

7»35 

7,35 

7.35 

Eree  carbon  dioxide 

27 

25 

25 

ixnnioniacol  njLtrogen  (E) 

OeOOC 

OoOCO 

0.020 

.■-Ibumincid  nitrogen  (l:) 

0.005 

....  ... 

C.C03 

0,005 

EE.  trite  (if) 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Permanganate  Value  4  hrs,  at 

0.02 

0,05 

0.07 

Iron 

Less  than  0,0^ 

Less  than  Co 01 

Less  than  0,01 

CtP:,er  Metsds 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Carbonate  Hardness  CaCO., 

235 

230 

248 

Non  Carbonate  Hai'dness  CaCC., 

45 

^5 

2 

Toted  Hardness  GaCO^ 

280 

255 

250 

Chloride  (Cl) 

1  3cS 

11  o3 

14oC 

Nitrate  (n) 

~U3 

6.6 

5.4 

SulpPiate  (so,  ) 

4 

1 1 

^4 

Calciim  (Ca) 

110 

1  00 

98 

r.'agne  s  ium  ( Ilg  ) 

..... 

1  .0 

1  o2 

1  .0 

Sodium  (Ea) 

Q 

Q  t: 

22 

1 

I'otassium  (k) 

1  <,2 

1  »3 

t  9 

Silica  (SiC^; 

12 

12 

12 

I'hosphate  (I'C,  ) 

4 

0.03 

0.03 

0e03 

Natural  Fluoride  (?) 

1 - 

j 

i 

1 

i 

1 

o 

e 

o 

0.07 

O0I2 

Total  Solids 

330 

30c 

320 

Results  ax-e  given  in  mgm/litre  where  appropriate. 


GREYS  ROi-D  HENLEY  HiRPSDEN 

.1    -  -  ■  -  - 

Raw 

Final 

Hard 

Pinal 

Appearance 

Clear  and 
bright 

Clear  and 
bright 

Clear  and 
bright 

Clear  and 
bright 

Colour  (HAZEN) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Odoun 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  | 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Electrical  Conductivity  S  20°C 

320 

31  0 

540 

540 

pH 

7oi 

7ol 

7d 

7o1 

Eree  carbon  dioxide 

40 

40 

43 

41 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  (n) 

0*000 

0.000 

!  OoOoo 

1 

OoOOO 

/□.buminoid  nitrogen  (N) 

0.003 

0.002 

;  0.003 

1 

0.002 

Nitrite  (n) 

Absent 

lib  sent  ! 

1 

Absent 

Absent 

Permanganate  Value  4  hrs*  at  27  C 

0.03 

0.02 

Nil 

0*02 

Iron 

Less  than 
0.01 

Nil 

Tjoss  than 

0.01 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Ab  s  ent 

Absent 

Absent 

Carbonate  Hardness  CaC03 

270 

130 

270 

168 

Non  Carbonate  Hardness  CaC  03 

30 

0 

30 

Total  Hardness  CaC  03 

300 

1  30 

300 

168 

Chloride  (Cl) 

16„0 

1  6*2 

27o3 

27.5 

Nitrate  (n) 

3.5 

3j6 

1  6o2 

)- 

6o3 

Sulphate  ^^^4^ 

7o3 

7o4 

j  7.4 

7  ^ 

Calcium  (8a) 

117 

_ 

38 

i - 

117 

65 

1 

Magnesium  (^'fe)  i  ^ 

1 

1  .  c- 

2. 

1  o5 

Sodium  (Na) 

10.4 

j  82.8 

14.5 

63.5 

Potassium  (K) 

1  d 

I  0*8 

1  *2 

3 

1  oO 

Silica  (SiO^) 

i  16 

j  14 

J _ 

15 

Pho  sphat  e  ^  ^  ^ 

I  0o06 
( 

0008 

1  O0O3 

- 

0006 

Natural  Fluoride  (P) 

J  Less  than 

0o1 

Less  than 
O0I 

{  Less  than 

1  0*1 

Less  than 

O0I 

Total  solids 

330 

333 

335 

360 

Results  given  in  mgnv^litre  v/here  appropriate* 
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Report  of  the  Snf;ineer  to  the  Oxfordshire  and  District  7;ater  Board 
IvITo  Gr,  V.',  “Puller,  BoSc.^  M,  I.C.Ee,  F.  loV.'oS, 

for  1  971 

South  Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts 


The  Districts  sui^plied  by  the  '.Vater  Board,  obtain  their  water  from  a  number  of 
sources , 


Bicester 

Thame 

Bullingdon  R.D, 


Floughley  R.D, 


-  The  Oxford  City  System 

-  The  Oxford  City  System 

-  One  borehole  each  at  Kingston  Blount ,  Lewknor  and  Watlington 

in  the  Chiltern  area,  together  v.lth  tv/o  boreholes  at 
Berinsfield  and  one  at  Britv/ell, 

Culham  Source  Y/orks , 

Supply  to  western  parishes  from  Oxford  City  system, 

-  Pour  small  boreholes  in  the  northern  part  of  the  District. 

Limited  supplies  from  Upper  Ke^rford  source  (Ministry  of 
Defence) . 

Small  bulx  supplies  from  Bucks  '.Vater  Board  generally  to  the 
parishes  on  the  eastern  and  northern  boundaries. 

Supply  to  the  southern  section  from  Oxford  City  System. 
Integrated  sup)ply  with  Banbury  Area  System,  from  Duns  Tew 
se.rvice  reservoir. 


General 

The  activd  ties  of  the  Later  Board  continue  to  be  directed  to  reducing  the  number 
of  small  uneconomic  and  unsatisfactory  sources,  and  in  providing  adequate  water 
of  good  quality  to  areas  where  the  present  sources  have  proved  to  be  inadequate. 

The  quality  of  Vvater  supplied  was  generally  satisfactory  but  serious  trouble  was 
experienced  v/ith  tv/o  of  the  boreholes  in  the  Floughley  iurea  due  to  excessive  iron 
content.  This  was  particularly  so  at  Hethe,  but  since  July  197^  iron  removal 
plant  has  been  in  successful  operation  at  the  Hethe  borehole. 

The  complete  system  of  water  sampling  previously  instituted  continues  in  being , 
in  accordance  v/ith  the  modern  recommendations  for  this  work. 

Particulars  for  the  supply  for  each  individual  District  are  as  follows:- 

Bicester  Urban  District  and  part  of  Quant i ty  Sup plied 

Immediate  Surrounding  i-u"ea  Gals,  per  Day 

The  v/ater  to  this  area  is  supplied  from  the  77"^  ,000 

Board's  major  sources  at  Sv/inford  and  Farmoor  via 
the  18"  and  14"  main  leading  from  the  Angelino's 
Pumping  Station. 


During  the  year  the  follov/ing  bacteriological  samples  were  tal-cen  in  Bicester 


Place  of 
Sampling  V/ater 
After  Treatment 


Total  Number 
of  Samp.les 

Taken 


Consumers’  Taps  33 


Results 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Satisfactory  Samples 


Total  Humber  of 
Sanities  Talcen 


33 


The  results  of  the  river  sources  of  the  Oxford  System  are  as  given  below  for  the 
Bullingdon  District, 
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Chemical  analysis  have  also  been  taken  ajid  typical  analysis  are  as  shovi/n  on  the 
attached  sheets. 

Bullingdon  District 

The  1  5"  diameter  main  to  Thame  is  laid  across  the  northern  part  of  the  Bullingdon 
iirea,  and  connections  have  been  made  to  the  existing  mains »  This  main  afforded  a 
good  supply  to  the  area. 

Larger  feeder  mains  are  also  being  laid  to  Chinnor  and  a  further  borehole  is 
being  sunk,  which  if  successful  will  materially  assist  the  supply. 

The  Berinsfield  ilrea  water  difficulties  v^rere  again  overcome  by  supplying  water 
from  the  Culham  Laboratory  system,  viiich  derives  its  water  from  the  Culham 
source.  The  6"  main  from  G-arsington  to  Toot  Baldon  has  been  laid  and  this  also 
has  materially  assisted  in  overcomiing  the  previous  difficulties  in  the  Berinsfield 
Area.  The  Culham  source  v/orks  has  also  supplied  limited  amounts  of  v/ater  into 
the  Berinsfield  Area.  The  quality  of  water  supplied  was  generally  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Samples  of  water  from  the  River  Tham.es  at  the  Svdnford  and  Farmoor  sources  were 
taken  together  with  samples  after  settlement,  after  filtration,  and  of  the  final 
v/ater  after  sterilisation  o.s  sent  forward  to  consumers. 

The  examination  of  these  samples  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Oxford  gave 
the  follov/ing  ranges  or  probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  (2  days  at  37  C)  per 
100  ml. 


River  Water  Samples 

1  - 

»  8000 

Settled  Water  Samples 

0  - 

=  0 

Filtered  'vYater  S 

gmples 

0  - 

»  0 

Pinal  Y/ater  Samples 

0  «■ 

^  0 

Bacteriological  samples  v/ere  taken  viiere 

possible 

of  service  : 

reservoirs  and 

from  consumers* 

taps  in  the  area  of  supply,  vd.th  the  folloYri.ng  results:- 

Satisfactory  Sam]: 

as  Percentage  of 

Place  of 

Total  Number 

Results 

Total  Number  of 

Sampling  Y/ater 

of  Samples 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Samples  Taken 

After  Treatment 

Taken 

Beacon  Hill  Res. 

31 

30 

1 

98o2fo 

Headington  " 

58 

34 

4 

93Jfo 

Shotover  '* 

33 

32 

1 

98  Jfo 

Boars  Hill  " 

32 

32 

_ 

100^ 

Brasenose  " 

52 

32 

100^ 

Wootton  " 

35 

52 

3 

94  o  3% 

Culham  Lab . 

53 

32 

1 

98.1;?^ 

Consumers*  Taps 

167 

167 

lOO^b 

Totals 

5^.1 

53-' 

10 

98o2^S 

Six  of  the  ten  unsatisfactory 

samples  were  of  the 

faecal  type 

• 
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Borehole  Sources  Mter  Sterilisation  Ran^e 


Bm'insfield  0-0 

Brit  well  0-0 

Kingston  Blount  0-0 

Lev(knor  0-5 

Watlington  0-0 


Ploughley  District 

The  quality  of  v/ater  supplied  v/as  generally  satisfactory,  but  excessive 
quantities  of  iron  v/ere  measured  in  some  of  the  small  boreholes  in  the  district 
and  this  iron  content  led  to  complaints  about  the  unsatisfactory  quality 
particularly  in  the  parishes  of  Hethe,  Hardwick  and  Stoke  Lyne.  Although  this 
high  iron  content  is  unsatisfactory  in  that  it  leads  to  discoloration  and 
deposits  in  the  pipes  the  water  is  considered  still  to  be  safe  on  health 
grounds.  This  problem  has  been  solved  to  a  large  extent  by  the  iron  removal 
plant  installed  at  the  Hethe  borehole. 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

River  Sources 

The  results  of  these  samples  are  as  those  already  given  for  the  Bullingdon 
Rural  District. 

Borehole  Sources 

Samples  of  water  from  the  dispersed  borehole  sources  were  taken  and  the 
examination  of  these  samples  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Oxford  gave 
the  following  count  of  probable  number  of  colifom  bacilli  (2  days  at  37  C) 
per  100  ml. 

Borehole  Before  Sterilisation  After  Sterilisation 

Hethe  0  0 

Somerton  0  0 

Souldern  0  0 

Stratton  Audley  0  0 

Bacteriological  samples  v/ere  taken  where  possible  from  service  reservoirs  and 
consumers’  taps  in  this  District,  v/ith  the  follovdng  results :- 
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Satisfactory 


Place  of 

Total  Number  of 

Samples  as 

Sampling  Water 

Samples 

Taken 

Results 

Percentage  of 

iifter  Treatment 

Service 

Reservoir 

Consumers 

Taps 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total  Number 

of  Samples 

Taken 

Ardley 

33 

13 

43 

3 

93o7 

Bletchington 

0 

6 

6 

0 

1  00 

Upper  Heyford 

0 

1 

0 

1  00 

Pringford 

0 

8 

8 

0 

1  00 

Hethe 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1  00 

Launton 

0 

9 

9 

0 

1  00 

Noke 

32 

2 

32 

2 

96o3 

Somerton 

0 

9 

7 

2 

77.7 

Souldern 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1  00 

Stratton  Audley 

0 

10 

9 

1 

90 

Totals 

83 

63 

142 

8 

360 370  Reservoir 
87o1^  Taps 

Three  of  the  organisms  causing  the  unsatisfactory  samples  y/ere  of  the  faecal  type. 


OXFORDSHIRE  AxMD  DISTRICT  WATxiIR  BOARD. 

CHEIvIIC/J.  AiH.^YSIS  OF  WATER  SUFRLIED  FROM  FARMOOR  SOURCE  V/ORKS  DURIHD  1  971 

(V/ater  sampled  at  v/eekly  intervals  except  where  shovm.) 


Physical  Characteristics. 

Turbidity  (jetou) 

Colour  (hazen) 
pH 

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20*^C 
(micromhos  per  cm"^) 

Chemical  Characteristics. 

(Results  in  milligrammes  per  litre) 

Total  dissolved  solids  (dried  at  180°C) 

Total  residual  chlorine 

Free  "  " 

Monochloramine 

Di@hloramine 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Total  Alkalinity 

Femanent  hardness 

Temporary  " 

Total  " 

Ammoniac al  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  " 

Total  Oxydized  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

(4  hrs  at  27°C) 


Chloride 

as  Cl 

'''Fluoride 

It  |n 

''"Sulphate 

”  SO, 

4 

Calcium 

"  Ca 

"^Magnesium 

"  Mg 

iluminium 

"  Al 

''^Iron 

"  Fe 

Potassium 

"  K 

Sodium 

"  Na 

''^Copper 

"  Cu 

''"Phenol 

"  CgHjOH 

Detergent 

"  Manoxol 

Tests  on 

Monthly  Samples. 

MAX 

MIN 

AVERAGE 

Oo66 

010 

0.22 

5 

0 

1 

8c0 

7o4 

7.7 

61  0 

490 

530 

’e) 

180°C) 

44-0 

340 

375 

Cl 

0c42 

01  3 

0.25 

tt 

0„24 

OoOl 

0„07 

ir 

0c11 

0.02 

0.06 

tt 

0J8 

0.05 

0.1  2 

CO^ 

11 

3 

7 

CaCo  ^ 

199 

1  27 

1  56 

tt 

1  26 

84 

110 

tf 

199 

1  27 

1  56 

(I 

318 

230 

266 

N 

010 

0 

0.03 

tt 

0o22 

0.07 

01  2 

It 

9o3 

1  .5 

3c4 

1  .1 

0,3 

0.6 

34 

27 

31 

0.20 

Nil 

01  3 

100 

73 

82 

103 

79 

89 

11 .7 

7o3 

8.8 

0.09 

0.01 

O0O4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4o4 

2.7 

3,6 

20 

11 

1  6 

0.03 

0 

0.02 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0o03 

Nil 

0,02 
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0:(F0RDSHIRK  AM)  DISTRICT  D'ATER  BOi'I?D. 


CI-ISIvIICiiL-  ANALYSIS  OF  V/ATSR  SUPPLIED  FROM  SV/IKFCRD  SOURCE  WORKS  DURING  1  971  . 
(Y/ater  sampled  at  weekly  intervals  except  viiere  shown) 


IvLtX 

MIN 

AVERAGE 

Physical  Characteristics , 

Turbidity  (jo  to  Uo ) 

3c2 

0,10 

0,41 

Colour  (fiazen) 

13 

0 

2 

pH 

7o9 

7o0 

7.6 

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20 

°c 

680 

460 

590 

(micromhos  per  cm"^) 

Chemical  Characteristics. 

(Results  in  milligrammes  per 

litre) 

Total  Dissolved  Solids  (Dried 

at 

180°C) 

490 

320 

425 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

as 

Cl 

0,56 

O0I5 

0.35 

Free  "  " 

It 

ti 

0.37 

0 

0.16 

Monochloromine 

tl 

II 

OJ  3 

0 

0.06 

Di  chloramine 

It 

it 

0.35 

0002 

OJ  3 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

It 

CM 

O 

O 

17 

3 

7 

Total  Alkalinity 

It 

CaCO, 

220 

93 

186 

Permanent  Hardness 

II 

it 

1  52 

92 

116 

Temporary  Hardness 

11 

11 

220 

93 

186 

Total  Hardness 

It 

II 

348 

232 

302 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

II 

N 

0.22 

O0OI 

O0O4 

Albuminoid  " 

It 

II 

0,25 

0.07 

0.11 

Total  Oxydized  Nitrogen 

It 

II 

8.3 

2,3 

5.2 

Oxv'gen  Absorbed  from  Permanganate 
(4  hrs  at  27°C) 

2o9 

0,3 

0.9 

Chloride 

as 

Cl 

kK 

27 

33 

Fluoride 

II 

F 

0o27'" 

O0O2 

OJ  2 

Sulphate 

It 

SO, 

4 

103  ^ 

64 

77 

Calcium 

It 

Ca 

122 

98 

108 

Magnesium 

ti 

l-Ig 

13 

4.4 

8o9 

Aluminium 

1? 

A1 

0.06 

0 

0c03 

Iron 

It 

Fe 

0 

0 

0 

Potassium 

n 

K 

6o5 

2,6 

4.0 

Sodium 

11 

Na 

26 

11 

17 

Copper 

It 

Cu 

0,06"^ 

0 

O0O2 

Phenol 

I? 

C^H^OH 

0 

0 

0 

Detergent 

It 

Manoxol 

O.T. 

Ooll'^ 

0c02 

0,04 

+ 


Monthly  Tests 
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OXFORDSHIRE  ilMD  DISTRICT  WATER  BOi’^. 

CHEIvIICiLL  AK/H.YSIS  OF  E/iRl.'IOOR  Rl‘]SERVOIR  IETim:E  WATER  DURim  1  971  . 

(//ater  sampled  at  v/eekly  inteirvals  except  v/here  shown) 


Physical  Characteristics, 

Turbidity  (j.t.u,) 

Colour  (Hazen) 
pH 

Electrical  conductivity  at  20°C 

•z 

(micromhos  per  cm"^) 

Chemical  Characteristics. 

(Results  in  milligrammes  per  litre) 
Total  dissolved  solids  (dried  at  180^C) 
Carbonate 
Total  Altcalinity 


as  Ca  Co 


It  t( 


It  II 


It  If 


N 


Pemanent  Hardness 

Temporary  " 

Total  ” 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  " 

Total  Oxydized  " 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

(4  HrSo  at  27°c) 


Chloride 

Phosphate 

Sulphate 

Iron 

Sodium 


as  Cl 


ti 


PC 


4 


+ 


Copper 


”  SO 
”  Pe 
"  Na 
"  Cu 


4 


Tests  on  monthly  samples 


ILDC 

MIN 

AVERAGE 

3c0 

0*3 

2.0 

21 

0 

7 

8.9 

8*1 

8*3 

360 

463 

320 

400 

323 

365 

30 

0 

20 

199 

144 

174 

1  46 

78 

111 

190 

1  24 

133 

296 

242 

263 

0„40 

0 

0*12 

0e26 

O0II 

0*18 

4o3 

1  c3 

3*0 

1*6 

0,7 

1  .2 

33 

26 

28 

0*30 

0*03 

0.26 

79 

39 

70 

0 

0 

0 

21 

14 

17 

O0O3 

0 

0*01 

13 


OXFORDSHIRE  AKD  DISTRICT  V.ATJHl  BOARD. 


CHBI.IICiiL  AI'DTLYSIS  OF  RIVER  THiRvIBS  V/ATER  AT  THE  SVaMFORD  imsKE  DURIIIO  197^  . 
(Water  sampled  at  weekly  intervals  except  v/here  shoYm.) 
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I  am  grateful  to  Ivlr,  Eartram^  County  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  the  follovdng 
report  on  milk* 


SOUTH  OXIi^C’RDSHIRE:  AREiV 


Untreated  milk: 

7  fairns  are  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  bottle  and  sell 
untreated  milk.  I9  samples  v^ere  taken,  I4  passed  the  methylene  blue  keeping  quality 
test,  4  failed  this  test  and  1  was  void.  I3  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  submitted 
for  biological  examination,  1  proved  positive  to  brucella  abortus  and  two  cows  from 
the  herd  Vv^ere  found  to  be  positive  and  these  were  slaughtered. 

In  addition,  samples  of  producer-retailers  mi]k  v;ere  submitted  for  the 
bru.cella  ring  screening  test  and  none  proved  positive. 

Heat-treated  milks 

98  premises  are  licensed  to  sell  heat-treated  millis  and  3  dairies  to  pasteurise 
milk,  Summ.ar^^  of  samples  is  appended. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1933 

71  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis,  68  v/ere  satisfactory  and  3  v/ere  lov/ 
in  solids-npt-f at .  In  addition,  11  samples  of  cream  v/ere  analysed  and  2  found  to 
be  belov/  the  required  percentage  of  milk  fat.  The  contraventions  v/ere  taken  up 
v/ith  the  producers  concerned. 

In  addition,  1  7  samples  of  milk  and  3  ssimples  of  raw  cream  v/ere  examined  for  the 
presence  of  antibiotics  but  none  was  found. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  cream 

There  is  no  logal  standazxi  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  cream  although 
regard  is  had  to  the  lliri-stry’ s  circular  upon  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Fresh  Cream,  in  arriving  at  the  following  gradings: 


Cream 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

Uhsatisfactory 

Heat-treated 

11 

8 

2 

1 

Raw  Cream 

8 

3 

3 

2 

Total 

19 

11 

3 

Hi  Ik  complaints 

8  complaints  were  received  and  one  prosecution  was  taken,  the  dairy  being 
fined  £30  and  £7«30  advocates  fee. 
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Retailed  Ivlilk  Sample  Summary; 


M  ILK  StoLES  iiPELIED 


Pasteurised 

105 

Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

103 

2 

96 

9 

Sterilised 

11 

Turhid; 

Lty  Test 

f'assed 

Failed 

11 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

1  ^ 

Colony  C( 

Dunt  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

6 

_ 

Total 

1  22 

Pasteurising  Dairies  Sample  Summary : 


Phosphatase  Test  Methylene  Blue  Test 


Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Total 

Pasteurised  Iviilk; 

255 

2 

257 

257 

School  Milk  Supplies  -  sampled  at  schools  \Yithin  the  area: 


Phosphatase  Test  Meth^^'lene  Blue  Test 


Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Total 

j  Pasteurised  1111k 

\  1  -  ■'  ,  -  1 

4L 

L2 

2 

- 
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1971 


r  ■  1 

Area 

— 

Lngland 
&  V/ales 

U.D. 

dicester 

■  M„E, 
Henley 

U,D. 

Thame 

H,D»C, 

Bullingdon 

PoD.Ce 

Henley 

R.D.C, 

Ploughley 

South 

Oxon  C.D. 

Population 

4881  5000 

12,270 

11 ,550 

5,820 

55,370 

32  >1^0 

35,790 

153,240 

Live  “births 

783,165 

2i,2 

144 

101 

1 ,045 

5^16 

532 

2,610 

Live  births 
per  1  000 
population 

16 

19.7 

12.5 

1 7.4 

18o9 

— 

1608 

14.9 

17 

Illegiti¬ 
mate  births 

c- 

_ 

8 

4 

3 

3 

6 

4 

5 

5  =  0 

Stillbirths 

9,898 

i 

1 

T 

J 

8 

5 

22 

Stillbirth 
rate/1  000 
live 

12 

1 

[ 

I 

I 

7 

29 

8 

9 

9 

! 

8  =  5 

Infant 

Deaths 

13,726 

2 

2? 

9 

11 

hlv 

under  1  yr 

under 

4  v/eeks 

9,11 3 

1 

12 

7 

8 

28 

under 

1  //eek 

7,750 

1 

i 

11  !  5 

6 

23 

under  1  yr 
per  1  000  li^ 

■e  18 

8 

21 

1  6 

21 

16,8 

under  4 
per  1  000 
live 

1  2 

4 

_ 

- 

11 

13 

r 

15 

10 

under  1  v/ee’K 
per  1  000 
live 

10 

4 

- 

11 

9 

11 

8 

Stillbirths 
&  Deaths 
under  1  week 
per  1  000  I 

22 

4 

7 

29 

18 

18 

20 

18 

I 

Total  Deaths 

567345 

75 

150 

68 

V^9 

291 

216 

1  =249 

Deaths  per 

1 000  pop ' n 
( crude ) 

11  «6 

6,1 

1  3.0 

11  .7 

8,1 

9  =  0 

6.0 

8,2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFF'EREHT  PERIODS  OF  LIRE  DURING  1  97^  IN  SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CA 

CA 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  &  Emphysema 

Asthma 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  system 

Appendicitis 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Tntestinal  obstruction 

and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1  Other  diseases  of 

dip;estive  system 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis  | 

[  Other  Diseases  of  Genito- 

Urinary  system 

Diseases  of  skin  and 
subcutaneous  tissue 

Diseases  of  Musculo- 

skeletal  system 

Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult 
labour 

Other  causes  of 

perinatal  mortality 

Symptoms  &  ill-defined 

conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self- 
inflicted  injuries 

All  other  external  causes 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disea.se  notified  since  1  935 


3  Yearly  periods  and  This  Year 


Disease 

1935 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1971 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2  i 

2 

7 

16 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

26 

7 

— 

4 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Diphtheria 

13 

1  0 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

— 

40 

61 

14 

3^ 

69 

30 

135 

87 

Encephalitis 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

14 

14 

17 

11 

9 

6 

3 

Not  notifiable 

Pood  Poisoning 

— 

— 

.  3 

10 

8 

8 

47 

36 

Malaria 

2 

1 

6 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Measles 

9 

951 

1  366 

393 

1536 

336 

2827 

293 

45/ 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  A 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

Pneumonia 

34 

44 

31 

38 

59 

9 

20 

Not  notifiable 

Puerperal  Fever 

1  2 

6 

5 

6 

_ 

3 

Not  notifiable 

Scarlet  Fever 

99 

1  65 

1  23 

45 

40 

80 

15 

38 

2C 

Smallpox 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

~ 

_ 

Typhoid  Fever 

7 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

Viliooping  Cough 

9 

60 

72 

153 

89 

95 

30 

13 

2^ 

Cholera 

_ 

- 

iinthrax 

- 

I  Plague 

- 

i  Relapsing  Fever 

- 

- 

S  Typhus 

- 

|{  G-landular  Fever 

47 

3i 

(  Infective  Jaundice 

Notifiable  since  I967 

p63~ 

^ 

^Leprosy 

( 

" 

)Leptospirosis 

-  ?  ■■  ■  -  ■ 

Notifiable  since 

1 

* 

i  jTetanus 

? 

-j 

i  '  ‘p  . . —  -  -  —  1  ■  . — — 

i 

- 

- 

1  (Yellow  Fever 

j  P0PUL^.TI0N 

63953 

78818 

73242 

90220 

1  04680 

1 1 0520 

1 27220 

146930 

15324( 

Tuberculosis 

80 

9 

115 

96 

81 

54 

53 

26 

3^ 

Infective  Disease 
Deaths 

9 

<  ■' 

9 

21 

28 

21 

9 

11 

6 

]  Enteric  Infections 


Disease 

1965 

1  966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

jaio 

1971 

Pood  Poisoning 

8 

9 

1  6 

28 

37 

47 

36 

Dysentery 

30 

38 

16 

Zl., 

347 

135 

87 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

20 

40 

242 

16.1- 

L  47 

22 


9 


Diseases 

Henley-on-Thames  M.B. 

Bicester  U.D, 

1  Thame  U.D, 

• 

p 

pH* 

h 

o 

•H 

rH 

1 — 1 

pq 

Henley  R.  D, 

Ploughley  R.D. 

Combined  Districts 

Measles 

22 

22 

4 

274 

92 

43 

437 

Dysentery 

18 

30 

ai» 

3 

8 

8 

1  87 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

9 

3 

3 

20 

Diphtheria 

— 

... 

Acute  Meninn;itis 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

mtm 

1 

Anthrax 

— 

_ 

—  I  — 

— 

_ 

Yellow  Fever 

- 

- 

-  I  — 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Infective 

i 

! 

I 

Post-Infective 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leptospirosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

_ 

— ■ 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

6 

14 

14 

36 

Y/hooping  Couf^h 

3 

1 

13 

3 

3 

23 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

Infective  Jauindice 

••• 

4 

33 

3 

3 

47 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

2 

3 

1  0 

7 

7 

31 

Meninges  &  C.N. S. 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Other 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

G-landular  Fever 

... 

4 

2 

13 

6 

6 

33 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Total 

42 

88 

13 

368 

142 

93 

748 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  1 97“^ 
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Discharge  Rates  from  Hospital  in  each  Category  of  the  International  Classification  of 
Diseases  -  South  Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts  Residents  by  Sex,  1 9^7  -  970  o 


Diseases  in  Males  Females  Both  Sexes 

Diagnostic _ _ 

Groups  Discharge  Rates  per  1000  Disch«Rates  per  1000  Disch«  Rates  per  1000 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Infective  eind 
Parasitic 

1o53 

1  o40 

1  o90 

1  067 

1 .35 

1  ,34 

1  ,25 

1  .51 

1  ,44 

1  ,38 

1  ,57 

1  .59 

Neoplastic 

6.33 

5.87 

5.36 

5.37 

9.41 

8o90 

8,49 

9,06" 

7.86“ 

7,37 

6,91 

7,20 

Endocrine, 
Nutritional 
&  Metabolic 

O088 

1  0I8 

1  ,00 

0,99 

2,00 

1 .97 

2,04 

2,20 

1  ,Vf 

1  ,57 

1  ,51 

1  ,59 

Pood  Sz  Blood 

forming 

organs 

Oe69 

0,73 

0.38 

Oo59 

O065 

0,84 

0.47 

C  45 

O067 

0,79 

0,43 

0,52 

Mental 

Disorders 

3o08 

3o17 

3o23 

3o11 

3.98 

4.19 

4,10 

4,53 

3,53 

3,68 

3.66 

3.81 

Nervous 

System  & 

Sense 

Organs 

3o03 

4o43 

4c95 

4c  32 

5,20 

4o75 

4,53 

4.83 

5J2 

4,60 

4,74 

4,57 

Circulatory 

System 

6,46 

5o92 

5o94 

6,45 

6.57 

6  0  65 

6.39 

5.91 

6,52 

6.28 

6,1  6 

6.19 

Respiratory 

System 

7.65 

8,27 

8,28 

7,03 

6,25 

6.62 

6,24 

5,28 

6.95 

7,45 

7,26 

6,1  7 

Digestive 

System 

8.04 

8.76 

8.34 

8.83 

6,03 

7,09 

6.43 

6.99 

7,04 

7,93 

7,39 

7.92 

oGenito-Urinary 

System 

4ol9 

3.30 

3.38 

3.36 

11 .33 

11  o1  3 

11  ,40 

10,88 

7,73 

7,18 

7.36 

7,09 

Pregnancy , Child 
Birth  &  the 
Puerperium 

_ 

_ 

3,44 

4,14 

4,23 

5.91 

_ 

- 

Skin  &  Subcu¬ 
taneous  Tissue 

1 0I9 

1 .45 

1 .45 

1 .73 

1 ,1  6 

1  ,31 

1  .15 

1 .33 

1  0I7 

1  ,38 

1  ,29 

1.53 

Musculoskeletal 
System  &  Con¬ 
nective  Tissue 

3o12 

3.31 

3.69 

4,13 

3.76 

4,28 

4.25 

4.86 

3,44 

3,79 

3,97 

4.49 

Congenital 

Abnormalities 

1  .56 

1  .87 

1  ,68 

1  .49 

1  ,63 

1  ,48 

1 .47 

1  .50 

1 060 

1  ,68 

1  ,57 

1 ,49 

Certain  Causes 
of  Perinatal 
Morbidity  cS; 
Mortality 

0o20 

O0O8 

0,1  6 

0,1  6 

0,13 

0,07 

0,15 

0,08 

0,1  7 

0.08 

0,1  6 

0,12 

Symptoms  &  ill- 
Defined  Condit¬ 
ions 

2.81 

3.23 

3.29 

3.81 

3.42 

3,37 

3,73 

3.69 

3,11 

3,30 

3,50 

3.75 

Accidents  & 
Violence 

9o05 

9.81 

10,51 

10o50 

5.63 

6,62 

6.17 

6.59 

7.36 

8.03 

8,36 

8,56 

Poisoning 

0.95 

1  J1 

1  ,32 

1  ,36 

1 .54 

1  .81 

1  ,97 

2,14 

1  o25 

1 .46 

1 .64 

1 ,75 

Special  Exam¬ 
inations  & 
After  Care 

2o23 

3o40 

2,93 

3.93 

3.56 

5,45 

5.83 

6.1  2 

2.89 

4,41 

4,37 

5.02 

Total  j  65®02 

67o30 

67.771 

68,85 

77,05 

31  ,63 

80.29 

83,66 

69.28 

72.35 

7'l  .89 

73.36 

24 


Table  II 


HOSPITii  USAGE 


E 

0 

ischarge  Rates  for  selected  conditions  for  residents 
f  South  Oxon  Combined  Districts,  by  sex  1967'-'1970 

Diagnostic  Groups  E 

IvLALES 

FE^, TAXES 

ischarge  Rates  per  1000 

Discha 

rge  jiates  per  1000 

1967 

1  9O8  |1  9O9 

1970 

1967 

1  968 

1969  11970 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.33 

0.43  i0p38 

0.28 

0.19 

0,14 

0.07 

0.13 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms 

0.06 

0.10  To. 00 

0,03 

0,16  0.13 

0,08 

0.08 

Measles 

O0O6 

O0OI  i0o08 

0.00 

0.10  ,0.03 

0.00 

0.01 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

0,06 

O0O3  !o.03 

0.11 

0.04  iO.01 

0.03 

0.07 

Glandular  Fever 

0„09 

0.03  iO.i  0 

0.03 

0.09”!  0.01 

0.04 

0.03 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  trachea, 
bronchus  and  lung. 

1  c52 

i 

U57  1 

1 

1  1  3 

0.32  To. 24 

1 

0, 32 

O.iDf 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  breaist 

O0O3I 

O0OI 

OoOO 

0.01  I 

0.04  h  .00 

0.91 

0.93 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  cervix-uteri 

! 

1 

I 

0.62  10.34 

0.38 

0.38 

Thyrotoxicosis  with  or  without 
goitre 

I 

0.16 ; 

f 

t 

0„20  !0.08 

0.03 

i 

Oo  62  1  0,40  t 

0.38 

0.31 

Iron  deficiency  anaemias . 

^.06"^ 

0.08  |0„01  i 

0.01 

o.i^o.ii  i 

0.07 

0.08 

Other  deficiency  anaemias 

O0O6 

0.06  i 

0.04  ‘ 

O0O9  i  0.10  io.04  1 

0.06 

0.01 

Schizophrenia 

^d'„87  ^ 

Oo^o  : 

0.7^ 

0.70  ,  0.69  10.67  0.73 

0.74 

Affective  psychosis 

0.17 

'0.25  I 

0.16 

0.12 

0.23  1 0.46  ,  0.46 

0.34 

Ageing 

0o25 

0.27  I 

0.14  0.27 

0.71  To. 50  I  0.47 

0.38 

Alcoholism 

O0I9 

0.21 

0.37  0,34 

0.07  10.17  I 

0.14  10.07 

Organic  and  other  psychosis 

0.17  i 

O0I8 

0.30  0.11 

0.18  T0T43I 

0.33  10.19 

Drug  addiction 

0.1A 

0.14 

0.01  10.00 

0.03 

0.07 

0.04 

0.01 

Personality&  Behaviour  Disorders 

Oo4-6 

Oo39 

0.48  i0,33 

0.40 

0,37 

0,46 

0.31 

Neurotic  Depression 

Oc59  , 

0.23 

0.29  iO.42  1 

1  .18 

0.86 

0.38 

0,97 

Other  Neurosis 

0.22  ;  0o34 

0.34  10.31  1 

0.54^ 

0..V9 

0T60 

0.39 

Mental  Subnormality 

Oo36 

0.63 

0.36  io.47 

0.30  1 

0.76 

0.37 

0.38 

Other  Mental  Illness 

0„03 

0.10  !0o03  ;0.07 

0.03  i 

0.13 

0.19 

0.14 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

0.07 

0.17  10.26  i0.12  1 

0.32 

0.20 

0.19 

0.21 

(Acute  myocardial  infarction  , 

T73^ 

1 .49  Ji  .25  J1  .■57 

_  1°  P0_j 

P_._94._. 

Cj>PP-. 

1  Chronic  Ischaemic  heart  disease  ) 

I  t 

(Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ^ 

0.62 

0.36  !o.71  10o70 

0.90 

1  .40 

lP_o9P„. 

1  .03 

(Acute  but  ill-defined. cerebro-  ) 

^  vascular  diseases  ^ 

L_.X 

U  - 

i 

Other  peripheral  vascular  disease 

0.36 

0.46  10.1  9 

0.23 

0006  1 0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Varicose  veins  of  lov/er  extremities 

0.39 

0.42  10.29 

0,19 

1 .06  iO.97 

0.85 

0.62 

Asthma 

0c64 

0.72  10.48 

0,34 

0.49  I  0.64 

0.40 

0.40 

Diseases  of  Oesophagus 

0c10 

0.10  '0.14 

0.09  !  0.06  I0.06 

0-07 

iO.03 

Peptic  Ulcer 

0o26 

0„41  IOo23 

0.26  j  0.15  10.16 

0.24 

;o.i8 

Hernia  of^|^domina^^oaptg^]g«h^, 

2.99 

3o33 

3o18 

2.30  1  0.87  10.83 

0.91 

0.40 

Calculi  of  kidney  &  Uterer 

0e17 

0.18 

0.13 

0J8  i  0.15 

0.21 

0.17 

0.14 

-  -  -  .  —  ■  - - - 

Chronic  cystic  disease  of  breast 

0.01 

0.00  !  0.34 

0.36 

0.73 

0 , 81 

-  -  ■  ■  —  -  • 

Disorders  of  menstruation 

— 

- 

_ !  3.20,. 

3o12 

3.76 

3.82 

Abortions 

Spontaneous 

i 

2.06) 

0.06 

0,03 

!o.o5 

Unspecified  as  induced  or  spontane 

DUS- 

_  !  _ 

.  ri-i 

2.03 

1  .73  2.21 

Induced  for  medical  or  legal 

indications^ 

I  0.35 

0,00 

1  o34 

2.33 

Induced  for  other  reasons 

- 

- 

0.00 

C  00 

0.00 

0.00 

Other 

— 

- 

— 

i  “ 

0.04 

0.11 

0.1  2 

0.1  0 

Rheumatoid  arthri^i|^&^allied  con- 

O0I4 

0.21 

0.31 

0.32 

0.39 

0,63 

6.64 

0.96 

Osteo-arthritis  &  allied  condit’ns 

0.52 

0.33 

0.44 

I  0.63 

0.37 

0,86 

0.83 

1  .02 

Displacement  of  inteivertabral  disc 

0.30 

0.22 

0.1  C 

0.31 

0.3^ 

0.17 

0,14 

0.1  8 

Fracture  of  skull, spine  and  trunk 

1.26 

1  .02 

0.98 

0.81 

0.31 

0.63  " 

0.39 

0.43 

Fracture  of  upper  limb 

O064 

0.39 

0.91 

0.76 

0.43 

0.47 

0.60 

0.47 

Fracture  of  neck  of  femur 

Oo29 

0,1  3 

0.31 

0.36 

0,69 

0.71 

0.37 

0.89 

Other  fractures  of  lower  limbs 

1  .36 

1  .30 

1  .28 

1  .40 

0.94 

0.91 

0.94 

0.71 

Head  in.iuries(  exclo skull  fractures) 

3c27 

3o43 

4o19 

4o33 

1  o37 

1  .68 

2.00 

2.33 

Other  injuries 

1  .69 

2.08 

2.00 

1  .83 

1  .1  3 

0.97 

0.86 

0.92 

Burns  . 

0„26 

0.38 

0.33 

0.1  6 

0,1  2 

0.21 

0.14 

0.26 

TOTi'li  ^ 

22o37 

2381 

23.47 

22.39 

23  c  94 

26.1  2 

26.59 

29c24 
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Mothers  Resident  in  South  Oxfordshire  Comhined  Districts 
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\o 

KD 
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pq 


Ch 
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cd 
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I — I 

rH 
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Poisonings  Admitted  to  Hospital  1 970  Under  1  5  years 
Adverse  effect  Medicinal  Agents 


965 

967 

970 

977 

Area 

Analgesics 

& 

Antipyretics 

Other  Sedatives 
& 

Hypnotics 

Psycho- 

Therapeutics 

Other 

Specified 

Drugs 

Other  & 
Unspeci¬ 
fied 
Drugs 

Total 

Bicester 

3 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Thapje 

6 

~ 

1 

7 

Bullingdon 

12 

2 

2 

10 

3 

29 

Ploughley 

3 

- 

- 

t 

- 

9 

Henley  M.Bo 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Henley  R.B. 

2 

— 

- 

3 

1 

6 

32 

2 

2 

18 

5 

39 

Poisonings  Admitted  to  Hospital  1 970 
Toxic  Effect  Substances,  Chiefly  Non-Medicinal  Under  1  3  Years , 


981 

Toxic  Effect 
of 

Petroleum 

Products 

983 

C  -jrrosi^e 
aromatics 

Acids 

Caustic 

Alkalis 

983 

Noxious 

Foodstuffs 

Other 

Specified 

989 

Other  & 
unspeci¬ 
fied 

Total 

Bicester 

- 

_> 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Thame 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Bullingdon 

3 

1 

4 

2 

4 

14 

Ploughley 

- 

1 

3 

1 

4 

9 

Henley  M.B. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Henley  R.D. 

- 

1 

3 

— 

1 

3 

3 

4 

11 

3 

11 

32 
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MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


OP 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES 


Public  Health  Inspector 
N.  Scott 


Council  Offices  -  West  Hill  House 
Henley-on-Thames 
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HiNIiSY-i  ^-THAMBIS  BOROUGH  COUTCIL 
FOOD  Aim  DRUGS 


FOOD  AM)  DRUGS  ACT  1933 

(l)  Registration  of  Premises  (Section  l6) 


Registration  For 


Sale 

o.ture 

Manufacture  of 

of 

Sausages  or 

Ice-Cream 

Ice-Cream 

Preserved  Food 

Number 

of  applications 

considered 

— 

^  — 

ft 

tt  It 

refused 

— 

— 

— 

If 

II  II 

approved 

3 

Number 

nov;  on  register 

33 

26 

Two  of  the  premises  registered  during  the  year  belonged  to  Chinese 
take-away  meals  traders.  This  type  of  business,  of  course,  is  being 
established  ..  .y  throughout  th*^  <  .  y  and  it  was  no  surprise  to  learn 

of  a  proposal  to  open  such  a  shop  in  i.enley-on~Thames,  Two  shops  of  this 
kind,  however,  opening  almost  simultaneously,  did  cause  a  fev^  eyebro’.vs  to 
be  raised  -  it  appearing  unlikely  that  the  town  could  produce  sufficient 
business  for  both  to  remain  viable.  My  interest,  of  course,  is  not  viability 
but  hygiene  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  standard  produced,  for  the 
opening  of  ooth  these  shops,  was  very  satisfactory. 

The  other  registration  was  in  respect  of  a  butcher's  shop  where  it  was 
wished  to  barbecue-roast  chickens  for  sale  on  the  premises.  This  reg¬ 
istration  was  approved,  although  it  is  fair  to  say  that,  in  principle,  I 
am  opposed  to  the  sale  of  cooked  meat  in  butchers’  shops  and  would  have 
liked,  dearly,  to  have  recommended  refi  of  this  application.  As  the  law 
stands,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  do  this,  even  though  one  can  see,  quite 
clearly,  the  theoretical  risk  of  cooked  meat  being  contaminated  by  un- cooked 
meat.  The  position  is,  therefore,  that  the  butcher  who  deals  in  cooked 
meat  must  ensure  (while  the  public  health  inspector  is  looking,  at  least  1) 
that  he  takes  "all  such  steps  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  to  protect  the 
food  from  risk  of  contamination". 
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Food  Inspe ct ion 

(a)  Routine  inspection  -  Generally,  the  quality  of  fooa  observed 
during  routine  inspections  has  been  found  to  be  good.  On  a 
number  of  occasions  ho’A'ever,  it  has  been  necessary  to  point 
out  unsatisfactory  refrigeration  arrangements  ana  a  need  for 
greater  care  in  connection  with  stock  control. 

In  connection  with  stock  control,  it  was  most  pleasing, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  to  learn  that  the  largest  food 
shop  in  the  town  was  planning  to  introduce  a  system  of  open 
date-stamping  on  all  perishable  foodstuffs.  This,  of  course, 
was  a  step  of  national  importance  because  this  subject  has 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  controversial  in  recent  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  system  had  been  introduced  and, 
already,  was  being  regarded  as  a  success.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
therefore,  that  this  system  will  become  the  rule  rather  than 
the  exception  and  that  the  sale  of  stale  food  will  become  a 
very  remote  possibility. 

(b)  Voluntary  surrender  -  The  following  foodstuffs  were 
voluntarily  sun  icred,  certified  as  unfit  or  unsatisfactory 
and  duly  disposeu  of ; - 

Tons  Gwts.  lbs. 

Frozen  foods  14 

Tinned  foods 
Fish 

Meat  3 


18 


(c)  Complaints  -  36  complaints,  concerning  foodstuffs,  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  department,  during  the  year,  and  two  of  these 
resulted  in  prosecutions : - 

(i)  On  ple£  ..  .ng  guilty  to  a  charge  of  selling  a 
mould;)  ..ausage  roll,  a  local  ua^  was  fined 

(plus  cClO 

(ii)  In  a  case  where  the  Council  brought  proceedings 
against  a  retailer  for  having  sold  a  cake  which 
was  mouldy,  the  retailer  caused  the  cake 
manufacturers  to  be  brought  before  the  Court,  also. 
At  the  hearing,  the  retailer  pleaded  "not  guilty" 
and  the  manufacturer  "guilty" .  The  magistrates 
convicted  in  both  cases,  however,  and  imposed 
fines  of  £5  (plus  £5  costs)  and  £20  (plus 

£8,15  costs),  respectively. 


35 

94 

13 

59 


89 
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Amongst  the  other  complaints  were  a  number  which  were  serious 
enough  to  have  warranted  prosecution  -  the  meat  product 
contaminated  with  a  mouse  dropping,  the  confectionery  contair  j 
glass,  the  bread  roll  containing  the  tin-tack  and  the  raarmalaae- 
with-the— wasp  being  obvious  examples.  In  these  and  several  other 
cascs,  however,  either  the  complainants  were  reluctant  to  give 
0vidence  in  court  or  the  food  was  produced  ovei’seas  witn  tne 
importer  having  the  benefit  of  a  warranty.  In  sucn  circumstances, 
appropriate  warnings  were  issued  and  steps  taken  to  try  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  further  complaints. 

(d)  Routine  Sampling  -  Routine  sampling,  under  Section  2  of 

the  Act  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
.  xfordshire  County  Council)  and  I  am  grateful  to 
Mx  .  K.V/.  Bishop,  County  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector, 
for  letting  me  have  the  following  inf orraation;- 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March  1971  three  samples 
were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis.  All  were  found  to 
be  genuine, 

(3)  Control  of  Milk 

( a )  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (G-eneral)  Regulations  1939 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were,  on  the 
register,  20  persons  registered  i  c  distributors 
of  milk  ana  2  premises  registered  as  aairies. 

(ii)  It  becoming  apparent  that  no  improvement 

was  r...,:  uting  therefrom,  the  examination  of  cream 
being  sola  in  the  borough  -was  dis-continued. 

None  of  the  cream  is  produced  in  the  borough  and 
the  only  control  possible  by  this  aepartment, 
therefore,  is  in  relation  to  the  storage  of 
the  cream  on  retail  premises.  If  this  is  in 
order  and  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports 
continue  to  be  received,  all  one  can  do  is  to 
report  these  to  the  producer  and  to  the  local 
authority  of  the  district  in  which  the  dairy 
is  located.  If  this  results  in  no  improvement, 
the  exercise  becomes  futile  -  unless  its 
continuance  is  requested  Dy  the  producer  or  ohe 
local  authority  concerned. 

Raw  cream  sales  have  for  long  been  the  subject 
of  concern  amongst  public  health  workers,  vjho 
have  found  it  hard  to  understand  why  the  control 
exercised  over  milk  should  not  be  applied  to 
cream.  Regulations  coming  into  force  in  March 
1972  gi\e  particular  satisfaction,  therefore, 
in  that  they  require  cream  to  be  labelled 
"pasteurised",  "ultra  heat  treated"  or  ’untreated 
as  appropriate.  Perhaps  in  addition  to  this, 
however,  there  is  a  need  to  educate  the  public 
on  the  hazards  of  raw  milk  products. 
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(iii)  Following  consideration  of  a  complaint  concerning  the 
condition  of  a  bottle  in  which  milk  had  been  delivered 
to  a  Henley  resident,  the  Council  resolved  that  legal 
proceedings  be  taken  againf-t  the  dairy  concerned.  The 
bottle  had  been  examined  by  The  Public  Analyst  who 
stated : ~ 

” - and  find  that  it  is  heavily  contaminated 

with  paint.  The  great  majority  of  the  contamination  is 
on  the  outside  of  the  bottle  but  some  (about  20%')  is  on 
the  inner  surface.  There  is  evidence  that  the  bottle 
passed  through  the  normal  wa'^hing  and  sterilising  process 
at  the  dairy  but  this  failed  to  remove  the  contamination." 

At  the  hearing  of  this  case,  in  the  Magistrates 
Court,  the  dairy  fxrm  pleaded  guilty  and  a  fine  of  £50, 
plus  costs  of  £13.15,  was  imposed. 

(iv)  During  the  a bove  hearing,  reference  was  made  to  the 
problems  faced  the  the  dairy  industry  in  connection  with 
returnable  bottles.  The  condition  in  which  some  of  these 
bottles  return  to  the  dairy  was  described  to  the  Court, 
the  members  of  which  were  informed  of  an  innovation  about 
to  be  introduced  by  the  dairy.  This  was  a  reference  to 
the  plastic  milk  bottle  which,  it  had  been  decided,  was 
to  be  introduced  on  a  trial  basis  -  Henley-on-Thames 
having  been  selected  as  the  experimental  area. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  plastic  milk  bottle  was 
still  the  subject  of  considerable  controversy  (see  the 
Cfu;:  rvation  section  of  this  report)  but  there  were  few 
who  did  not  accept  that  it  represented  an  improvement, 
in  term.s  of  hygiene,  over  the  glass  returnable  bottle, 

''£1.  is  not  to  say  that  it  is  irjfallible,  but,  certairlLy, 
there  should  be  no  complaints  of  grossly  contaminated 
milk  bottles,  such  as  ha\e  been  experienced  in  the  past, 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the 
County  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  whom  I  am  grateful: - 

(i)  31  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  f  cu¬ 

test  ing,  All  of  these  passed  une  phospnat8.se  test  out 
3  failed  the  methylene  blue  test.  All  the  failures, 
over  a  short  period,  were  from  the  same  shop  which, 
subsequently,  changed  its  source  of  supply. 

2  samples  of  sterilised  milk  and  1  sample  of  Ultra 
Heat  Tested  milk  passed  the  appropri^ate  tests. 
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( o )  Other  Control  Measures  (Milk) 

The  County  Public  Health  Inspector,  reporting  further  on 
his  work,  states 

(i)  12  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis  and 
all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(ii)  6  samples  of  cream  -/vere  submitted  for  analysis  and 

one  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
cf  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory, 

(iii)  3  samples  of  raw  cream  were  examined  for  the  presence 
cf  antibiotics;  none  was  detected. 

(iv)  13  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  9  heat-treated  samples  produced  1 
unsatisfactory  result  and  the  4  raw  samples  produced 

2  such  results. 

( d)  Brucella  abortus 

No  ra;v  milk  is  sold  in  the  Borough:  no  such  samples 
were  examined,  therefore. 

(4)  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  RegulatJons  1939 

It  did  not  prove  possible  to  toke  any  ice-cream  samples  for 
bafjteriological  examination  during  the  year, 

( 3 )  I'cultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  Borough, 
(information  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  &  Social 
Security) . 


HCCD  ir/CrI3i':  (Markets,  Stalls 


nd  Delivery  Vehicles)  RHGLIu'Vr.iQNS  I966 


Vehicles  inspected  during  the  year  were  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
market  stalls  could  not  be  said  to  have  attained  more  than  a  mininum 
standard  of  hygiene.  Improvements  must  continue  to  be  sought  after, 
therefore . 


HiNLlLY-ON-TIl^ftCS  iDUKOUGri  COUNCIL 


OOP  HYGI^Nt-:  (CKNLItNL')  RI-.GULNTIONS  1970 


T^^pe  of  Food  Premises 

Number 

Number  of  Inspections 

Food  Shops  (including  dairies 
and  bakehouses) 

75 

IDA 

Licensed  Premises  (including 

clubs) 

50 

51 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

15 

o 

i 

Miscellaneous  (Canteens  etc.) 

20 

6 

TOTAL 

160 

191 

Number  of  informal  notices  . . . 66 

Number  of  prosecutions  . . .  1 


The  nev/  Regulations  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  if  full 
use  was  made  of  these  by  authorities  throughout  the  country,  standards 
would  begin  to  rise  rapidly.  Unfortunately  the  degree  of  enforcement 
does  vary  tremendously  ana  this,  combined  with  public  apathy,  means 
that  deplorably  unhygienic  conditions  can  st:  al  be  encountered  -  often 
in  unexpected  places. 

Even  v/here  the  standard  required  has  been  made  well  known  and 
w'here  warnings  have  been  given,  however,  it  can  become  necessary  to 
institute  proceedings,  oo  it  was  with  one  food  establishment  in 
Henley-on-Thames  during  the  year.  Repeated  warnings  having  failed  to 
bring  about  the  desired  effect,  it  was  necessary  to  lay  nine  inform¬ 
ations  before  the  Magistrates.  Two  of  these  were  withdrawn  in  Court, 
but  pleas  of  guilty  were  submitted  in  respect  of  the  remaining  seven. 
The  Magistrates  imposed  fines  of  £10  for  each  offence  and  awarded  the 
Council  costs  of  £f0  -  a  total  of  £90. 


The  frequency  of  inspection  rate  shows  a  slight  increase  over 
last  year,  but  is  still  not  satisfactory,  in  my  opinion.  It  should 
be  noted,  too,  that  the  number  of  informal  notices  has  almost  doubled, 
from  last  year.  This,  perhaps,  is  confirmation  of  the  need  for  more 
frequent  inspections. 
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Hr:N];';Y-0N-THAr4i;;s  borough  council 


HOUSING- 


HOUSING  PROVIDED 


During  the  year  the  following  acconrnodation  was  provided; 


(a)  New  houses  built  by  local  authority  .  NIL 

(b)  New  houses  built  by  private  persons  . 


COUNCIL  HC  BING  LIST 

The  list  contained,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  total  of  2^2 , 

HOUSING  ACTS  1937/61/69  &  PUBLIC  Hl-ALTH  ACTS  1936/61 

(a)  Slum  ( learance 

(i)  2  houses  were  considered  by  the  Council  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  undertakings,  not  to  use  for  human 
habitation,  were  accepted  from  the  respective  landlord. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  it  had  not  proved  possible 
for  the  Council  to  re-house  the  tenants, 

(ii)  2  houses  which  had  been  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders  in 
1968  were  made  fit  during  the  year.  As  a  result,  the 
Council  were  able  to  determine  the  Closing  Orders  and  the 
properties  v/ere  re-occupied. 

(idi)l  house,  empty  since  I967  and  the  subject  of  an  undertaking 
not  to  use,  was  demolished, 

(b)  Housing  Repairs 

Most  of  the  housing  repair  work,  for  which  this  department 
could  take  any  credit,  was  in  connection  with,  houses  \vhich  were 
ihe  subject  of  qualification  certificates.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
a  "fair  rent"  can  prove  to  be  an  incenti\e  in  these  matters. 

( c)  Housing  in  Multiple  Occupation 


It  did  not  prove  po 
subject  during  the  year, 
fire  escape  had  not  been 
owner  undertaking  not  to 


ssible  to  devote  much  attention  tc  this 

In  one  case.  ho-''’ever  -'.here  a  satisfactory 
provided,  the  matter  was  resol\ed  by  the 
lex  the  rooms  which  were  at  risk. 
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HOUSING  (FmNCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1938 
HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSINO  ACT  1939 

HOUSING-  ACTS  I96I,  I964  &  1969 

Improvement  Grants 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  in  whose  department 
Improvement  Grants  are  administered,  for  allowing  me  access  to  his 
grants  register,  thereby  enabling  me  to  compile  the  fcllow’ing 
statistics : ~ 


J - 

1971 

Standard  Grant 

s 

(1 

Discretionary  Grants  : 

! 

OV'/ner- 

Occupied 

- - - T 

Tensn . 
ted 

Total 

Occupied 

Tenan-  m  . 

,  ,  Total 

ted 

Applications  received 

2 

2 

4 

32 

11  43 

”  approved 

1 

2 

s 

25 

11  36 

Amounts  of  grants  approved 

£185 

£110 

>r  '  r'  . 

£17,172 

£4,685  £31,'  7  i 

"  "  "  paid 

£328 

£  61 

£389 

£  7,907 

£7,805  £19',712 

Compulsory  Improvements 


1.  xn  the  1964  Act  Improvement  Areas,  the  following  progress  has  been 
recorded  during  the  year;- 

Greys  Road/Greys  HilV Church  Street  Improvement  Areas 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

4  houses  -  plans  submitted  and  grant  approved 
2  houses  -  improvements  completed 

1  house  -  vacant;  grant  re-submitted  and  approved 

(b)  Owner-occupied  houses  - 

1  house  -  improvements  commenced  and  completed 
1  house  -  improvements  completed 

1  house  -  improvements  commenced  (previously  tenanted) 
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'  Ibert  Road  Improvenient  j&rea 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

3  houses  -  improvements  commenced 

(b)  Owner  occupied  houses 

1  house  -  improvements  commenced  and  completed  (previously 

tenanted) 

1  house  ~  improvements  commenced 
KiUj^s,  York  &  Clarence  Roans  Improvement  Area 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

1  hous  -  plans  submitted  and  grant  approved 
1  housu  -  improvements  commenced  and  completed 

(b)  Owner-occupied  houses 

1  house  -  improvements  completed  (previously  tenanted) 
G-range,  G-rove,  Park  &  Marmion  Roads  Improvement  Area 
Tenanted  houses 

1  house  -  improvements  commenced  and  completed 
Reading  Road/Harpsclen  Road  Improvement  Area 
Tenanted  houses 

2  houses  -  imiprovements  completed 

1  house  -  improvemients  commenced  and  completed 
1  house  -  improvements  commenced 

2.  The  following  table  shows  a  summary  of  the  iimprovements  carried 
out  in  all  the  Improvement  -Areas  in  the  v-'  gh  since  their 
declaration,  last  years  figures  being  shown  in  brackets. 


A.RIrJl 

■-  f  '  1  —  ■ 

Number  of 

houses  improved 

Tenanted 

Ovmer-Occupied 

Albert  Road 

8  (  6) 

6  (4) 

Park  Road  etc. 

17  (16) 

8  (8) 

Kings  R.oad  etc . 

18  (17) 

9  (8) 

Harpsden  Road  etc. 

13  (10) 

6  (3) 

Greys  Hill  etc. 

?  ( -) 

3  (1) 

TOTAL 

58  (49) 

32  (26) 
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It  is,  I  believe,  fair  to  say  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  above 
tenanted  properties  would  have  been  improved  by  this  time  had  it 
not  been  for  the  efforts  of  this  Council  under  the  povvers  given 
to  them  in  the  Housing  Act  I96A. 

3.  The  following  is  the  position  regarding  dwellings  which  are  not 
in  an  improvement  area,  but  the  tenants  of  which  have  made 
representations  to  the  Council  with  a  view  to  having  improvements 
carried  out:- 

2  houses  -  improvements  commenced 
1  house  -  plans  submitted  and  grant  approved. 

fGNT  ACT  1968 

Although  only  four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  a 
number  of  queries  were  received  and  dealt  with  concerning  landlord 
and  tenant  problems. 

The  actual  complaints  received  related  to:- 

(a)  Rent  being  asked  for  too  far  jn  advance.  An  informal 
approach  to  the  landlord  resolved  t?ii3  problem, 

(b)  A  tenant  of  furnished  accommodation  claimed  that  the 
landlord  was  imposing  unreasonable  restrictions  in 
resxject  of  the  use  of  the  bathroom.  Here  again  an 
informal  approach  resulted  in  a  solution  being  found. 

(c)  A  tenant  alleged  that  the  condition  of  the  property  was 
being  allo'wed  to  deteriorate  with  a  view  to  forcing  the 
tenant  to  move.  An  investigation  revealed  that  the 
allegation  was  hardly  justified.  Nevertheless  certain 
unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  and  these  were 
caused  to  be  remedied, 

(d)  In  the  last  case,  a  person  who  wished  the  Council  to 
exercise  po’wers,  under  the  Rent  Act,  to  look  after  her 
interests  was  found  not  to  be  a  tenant  1  The  matters 
involved,  therefore,  were  civil  issues. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  there  seemed  to  be  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  persons  calling  to  seek  advice  on  their  position,  following 
receipt  of  a  notice  to  quit.  This,  of  course  is  an  unenviable 
position  for  any  tenant  to  be  in,  but  one  wonders  whether  this  'will 
become  more  common,  as  the  tenceacy  to  re-aevelop  existing  properties 
increases . 


K.iKLr.Y-~ON-THAMl:.S  BOROUG-E  COUNCIL 
ROlJSINa  ACT  1969.  r’-AIlT  111 

(a)  Applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  in  cases  v^ihere  the 
d'Wc0.1ing  is  short  of  the  qualifying  standard;- 

MuHiber  cP  applications  received... . . .  13 

Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval  granted,,.. . .  11 

(I  tt  n  refus'^d  NIL 

'pplications  being  considered . . .  2 

Number  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued . .  5 

Of  the  11  properties  in  respect  of  which  Certif icates/Provis j onal 
Approval  were  issued,  01  w^as  svibsequentlT,  vacated  ana  the  need 
for  a  Qualification  Cert_  "'icate  no  longer  cisted. 

(b)  A-pplicat ions  for  Qualification  Certificates  in  cases  -here  the 
dw'elling  meets  the  qualifying  standard; - 

Number  of  applications  received  . . . . . . -  .......  36 

"  "  "  rejected... . . . .  6 

Qualif  icat  ion  Certif  icates  issued . 20 

”  "  refused . 1 

”  ”  prov  isionallv)'  refused .  10 

Applications  under  consideration . . . . .  6 

Of  the  6  applications  which  were  rejected,  the  rea.'--on  in  four 
cases  was  that  the  applications  v/ere  founa  not  to  re  la 
controlled  tenancies.  In  the  other  two  cases,  the  sta.'idard 
amenities  had  been  provided  after  25th  August,  I969  -  the 
effective  date  of  the  legislation. 

Strict  13^  speaking,  there  is  no  provision  for  the  provisional 
refusal  of  Qualification  Certificates.  In  practice,  however, 
it  if  found  teat  such  an  arrangement  gives  applicants  the 
opportunity  of  carrying  out  necessary  r\;paii's  without  having, 
subsequently^,  to  submit  a  new  application. 

foot  To  convert  a  controlled  tenancy  into  a  lugulatea 

tenancy,  a  landlord  must  obtain  a  Qualif  icatiLon  Cei'ti  fi.caue . 
tie  will  only  receive  such  a  certificate,  from  the  local 
authority,  if  the  dwelling-in-question  satisfies  the 
qualifying  standard  (has  a  bathroom  etc.  and  A.  in  good 
repair) . 

On  obtaining  a  Qualification  Certificate,  the  landlord  can 
approach  the  lent  Officer  with  a  view  to  having  a  fair  rent 
registerea  in  respect  of  the  dwelling. 
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HENLEY~ON~THiUlES  BOROUG-H  COUNCIL 


CARAVAN  SITES  CONTROL  OF  DEYLLO PIvLaiT  ACT  I96O 
CARAVAN  SITES  ACT  I968  ” 


Number  of  new  licences  issued...,...,. . . . .NIL 

Number  of  licences  renewed . . . . . NIL 

Total  number  of  licences  in  force  at  end  of  year. .  3 

Total  number  of  caravans  permitted  at  end  of  year .  87 


Although  the  site  licence  has  not  expired,  one  site  has  been 
cleared  of  the  caravan  previously  stationed  thereon.  Two  other  small 
sites  have  been  cleared  of  their  caravans  -  a  total  of  three. 

Two  problems  were  experienced  in  connection  with  the  principal 
site  during  the  ycar*.- 

(a)  The  Council  requested  the  site  proprietor  to  ensure  that 
the  use  of  farm  land,  on  certain  occasions,  by  members  of 
The  Caravan  Club  etc,  does  not  incon' enience  or  prejuaice 
the  rights  of  the  residential  site  tenants.  The  Council 
had  in  mind,  particularly,  the  effect  which  such  camping 
could  have  on  the  water  supply  availability, 

(b)  Complaints  conoinued  to  be  received  concerning  the  condition 
of  the  toilet  block  which,  although  situated  in  the  Borough, 
serves  the  holiday  site  in  the  Rural  District,  The  prop¬ 
rietor  was  advised  of  the  need  to  review  the  amount  of  time 
currently  being  spent  on  cleaning  the  block,  and  the  Rural 
District  Council  were  approached  and  arrangements  made  to 
ensure  a  joint  approach  on  this  problem,  in  the  future. 

There  are,  of  course,  no  holiday  sites  (for  caravans  or  tents) 
wii;',in  the  Borough. 


FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


PREMISES 

(1) 

,  —  '  1 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(0 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  -which  Sections 

1,2, 3, 4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

2 

1 

1 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  nol  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  local  Authority 

53 

18 

p 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  if  enforced  by  the  local 

Authority  (excluding  out-work 
premises) , 

1 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

55 

20 

3 

- 
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t 

pi  T^TIJ.'^TTT 

fV 

\  / 

NUNBER 

DL? 

CF  CA3.cS  IN  WHICH 
LCTS  WERE  FOUND 

NUMBER  OF 
CASES  IN 
WHICH 

PIGS  :xt:tlc:;s 

•T.7  ' 

;j\tTlTUT  ,iJ 

(6) 

FCLI\D 

(?) 

RE  MEL 

J. 

0) 

-  LEFI 

1  vf 

H.M. 

Insp. 

(P 

RIED 

3Y 

U,M. 

Insp 

(■^) 

'A'ant  of  cltianlineGO 

~ 

- 

i.  ver  :)rowU.  Ing 

- 

~ 

-• 

• 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

-■ 

Ineil'ective  drainage  of  floors 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

;.a  nit  a  ry  C  c  nve  n  J.  e  no  e  :  ~ 

(  a  )  I  ns  uf  f  i  c  ient 

_ 

- 

' 

•  • 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defeotiive 

1 

1 

•• 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

-■ 

.ther  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

7 

J 

1 

- 

3 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

havii  been  received ,  there  would  appear 
outwo.  ':er3  in  the  '  ^ 


lists 
Z.0  be  no 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RA.imY  PREMISES  ACT  I963 


REGISTRATION 

(a)  The  total  number  of  registered  premises  shows  a  net  increase  of 
11,  there  having  been  26  additions  to  and  I5  remo\als  from  the 
register. 

(b)  Of  the  additions  to  the  register,  only  three  related  to  employers 
who  had  given  notice  to  the  Council  of  their  intention  to  employ 
persons.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council,  being  concerned 
about  the  failure  v,  '  people  to  give  such  notice,  resolved:- 

(i)  that  the  position  be  drawn  to  the  attention  of  local 
solicitors,  the  Law  Society,  the  Henley-on-Thames  Chamber 
of  Trade  and  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade. 

(ii)  that  the  above  bodies  be  warned  of  the  Council’s 
intention  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  in  future, 
in  respect  of  such  contraventions  of  the  Act. 

(iii)  that  the  above  bodies  be  advised,  in  cases  of  doubt,  to 
contact  the  appropriate  local  authority  official  with 

a  view  to  ensuring  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 


CONTPJVVENTIONS 


8/)  infomal  notices  were  issued  and.  in  these,  reference  was  made 
to  the  following  matters 

Overcrowding . 2 

Temperature . . 22 

’Y'tilation. . 4 


Lif^nting . . . . . . .  1° 

Sanitary  conveniences . . . . . . .  12 

Y/ashing  facilities . . . . . .  H 

Supply  of  drinlcing  water . . . . .  2 

Sitting  facilities . . . . . . . . . .  2 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs.. . . . . .  10 

Guarding  of  machinery . . . .  4 

First-aid. . . . . . . . . . . .  25 

Lifts  and  hoists..,,. . . . . . . .  2 

Notification  of  employment  of  persons . .  25 

Information  for  employees  . . . . .  40 
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ACCIDLNTS 


Eight  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  six  of  these  being 
from  one  employer. 

The  most  unfortunate  accident  involved  the  manager  of  a  large  store 
who,  v/hile  testing  a  fire  escape  in  the  presence  of  a  Fire  Officer,  fell 
severa.l  feet  to  the  ground,  sustaining  a  broken  leg. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  types  of  accident: - 


Cuts  involving  use  of  dangerous  machinery.... . 3 

Fracture  -  fall  from  ladder, . . . . 1 

Fracture  -  fall  on  same  lev  . . . 1 

Strained  back  following  slij- . 1 

Bruising  etc,  -  fall  from  step  ladder . . . 1 

Bruising  etc.  -  struck  by  falling  oods . ....1 


In  the  three  eases  v/herc  employees  using  dangerous  maoriinery  haa 
sustained  cuts,  the  evidence  ■'suggested  momentary  lapses  '  ?  part  of 

the  respective  employees.  The  employer  was  advised,  therefore,  to 
remind  his  staff,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  hazards  presented  by  this 
type  of  machine, 

DEFECTS  R]-MEDIvD 

During  re-inspec  tions ,  a  numbe'"’  of  matters  were  found  to  have  been 
attended  to.  These  included  improve.  ting  and  lighting  arrangem.ents, 
provision  of  hot  v;ater  supply  and  imp^i  oved  sanitary  accommcciat ion. 

SHOPS  ACT  iSbO 


SHOPS  (EIRLY  CLOSING  DAYS)  dCT  1963 

Increased  interest,  aircngst  traders,  in  6  day  trading  resulted  in 
the  making  of  another  order  exempting  certain  shops  from>  the  legislative 
provisions  which  require  the  observance  of  an  early-closir^  day.  In 
this  case,  the  shops  affected  wer^  tbo. e  in  the  "Toys”  ana  "Stationers” 
classes , 


it  the  end  of  the  year  it 
v/oulc  be  requested. 


eemed  jikely  that  more  such  orders 


P'F  ANlYiLS  ACT  1931 

The  sole  pet  shop  in  the  borough  continues  to  be  the  only  pr  ;mises 
licensed  under  this  Act.  It  is  operated  satisfactcily. 


HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBnRS 


Ths.c.i  establishmentc  continued  to  be  vvei.l  run  and  no  proolems  were' 
;n  .ounterea  luring  liie  year. 
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PUBLIC  E.ALTH  ACT  1-36  -  SUCTION  89 


Inadequacies  in  the  sanita 
premises  were  pointed  out  to  the 
undertaking  to  remedy  these  v/as 


ry  arrangements  provided  at  four  licensed 
respective  owners  and,  in  each  case,  an 
outained , 


Over  the  last  few  years,  great  improvements  have  been  effected 
in  the  facilities  provided  for  customers  in  public  houses,  restaurants 
etc.  in  the  borough.  Unfortunately  these  improvements  are  not  always 
matched  by  an  increase  in  the  degree  of  responsib-.lity  exercised  by 
a  section  of  the  public  tov;ards  these  facilities.  The  provision  of  hand¬ 


washing  facilities  for  customers  is  not  a  legal  requirement  ana  it  is 
easy  to  understand  how  a  proprietor,  dis-illusicned  at  having  soap  and 
towels  stolen  daily,  will  dis-continue  the  provision  of  such  essentials, 
1  believe,  therefore,  that  such  facilities  should  be  made  a  legal 
requirement,  ever  if  the  net  result  is  a  further  increase  in  the  cost 


of  eating” out. 


'.-TdR  SUPPLY 

Details  of  the  borough  water  supply,  source,  treatment  analysis 
etc.  are  being  presented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his 
annual  report. 

Three  complaints  "were  received  by  this  departmt..t ,  Two  of  these 
were  referred  to  the  Thames  Valley  V/ater  Board  while  tx.e  third  was 
investigated  jointly  by  that  authority  and  this  department.  In  all 
these  cases  the  supply  was  found  do  be  satisfactory. 


SuYfERAGH  AND  SEYlAGi]  DISP0SA.L 

Improvements  in  the  storm,  v/ater  drainage  system,  in  the  South 
Uard,  were  comm-enced  during  the  year,  while,  in  the  North  lard,  because 
of  fears  expressed  by  the  Tatar  Board  in  respect  of  their  borehole 
water  supply  at  Dcanfield,  arrangements  v/ere  mace  for  theprovision  of 
a  ..^rface  water  sewer  (instead  of  soa'  ways)  on  a  private  housing 
pr'.  ject  at  Deanfield. 

No  changes  occurred  in  relation  to  the  foul  sewers  during  the 
year  and  only  one  dv/elling  house,  previously  served  by  -^-ank, 

was  connected  to  a  sev/er.  There  remain  therefore,  73  houses  (together 
with  some  caravans)  vxhich  have  no  corjiection  to  the  sev^er. 

No  new  developments  took  place  at  the  disposal  works  although, 
during  the  year,  it  became  possible  to  use  the  supply  of  "home-made” 
Methane  gas  in  the  sludge  digestion  process. 


li.NL:'.Y~0N-TH4MJ.S  BOHOUGH  COUNCIL 


ATMOSPITCRIC  P0LIUT30N 

The  department’s  activities  under  this  heading,  during  the  year, 
v;ere  confined  to  d^alir^g  with  complaints,  the  majority  of  which 
related  to  domestic  properties. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  give  further  consideration  to  the 
establishment  of  a  smoke  control  programme  for  the  oorough,  ''vVith 
local  government  re-organisation  so  close  at  hand,  it  would  seem 
appropriate  to  defer  consideration  of  this  until  the  greater  resources 
of  the  new  district  authority  make  it  possible  to  give  this  subject 
the  attention  it  deserves. 


NOISL  ABATEfivNT 

Thirteen  complaints  v/ere  received  during  the  year,  the  following 
being  an  analysis  of  noise  source 


Industrial . . . 4 

Building  site .  1 

Commercial . .  :> 

Re  Great  ional . .  i 

Road  works .  2 

Domestic  . . . . . . 1 

Traffic . 1 


Traffic  noise  dotjo  not  normally  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  aepartment  ana  so  it  v/as  in  the  case  referred  to  above  - 
even  though  the  traffic  involved  was  proceeding  to  and  from  a 
building  site  which,  to  some  extent,  was  controlled  by  the  Council. 

Not  all  of  the  other  complaints  were  proved  to  have  been 
jus -.if  led  and  in  no  case  was  formal  action  necessary.  Infernal  action 
was  taken  wherever  necessary  however,  anc  h  .';.  .roved  effective  even 
thouffh  in  the  case  of  the  building  site,  it  did  not  result  in  the 
complete  elimination  of  noise.  Vvhat  it  did  ensure  was  that  all 
jna-bly  practicable  steps  were  taken  to  reduce  noise  nuisance 
to  the  Icv/est  possible  level. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  encouraging  to  note  the  increasing 
regularity  with  which  silencers  are  being  used  in  connection  with 
pneumatic  drills.  There  are  still  occasions  when  the  coni.ractors 
need  to  be  reminded  but  these,  gradually,  are  becoming  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule. 
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The  Planning  Authority  were  again  reminded  of  the  need  to 
enforce  a  planning  condition  requiring  double  glazing  at  a  workshop 
where  there  is  a  potential  noise  nuisance.  It  is  not  hard  to  understand 
Vv’hy  residents  become  agg"'...^A'  -d,  when  they  witness  the  non~enf orcement 
of  conditions  which  have  been  made  for  oheir  protection. 

"Neighbourhood  Noise",  a  report  by  the  iYorking  Group  on  the 
Noise  Abatement  Act,  was  published  in  October.  Prom  this,  it  seems 
clear  that  there  is  going  to  be  an  expanding  field  of  activity  for  public 
health  inspectors ,  in  dealing  with  the  ever-growing  problems  created  by 
excessive  noise.  One  v/onders,  too,  whether  there  is  likely  to  be,  in 
the  future,  provision  for  the  creation  of  noise  control  areas. 


PSTROLiUM  (PJiGUL/'TIOl';  .■  '"TS  192b  AND  1936 

In  last  year’s  annual  report,  1  suggested  that  changes  in 
licence  conditions  etc,  might  prove  to  be  a  controversial  subject. 

How  controv-rsdal  is,  by  now,  well  known. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  adopted  new  "licence  conditions" 
and  a  set  of  "approved  meti.ods  of  storage  and  handling",  both  of 
which  had  been  prepared  by  a  petroleum  officers  working  party  for  adoption 
by  all  Oxfordshire  District  Councils . 

The  Council  resolved  that  the  nev;  conditions  and  approved  methods 
be  introduced  in  respect  of  new  in.stallat ions  with  effect  from 
1st  April,  1971  and  that  existing  installations  be  subject  to  the 
new  conditions  from  1st  January/,  1972.  So  far  as  the  "approved 
methods"  were  concerned,  however,  the  Council  resolved  to  consider, 
from  time  to  time,  the  extent  to  which  these  should  be  applied  to 
existing  installations. 

As  a  result  of  such  consideration,  the  Council  resolved  that 
four  licences  would  not  be  renev/ed  at  31st  December,  1972.  The 
proprietors  of  one  of  these  establishments  decided  to  discontinue 
the  storage  anc.  sals  of  petrol  and,  in  cue  course,  arranged  for  the 
removal  of  the  pumps  and  the  filling  of  the  tanks  with  conciete. 

The  other  three  licence  holders  have  the  opportunity  of  appealing 
to  the  Home  Office  against  the  decision  of  the  Council  -  a  decision 
which  v/as  not  taken  lightly. 

The  four  cases  referred  to  aoo\e  represented  "Lo;e  with  the 
most  obvious  shortcomings  -  in  terms  of  the  new  "approved  methods". 

The  review  of  licensed  premises  will  continue  during  the  coming 
year,  however. 


'■0 
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Ni\TIONi\L  ASS  13 TANGS  19A8 

It  was  not  necessary  curing  the  year,  to  arrange  for  any  burial 
under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act.  The  conditions  in  ’which  several 
old  and  infirm  persons  were  living  were  kept  under  review,  however,  in 
case  if  became  necessary  to  consider  their  removal  to  an  old  peoples' 
home.  In  these  cases,  conl.act  was  maintained  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  health  and  the  Heal  th  Visitors , 


r  T  G0NTR.0L 

Pest  control  measures,  free-of-charge,  in  respect  of  r.:  t.  , 
mice  and  wasps  continued  to  be  provided  vvhere  required  in  dornestuo 
properties.  This  service,  as  in  previous  years,  was  provided,  on 
contract  by  Messrs,  Rentckil  Laboratories  Ltd. 

RODLMT  GONTROL 

78  complaints  were  received  and  all  but  five  of  these  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Rentokil  Ltd.  for  attention.  In  the  oth^r  ca-es 
the  complainants  were  advised  as  to  easures  which  should  be  taken. 

iASPS 


171  complaints  were  received  (a  recoro,  perhaps  I)  and  all 
of  these  were  dealt  with  effectively  by  Messrs.  Rentokil, 

PIGhON  CONTROL 

No  pigeon  control  v/ork  v/as  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  this  problem  during  the 
coming  year. 

■D,*  enq 


Included  in  this  list  were  complaints  relating  to  ants,  bees, 
fleas,  cluster  flies,  squirrels  and  ’'bugs”. 

The  "bugs”  proved  tc  be  flies  of  a  species  wnich  are  ncrmally 
parasitic  Swifts,  both  on  the  adult  bira  anu  on  the  nestlings . 
Populations  over-winter  in  the  old  swift  nests,  reinfesting  the 
birds  on  their  return.  It  is  untsual  to  finu  the  flies  inacors 
but,  where  this  does  occur,  the  obvious  remedy  is  to  remote  the  nests. 
Vvhere  this  cannot  be  done  or  is  noc  desired,  the  problem  can  only  be 
controlled  by  the  use  of  insecticides  and  efforts  to  seal  the 
building  against  entry  of  the  flies. 
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INFLCTIOUS  DISEASES 


Perhaps  the  most  interesting  case  of  infectious  disease  investigated 
during  the  year  involved  a  seven  years  old  girl  who  u  ceen  affected 
by  food  poisoning.  Laboratory  reports  indicated  that  the  causative 
organism  was  a  very  unusual  type  v^hich  had  last  been  isolated  in  1967  - 
from  a  duck.  The  young  girl  was  the  only  one  so  affected  and  the  source 
of  the  illness  could  not  be  detected  -  specimens  from  the  rest  of  the 
family,  the  pet  guinea  pig,  terrapins  and  goldfish  tank  being  submitted 
fcr  examination  and  being  found  to  be  negative,  A  similar  result  was 
also  obtained  in  respect  of  a  specimen  from  the  lerrapin  tank  of  the 
local  pet  shop. 

Another  food  poisoning  case  v/hich  was  investigated  involved 
a  family  who  had  arrived  here  from  the  Par  east  and  whoce  ilj.ness 
appeared  to  be  attributable  to  a  meal  consumed  on  the  aeroplane. 

Two  individual  cases  of  dysentery  were  investigated  and,  in 
relation  to  the  same  disease,  help  was  given,  at  a  local 
institution,  vnth  investigation  and  control  measures.  This  included 
help  and  advice  with  the  necessary  disinfection  procedure. 

Other  control  work  undertaken  during  the  year  included  the 
usual  surveillance  of  persons  arriving  in  this  country,  and 
proceeding  to  Henley,  without  being  in  possession  of  a  valid 
vaccination  certificate. 


COI^^ON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough  (This  information 
is  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security) . 


SUUGHTER  OF  MIIviiLS  ACT  1938 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  borough  and  only  one 
licence,  to  slaughter  pigs  and  calves,  using  an  approved  humane  killer, 
was  issued  during  the  year. 


.iDUCATIGN 


As  in  past  years,  I  was  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
giving  talks  to  (a)  pupils  of  the  Grammer  School  and  (b)  students 
at  the  Technical  College,  Two  visits  were  made  to  the  Grammer 
School,  a  talk,  on  public  E,  1th- in-gene x’al  being  given  to  one  class 
whil-.  ,  as  on  my  visit  to  the  Technical  College,  the  subject  matter 
for  the  other  class  was  Pood  Hygiene. 


Iii..NL''.Y-ON~Tr.IAll-'S  BOROUfJH  COUI'JC 


1.  b 


COIv^S:UHVATIOH 

Interest  in  the  environment  oontxnues  and  hardly  a  day  goes  by 
'//it}iout  a  solemn  v/arning  being  issued,  by  somebody,  about  one 
envxronmental  crisis  or  another,  which  faces  mankind,  blast ics  is 
a  subject  which  has  featured  regular].y  in  these  warnings  and  the 
arguments  which  arose,  following  the  introduction  of  pla.tic  milk 
bottles  into  the  Borough,  were  to  be  expected. 

Problems,  such  as  are  presented  by  the  increasing  use  of 
plastics,  are  not  solved  by  emotional  outbursts  or  exraggerated  claims, 
however  ^  although  an  informed  "ginger”  group  can  play  a  useful  part. 
It  is  tc  the  Council’s  credit,  therefore,  that  they  "kept  their 
cool",  despite  bein,g  cast  as  villai  s  of  the  piece,  and  set  about 
a  careful  study  of  the  facts  of  the  matter. 

Their  study  revealed  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  need  for 
immediate  alarm  over  the  effec.ts  of  plastic  waste  in  the  refuse 
to  be  disposed  of  in  Henley,  ""hey  realised,  how'ever,  the  n.^ed 
for  regular  review  of  the  situation  and  the  need,  too,  in  respect 
of  the  wider  issues  involved,  for  consicerati on  of  ihi  matter 
at  national  level. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Council  did  not  appear  o  satisfy  a 
certain  section  of  the  public.  In  the  circumstances,  ho'.vevcr,  it  is 
hard  to  see  what  more  the  Council  could  have  C  ''ne. 


TH..  FUTUHIl 


Perhaps  the  problems  presented  by  plastic  milk  bottles  will 
appear  trifling  after  we  become  engulfed  with  the  problems  of  locFil 
government  re-organisat ion  I  Time  will  tell. 

In  last  year’s  report  1  referred  tc  the  possibility  of 
fragmentation  of  the  environmontai  health  service.  It  has  been 
satisfying,  therefore,  during  the  year,  to  learn  that  environmental 
health  functions  generally  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  district 
councils .  Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  second  reading 
of  the  Local  Government  Bill,  Mr,  Peter  Walker,  Secretary’  of  State 
for  the  environment,  said;  "I  decided  that  environmental  health 
was  best  dealt  with  at  district  level.  This  will  enable  the 
districts  to  employ  t.he  public  health  inspectors  who  can  continue  to 
carry  out  the  range  of  function.s  which  Hon,  Members,  on  both  sides, 
will  agree  they  have  carried  out  exceedingly  vvell  in  the  past," 

If  the  Council  share,  as  I  hope  they  do,  the  abo  e  view,  what  is 
nov;  important  is  that  they  seek  to  ensure  the  organisation  of  the  new 
district  on  such  lines  as  will  allow  all  environmental  health  functions 
to  be  kept  together  and  controlled  by  a  public  health  inspector. 

Seconds  out  ~  round  31 
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Public  Health  Inspector 

TAYLOR,  MoA.P.H,!.,  MoR,S.H.  (Resigned  Spring  1971) 
o  TANNER,  M.A.P.H.I,  (Appointed  1st  June  1971) 


Council  Offices,  The  Garth,  Bices ter o 
Tel:  Bicester  2915/6 
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^r/TPuOmiENTAL  AKD  jPUBLIC  ^HEALTH 
Atmospheric  Pollution 

It  would  be  wrong  for  anybody  living  in  Bicester  to  think  that  as  it  is  a  rural  district 
there  is  no  pollution  of  the  atmosphere o  There  is 5  but  at  present  this  is  unmeasured  and 
unmonitored  but  should  be  as  a  matter  of  course,  so  that  at  least  the  extent  of  the  pollutior 
can  be  assessedo 

On  a  purely  local  scale  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  unnecessary  burning  of  refuse 
carried  out  by  tradei's^  (This  may  point  to  an  enlarged  refuse  collection  to  accommodate  a 
waste  paper  collection).  Also  an  increase  the  number  of  central  heating  units  that  are 
being  installed  sometimes  increases  the  sale  of  garden  incinerators,  most  of  which  are  nothir 
more  than  wire  containers,  an  abomination  whi  .re  impossible  to  operate  smoke-free®  They 
raise  the  thorny  problem  of  the  burning  of  ga  >-en  refuse®  It  is  quite  clearly  impossible  to 
stop,  and  probably  undesirable®  Unfortunately  the  offenders  tend  to  be  selfish  and  light 
fires  at  any  old  time,  and  usually  the  finest  times  of  the  year®  If  a  little  bit  of 
forethought  was  applied,  together  with  a  little  bit  of  co-operation  between  gardeners,  the 
nuisance  value  of  this  act  could  be  lessened® 

Noise  Abajbement 

Our  Society  is  paying  more  attention  to  the  effects  that  noise  has  upon  the  individual 
in  all  walks  of  life  and  under  all  circumstances®  The  results  have  been  remarkable  and 
national  bodies  are  at  present  campaigning  for  all  sorts  of  changes  to  improve  the 
'environment*  and  free  it  from  noise®  Perhaps  a  neurotic  approach  has  led  to  an  overkill  of 
the  problem,  resulting  in  the  more  practical  and  commonsense  solutions  and  preventative 
measures  being  ignored®  In  a  community  one  has  to  live  with  a  certain  amount  of  noise,  and 
one  adapts  to  certain  sounds®  It  is  unnatural  sound,  the  sound  at  the  wrong  moment  which 
attracts  the  attention®  No  greater  offenders  can  be  found  than  aircraft  and  industrial 
nois  e  © 

The  residents  of  this  area  are  blessed  with  a  busy  trunk  road  through  town  and  a  ; 

profusion  of  airfields,  and  may  have  adjusted  to  some  of  the  aircraft  noises®  Industry  and 
housing  are  growing  closer  together  and  the  potential  for  noise  to  be  created  and  be  a 
nuisance  is  growing  too®  It  is  essential  that  all  steps  are  taken  in  the  earliest  planning 
stages  to  assess  what  risk  there  is  and  to  do  something  then,  rather  than  waiting  until  the 
problem  is  created® 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  half  year  this  office  undertook  49  treatments  against  rats,  of  which  30  , 

were  on  complaint®  This  appears  to  be  in  keeping  with  the  averages  over  the  past  few  years, 
but  there  is  a  definite  increase  in  rat  lovement  and  established  infestations  as  against  thos 
in  the  past  which  have  tended  to  be  migratory  infestations®  This  is  owing  to  the  ** treat  on 
complaint"  policy  adopted,  and  the  lack  of  permanent  baiting  points  and  check  system© 

A  fundamental  weakness  of  the  "on  complaint"  system  is  its  reliance  upon  every  sighting 
being  reported®  Quite  recently  four  entrenched  infestations  have  been  dealt  with.  The 
figures  for  1972  are  likely  to  be  much  higher®  This  is  a  pity  for  many  reasons,  one  being 
that  a  town  such  as  Bicester  lends  itself  to  the  total  control  or  eradication  of  rats,  and 
considering  the  annual  damage  these  animals  do  it  is  desirable  that  they  be  eliminated 
whenever  possible® 

A  small  survey  of  part  of  the  Council's  sewerage  system  showed  evidence  of  rats,  which 
were  dealt  with®  The  main  sewer  runs  seen,  were  virtually  rat  free  although  a  survey  of  ^ 
this  sort  should  be  view  in  perspective,  that  is  that  it  can  only  prove  there  are  no 
established  infestations  at  the  time  of  inspection® 

The  Council's  Rodent  Operator  is  semi-retired  and  operates  three  half  days  per  week. 
Control  of  other  Pests 

The  Council  have  determined  that  pigeons  shall  be  controlled  and  to  this  end  a 
permanent  trapping  point  is  to  be  maintained®  The  results  will  be  reported  on  next  year® 
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Liie  action  is  necessary  as  pigeons  are  not  only  a  nuisance  which  causes  a  considerable  amount 
Df  damage,  but  have  been  known  to  carry  disease  and  parasites It  is  desirable  in  the 
general  public  interest  that  there  numbers  be  controlled® 

[nsect  Pests 

The  Council  does  not  provide  a  service,  except  in  cases  of  emergency®  However,  free 
idvice  is  always  available*  Since  the  introduction  of  charges  for  treatment,  there  has  been 
lai^ly  any  complaints  other  than  wasps®  There  have  been  four  complaints  of  infestations  of 
^leas  and  four  complaints  of  infestations  with  bed  bugs®  Again  this  is  not  excessive,  and 
:he  people  were  in  each  case  referred  to  a  private  firm®  It  has  been  surprising  to  note 
bhe  escalation  of  these  firms"  charges  duri  g  the  last  few  years,  and  this  raises  the  point 
bhat  today  can  people  afford  these  companies  se-"n.ces?  Let’s  hope  they  can*  During  the 
lalf  year  23  visits  were  made  in  connection  v.  xnsect  pests® 

lairdressers 

The  Council  does  not  have  any  bye-laws  specially  adopted  for  hairdressers,  and  apart 
;‘rom  visits  for  other  reasons  no  hairdressers  shops  were  especially  inspected  this  year® 

[n  this  area  the  incidence  of  octo-parasites  has  dropped  sufficiently  to  reduce  the  pressing 
irgency  once  required,  together  with  increased  public  awareness  the  standards  of  hygiene  in 
general  encountered  at  most  hairdressers,  is  acceptable® 

/ivic  Amenities 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  has  in  the  past  been  active  in  the  removal  of  abandoned  and 
lerelict  cars,  and  there  are  virtually  none  in  Bicester  at  the  time  of  writing®  Having 
established  a  procedure  for  their  removal  and  disposal  and  dealt  with  the  pressing  problems, 
bhe  function  has  been  passed  to  another  department®  During  1971  three  abandoned  vehicles 
vere  moved  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor's  department  following  service  of  notice  to  remove,  one 
jar  was  returned  to  roadworthiness  by  the  owner®  This  compares  favourably  with  the  figures 
'or  1969  (182)  1970  (150)  and  would  indicate  how  successful  Mr®  Taylor’s  blitzkrieg  was® 

Communicable  Diseases 

Prior  to  my  appointment  there  were  cases  of  food-poisoning  which  were  investigated  by 
bhe  Inspectors  of  Ploughley  R.DoC* 

The  list  of  communicable  diseases  occuring  in  this  district  is  given  elsewhere  by  the 
ledical  Officer  of  Health®  Sixteen  visits  in  relation  to  contacts  of  typhoid,  cholera, 

’ood  poisoning  and  glandular  fever  have  been  made®  All  were  successfully  completed® 

! 

environmental  Health  Education 

This  is  probably  the  most  important  but  the  most  neglected  part  of  any  health  worker's 
;*ield,  and  I  have  heard  many  times  the  same  lament,  unfortunately  where  time  is  at  a  premium 
It  is  always  the  first  to  be  sacrificed  generally  on  the  altar  of  statistics®  Apart  from 
ceeping  posters  circulating  and  a  few  pep  talks,  not  much  has  been  accomplished®  Time  and 
aoney  permitting  it  is  hoped  that  some  positive  steps  can  be  achieved  next  year®  I  mention 
aoney  here,  to  remind  the  reader  that  education  is  not  obtained  for  nothing  and  that  necessai 
lids  will  need  purchasing® 

Swimming  Pjcql  and  Sports  Centre 

Bicester  rejoices  in  having  some  of  the  most  excellent  sports  and  recreation  facilities 
Dossible®  The  swimming  pool  has  now  been  open  long  enough  for  a  routine  to  be  established, 
ind  the  bathing  water  is  regularly  tested  and  so  far  always  proved  satisfactory  *  There  are 
i  number  of  rumours  and  complaints  from  users,  about  the  apparent  lack  of  control  over 
jathers  who  are  suffering  from  skin  diseases  and  disorders,  but  this  is  not  so®  The  other 
sections  of  the  Sports  Centre  are  equally  well  maintained  and  operated®  Nine  visits  vnre 
aade  for  specific  reasons* 
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itjfuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  office  has  no  direct  involvement  in  the  day  to  day  running  of  these  services,  but 
jy  their  very  nature  a  close  eye  is  kept  on  themo  1971  has  seen  a  change  in  the  method  of 
jollection  and  removal  from  households,  one  which  has  been  long  overdue o  This  is  very 
satisfactory,  and  for  the  future  a  watch  needs  to  be  kept  on  the  changing  character  or 
refuse  now  being  disposed  of «  There  is  growing  tendency  for  the  indiscriminate  incineration 
bf  combustible  wastes  in  breach  of  the  Clean  Air  Actso 

Drainage 

Eighteen  visits  have  been  made  in  conrr  ction  with  defects  to  private  drainage  and 
pollution  of  watercourses  from  drains «  One  emr-^'p-ency  notice  was  served* 

ff&ter  Supply 

All  houses  have  as  far  as  is  known  a  piped  water  supply  from  the  Oxfordshire  County 
Council® s  water  grid*  There  is  one  property  with  a  functioning  well*  This  water  was  sampled 
and  found  to  be  satisfactoryo 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

(in  Refreshment  Houses) 

A  series  of  notices  were  served  upon  occupiers  of  refreshment  houses,  requiring  the 
installation  of  sanitary  facilities  for  use  by  members  of  the  public o  There  has  been 
controversy  over  the  enforcement  of  some  of  these  notices,  and  it  is  still  being  discussed* 

(in  G-eneral) 

Most  premises  visited  had  adequately  provided  sanitary  facilities,  where  there  were 
defects  it  was  more  a  matter  of  maintenance  than  in  the  basic  provision  or  structure* 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  are  provided,  and  maintained  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor*  £ 
staff*  There  is  need  for  additional  conveniences,  and  there  is  shortly  to  be  erected  a  new 
block  in  the  north  of  the  town. 

Li-tter 

A  problem  difficult  to  deal  with*  There  are  regular  street  cleansing  staff  and  their 
arduous  work  is  regularly  performed*  The  streets  are  occasionally  cleaned  by  the  Oxfordshire 
County  Council’s  mechanical  Road  Sweeper*  The  main  offenders  are  members  of  the  public  and 
they  are  aided  and  abetted  by  the  tendency  of  shops  to  pack,  wrap  and  bag  every  item  one  buys 
Also  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  town’s  take<=away  food  trade*  It  is  one  thing  providii 
additional  litter  bins,  but  another  making  the  people  use  them* 

Together  with  this  goes  the  highly  undesirable  and  very  dirty  practice  of  allowing  dogs 
to  foul  footpaths*  As  a  nation  we  are  extremely  particular  about  disposing  of  our  wastes, 
we  almost  venerate  and  enshrine  our  own  sewage  and  yet  allow  our  pets  to  fertilise  the 
landscape  and  public  footpaths*  These  latter  items  can  be  countered  by  sound  Environmental  : 
Health  Education* 

Petroleum  Acts 

Bicester  has  nineteen  licenced  petroleum  spirit  stores,  of  which  sixteen  are  for  re-sale 
and  one  is  for  storage  in  cans*  All  bulk  stores  are  underground*  During  1971  one  new  garage 
opened,  one  garage  ceased  retail  sale,  three  tanks  were  filled  with  cement  on  discontinuance, 
of  which  one  was  filled  in  after  it  became  unsafe®  There  is  one  installation  that  is  under 
temporary  disuse  and  is  filled  with  water* 

All  installations  are  subject  to  inspection  and  annual  licencing  and  there  is  a  detailec 
code  of  practice  governing  most  aspects  of  the  petroleum  storage  and  handling  trade..  These 
were  recently  revised  after  long  and  careful  work  by  the  Oxford  County  Petroleum  Officers 
Association,  in  an  effort  to  produce  an  up-to-date  document  and  to  regularise  administration 
within  the  county  area*  These  new  codes  of  practise  will  come  into  force  this  year  for  all 
existing  installations*. 
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The  pertoleum  industry  is  a  highly  specialised^  modern  and  rich  organisation  and 
high  speed  hulk  movement  has  been  on  their  priority  development  listo  Over  the  past  years 
the  quantities  of  petrol  permitted  to  be  moved  in  bulk  has  steadily  increased^  This  will 
produce  a  new  demand  for  parking  areas,  and  the  Home  Office,  alive  to  this  situation  have 
requested  Local  Authorities  to  consider  the  provision  of  safe  lorry  parks o 

Health  Safety  and  Welfare 

(in  Offices,  Shops  and  Workplaces)  i 

There  was  a  host  of  minor  Acts  and  Regulations  which  have,  over  the  years,  served  as 
the  legislation  providing  protection  for  the  employee  in  his  working  environment.  These 
were  not  exactly  consolidated,  but  were  U.  some  extent  regularised  with  the  passing  of 
the  1963  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premise"  This  has  been  followed  by  a  wealth  of 

advisory  leaflets  and  government  publicatic  .  on  administration  and  practical  problems o  j 

It  is  a  function  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  enforce  the  regulations  and  the 
Acts,  to  investigate  accidents  and  to  provide  an  advisory  service.  Again  this  is  a  piece 
of  legislation  which  like  the  Factories  Acts  initially  aroused  nothing  but  resentment, 
but  has  over  the  past  years  done  a  great  amount  towards  improving  working  conditions,  | 

Unfortunately  some  of  the  topics  are  so  specialised  that  the  layman  has  difficulty 
in  appreciating  the  relevance  to  his  place  of  employment  or  his  premises  if  he  is  an 
owner , 

Bicester  has  reported  only  three  accidents  lis  year,  quite  frankly  this  is  not  a 
true  figure,  and  many  accidents  are  going  unreported ,  I  am  confident  that  this  is  not 
because  of  any  deliberate  intention  to  flout  the  law,  but  one  of  ignorance.  Some 
accidents  may  seem  minor  injuries,  but  even  these  can  be  caused  by  an  inherent  fault  in  | 
the  fabric  of  a  building  or  working  procedures,  | 

Many  accidents  are  just  thatj  pure  mischance  and  involve  no  action  on  the  part  of  j 
the  owner  or  business  man.  Accident  investigations  do  make  safety  consciousness  more  a  | 
reality. 

In  the  sphere  of  mechanical  factories  there  is  little  that  the  Council  has  a  direct  j 
responsibility  for,  other  than  ensuring  that  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  satisfactory,  | 

This  has  always  been  a  slightly  ludicrous  situation,  and  with  Local  Authorities  ! 

increased  involvement  in  other  workplaces,  together  with  their  already  existing  ‘ 

responsibilities  for  other  functions  which  take  them  into  factories,  it  is  hoped  that  i 

eventually  sanity  will  prevail  and  the  Health  Safety  and  Welfare  functions  of  all  || 

legislation  will  be  grouped  under  one  administration,  | 

Thirteen  visits  were  made  to  factories  during  the  year.  There  are  twenty^nine  i| 

factories  registered  under  the  Act,  with  the  Council,  and  of  these  about  four  new 
premises  have  been  entered  and  four  have  been  deleted.  One  unregistered  factory  was 
detected  and  the  situation  regularised.  There  are  no  known  outworkers  employed  in  the 
town.  I 

94  visits  were  made  to  Offices,  Shops  and  Workplaces  where  781  persons  are 
employed.  There  are  119  registered  premises®  Six  new  ones  were  registered  during  the  i| 
year. 


Housing 

( General) 

The  responsibilities  for  housing  in  Bicester  are  divided  and  so  it  is  impractical 
+•0  give  a  true  overall  picture, 

(Older  Housing) 

Mr.  Taylor  commenced  a  broad  spectrum  detailed  survey  or  older  housing  in  Bicester, 
one  dictated  by  legislation.  Originally  it  was  intended  to  cover  all  housing  act 
functions  but  it  cannot „  owing  to  fragmentisation  of  responsibilities  of  administration. 
The  survey  is  now  detailing  which  houses  are  unfit,  and  their  future  by  demolition  or 
closure  and  their  potential  for  repair  is  also  assessed.  The  survey  is  in  its  second 
phase  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  potential  of  the  survey  is  being  lost 
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(Clearance  Areas) 

At  the  present  there  are  no  areas  being  dealt  with  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957c 

(Unfit  Housing) 

To  date  there  are  a  known  162  houses  which  are  unfit  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Housing  Actso  The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  a  house  is  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  owner  with  a  request  for  action®  Unfortunately  owing  to  the  haphazard  clerical  set 
up  this  is  not  up  to  dateo 

(Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation) 

Bicester  has  eleven  of  these®  which  c  excessive  nor  a  real  problem®  They  are 

an  undesirable  type  of  accommodation  and  o»  are  strongly  recommended  to  convert  to 

flats.  With  grants  of  up  to  £1^200  available  the  reticence  of  some  owners  is  surprising® 

(Housing  Repairs) 

So  far  as  any  worthwhile  housing  repairs  have  been  effected  under  the  Public  Health 
ActSs  and  then  generally  through  informal  action* 

(Rent  Acts) 

No  applications  made 

(Common  Lodging  Houses) 

None  in  Bicester 

(Caravan  Sites) 

There  is  one  licenced  caravan  site  in  Bicester* 

Housing 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Doe,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  information  contained  in 
paras®  1  and  2  below:* 

(New  Housing  (Council)  ) 

The  17  bungalows  in  Old  Place  Yard  were  completed  and  occupied  and  have  been  the 
subject  of  many  congratulatory  comments  from  the  tenants® 

The  development  of  the  old  Market  End  House  Site  is  well  under  way  and  a  few  houses 
were  occupied  before  the  end  of  the  year*  The  remainder  are  scheduled  for  completion 
during  the  first  half  of  1971  and  will  provide  a  further  20  houses  and  11  bungalows*  The 
houses  will  have  full  central  heating  by  means  of  gas  or  electric  warm  air  and  are  the 
first  houses  built  by  the  Council  to  be  thus  equipped. 

Work  is  expected  to  commence  early  in  1971  on  Phase  II  of  the  Glory  Farm  Estate  and 
will  provide  a  further  52  units  of  accommodation* 

(New  Housing  (Private)  ) 

During  1970 ^  a  total  of  5^4  private  houses  were  completed  and  by  the  year  end  a 
further  192  were  in  various  stages  of  construction*  It  is  very  interesting  to  note  the 
number  of  houses  and  bungalows  which  are  being  built  by  owners  for  their  own  occupation, 
many  of  these  on  sites  purchased  from  the  Council* 

Development  of  the  housing  estates  for  UoSoA*Fo  personnel  and  their  families  continuet 
on  the  Bucknell  Road  and  Glory  Farm  areas  and  most  of  these  are  now  occupied* 

(Council  House  Improvements) 

Following  the  survey  or  houses  in  the  East  Street.®  George  Street^  Hudson  Street  and 
The  Crescent  areas  last  year®  improvement  in  the  form  of  modernisation  and  provision  of 
standard  amenities  was  well  on  the  way  to  completion  by  the  year  end* 
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Food  Control 


(Slaughter  House  and  Meat  Inspection) 

Bicester  has  at  the  moment  only  one  licenced  small-scale  Slaughter  House,,  with  an 
average  weekly  kill  of  25  animals.  There  are  three  licenced  slaughtermen  in  Bicester ^ 
two  of  whom  kill  hereo 

The  animals  killed  are  of  first  class  quality  and  in  keeping  the  rejected  carcass 
parts  are  low, 

A  slight  rise  in  the  incidence  of  intestinal  parasites  occurred,  this  is  often 
seasonal  and  apparently  weather  condition-^  during  1970  indicated  an  increase  in  the 
vector  snailo  A  slight  connection  was  noted  with  the  supplying  farm,  and  the  prevalence 
of  parasites. 

The  slaughter  house  is  extremely  well  operated  and  maintained  for  its  size  and  kill, 
and  good  relations  are  maintained  between  the  staff  and  this  office. 

Any  unfit  meat  or  offal  is  now  kept  locked  up  until  the  Engineer's  Cleansing  Staff 
can  move  it  the  following  morning.  It  is  then  buried  on  the  refuse  tip,  at  a  depth  of  6 
feet.  This  means  of  destruction  is  under  the  circumstances  adequate  for  Bicester's  needs, 

Slaughtering_Returns  for  1971 

Pigs  Sheep  &  Lamb  Calves 

325  646  1 

This  is  a  considerable  drop  of  37%  over  1970  and  58^  over  I969. 

Total  of  972  animals  killed. 

Rejected  carcasses;  Nil, 

Rejected  parts  and  organs:  Liver  -  I76  lbs.  Hearts  "3s  Heads  (Pig)  "  3 

Lung  =  8  lbs. 

Approximate  weight  -  215  lbs , 

No  evidence  of  tuberculosis  or  Taenia  Bovis,  found  during  the  year, 

(Conditions  found) 

Pleurisy,  Pneumonia,  Pericarditis,  Corynebacterium  Equi,  Ascaris,  Cirrhosis,  Necrosis 
Filiariasis,  Fascioliasis ,  Strongyles,  Indurations,  Abscessesm  Taenia  Ochonococcus,  Taenia 
Ovis,  (encapsulated  in  heart  point)  Fatty  Change,  Adhesions,  Severe  Bruising,  Ecto¬ 
parasites,  inflammation  and  Oedema  associated  with  chills. 

My  thank  to  the  Staff  of  Ploughley  R,D,Co  for  assisting  with  mean  inspection  during 
my  absences. 

Unfit  Food 

During  1971  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  seize  any  unfit  food  on  the  odd  occasion 
where  unsound  food  has  been  displayed,  no  sales  were  made  and  after  informing  the  Vendor 
the  food  has  been  removed, 

A  considerable  quantity  of  unfit  food,  has,  however  been  surrendered.  This  is 
particularly  distressing  when  one  takes  into  consideration  that  these  figures  are  for  6 
months , 

Food  Safety  apart,  food  wastages  on  this  scale  which  exterpolated  would  give  an 
approximate  annual  loss  of  1043»000  lbs,  in  Bicester  alone,  are  tragic,  and  much  of  this 
loss  could  be  avoided,  especially  with  fresh  or  frozen  foods. 

Recorded  as  surrendered  from  1,6,71  ”  31«12,71® 

Meat  ;  Total  931  Us, 

(Liver  -  20  lbs.  Beef  -  390,  Pork  -  3^6,  Assorted  •=  155) 

Canned  Foods:  Total  545  lbs. 
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Fruits  (Fresh); 
Frozen  Foods; 
Cake: 

Ice  Cream; 


Total  >00  Ibso 
Total  1,728  lbs 
Total  135  IbSo 

i 

Total  300  IbSe 
4,959  lbs 


Complaints 

A  number  of  complaints  about  the  condition  of  food  when  sold,  have  been  made  to  this 
office.  No  legal  proceedings  have  yet  been  ken^  (although  a  case  is  pending)  in  nearly 
all  cases  cautionary  letters  were  sente 


Wood  in  Cornish  Pastie 
Class  in  Milk  Bottle* 
Maggot  in  Can  of  Soup* 
Maggot  in  Hard  Cheese e 
Mouldy  Bread  Rolls « 


Charcoal  in  Loafo 
Mouldy  Cottage  Cheese* 
Decomposed  Pancake  Roll 
Maggots  in  Brie  Cheese c 
Wasp  in  Cake® 


It  would  be  fair  to  say  that  these  figures  bear  no  relation  to  the  actual  incidence  of 
food  contaminated,  unsound  or  unmarketable®  Today  most  firms  wisely  operate  a  refund 
system. 

The  first  job  the  Public  Health  Inspector  has  to  do  on  the  investigating  of  a 
complaint,  is  to  try  and  establish  where  the  blame  lies  and  to  ensure  that  there  will  be 
no  re-occurrence,  further  endangering  the  public.  Naturally  during  processing  of  many 
foods  they  are  exposed  to  hazards  which  are  intrinsic  in  the  processing®  In  many  cases  it 
is  grossly  unfair  to  proceed  against  a  firm  with  excellent  food  hygiene  records  and 
established  quality  control  standards  with  the  extremely  strict  Food  &  Drugs  Act  penalties® 
It  is  necessary  to  assess  if  reasonable  safety  precautions  are  taken  and  how  severe  is  the 
threat  to  the  public  health  and  safety®  There  are  many  problematic  ramifications,  not  the 
least  being  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  unable  to  inspect  food  prepared  in  say, 
Arbroath,  and  marketed  in  Bicester,  liaison  between  the  Inspector  of  that  town  will  establl 
the  quality  of  the  firm  being  dealt  with® 

Other  abhorrent  practices  are  negligence  and  bad  storage  on  the  part  of  the  traders 
marketing  food®  Most  of  the  traders  seen  in  Bicester  are  conscientious. 


Catering 

We  come  now  to  the  Cinderella  of  the  food  trade  and  the  sphere  where  there  is  much 
room  for  improvement  nationally®  It  is  not  the  function  of  this  report  to  detail  the 
perils  and  hazards  your  "ham  roll’  is  subjected  to,  nor  the  suffering  of  the  ubiquitous 
sausage  on  their  journey  to  your  stomach® 

Food  is  so  fundamental  to  us  that  we  scarcely  consider  it  possible  one  should  be  taugir 
how  to  clean  or  cook  or  prepare  foor  -  "little  bit  o*  muck  did  nobody  any  harm"  a  little 
bit  of  good,  clean,  sterilised  muck  certainly  didn’t. 

This  problem  opens  wide  fields  for  potential  education  prospects  and  will  be  pursued 
during  1972®  Unfortunately  it  is  another  seemingly  unproductive  job,  but  one  where  the 
results  can  be  rewarding  to  all  concerned® 

Market  Stalls  and  Mobile  Shops  and  De^livery_yehicles 

On  the  whole,  Bicester’s  transient  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  are  quite  fair,  they 
are  difficult  to  control  by  the  very  nature  of  their  trade,  but  control  is  exercised® 

Approximately  28  vehicles  have  been  examined  and  defects  were  found  in  four.  A 
prosecution  resulted  in  one  meat  wholesaler  being  fined  £37®  with  costs® 

The  market  is  visited  regularly,  24  formal  visits  being  made  in  1971 j  small  points 
were  rectified® 
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Poultry 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants  in  Bicester*  As  a  general  problenij  the 
^iovernmentj  advised  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors j  do  examining  of  all 
aspects  of  the  enormous  poultry  industry  with  a  view  to  introducing  safety  measures 
during  the  preparation  stages.  Storage^  transport  are  hazardous  time  and  again  one  is  left  t 
ithe  mercies  of  the  retailer*  s  integrity. 

le gi s tered  Premi s e s 

Certain  premises  have  to  be  registered  for  sale  of  certain  food  and  drink ^  and  the 
ipreparation  of  other  foods.  It  is  essential  t’oat  certain  foods  are  sold  only  from 
registered  premises.  It  is  thought  that  a  w  of  the  classes  of  registration  might  be 

profitable  in  the  light  of  modern  technique^  and  the  rapid  changes  in  the  food  industry. 


i 

i 

I 

I 


I 


RETURNS  AND  STAT JSTICS  o 


From  the  1st  Ju^  1971  to  31st  December  1971 o 


Inspections  a  visits  and  interviews  for  statutory  responsibilities o 


Housing_Acts« 


Housing  19 
Individual  Unfit 

Housing  5 
Repairs  3 
Grants  23 
H.IoM«0o  22 
Caravans  1 


Public  Health  Actso 


Infectious  Diseases 

16 

Drainage 

18 

Water  Supplies  (Well) 

2 

Housing  (inclo  Council) 

14 

Nuisances 

33 

T^’.ffluvia 

11 

Accumulations  & 

Refuse 

3 

Noise 

37 

Watercourses 

9 

Miscellaneous 

8 

Food  Acts* 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Confectioners 

Fishmongers 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Sweet  Shops 

Take  Away  Food  Shops 

Greengrocers 

Grocers  &  General  Stores 
Licenced  Premises 
Hotels s,  Restaurants 
and  Snack  Bars 
School  Kitchens 
Delivery  Vehicles 
Milk  &  Dairies 
Miscellaneous 


Factory  Act^o 


Factories 


Offices j  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Acts* 

Offices 

Shops 

Warehouses  (Wholesale) 


4 

5 

3 

3 
1 

4 
9 
2 

23 

9 

12 

1 

28 

2 

23 


13 


3 

14 

8 


Pest  Control  Acts 


Sewer  Baiting  30 
Rats  42 
Mice  2 
Pigeons  12 
Insects  23 
Others  1 


Petroleum  Actso 


I  ns  t  alia  t  i  ons 


16 


Miscellaneous  o 


Rag  Flock  Act  4 
Hairdressers  2 
Poultry  Houses  1 
Allotments  3 
Publicity  Boards  6 
Public  Conveniences  3 
Swimming  Pools  9 
Other  Visits  25 


Visits  for  Special  Programmes 

Housing  Survey 


Routine  Visits  o 

Markets  (Weekly) 
Slaughter  Houses 
Petroleum  Installations 

Food  Inspected  (During  Half  Year) 

Carcasses 
Cansj  Frozen  Food 
etc,  for  human 
consumption 

Examination  and  Comment  on  Plans 

Submitted  for  approval,  under  Housing  Acts, 

Health  Acts,  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 

Clean  Air  Acts,  0,SoRoPo  etc. 

Complaints 

G-eneral 

Food 

Rodents 

Insects 

S_tat3^stical  I^turnSo 

Number  of:-  Catering  Establishments 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Fish  Fryers 

Fishmongers 

Ice  Cream  Storage 

Greengrocers 


131 

24 

29 

21 

972 

5,154  Ibsc 


6 


59 

15 

35 

2 


26 

3 

6 

3 

2 

1 

6 


Confectioners 

4 

Off  Licences 

3 

Grocers,  Supermarkets 

17 

Pubs  and  Clubs 

17 

Sweets 

6 

V/holesalers 

5 

Petroleum  Installations 

19 

Factories 

29 

Upholsterers 

1 

Wells 

1 

Markets 

2 

Registers . 

* 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

Slaughtermen 

3 

Dairies 

6 

Section  I6,  Food 

22 

Factories 

29 

O.S.R.P,  Premises 

119 

Houses  in  Multiple 

Occupation 

11 

Housing  Surveyed 

293 

Caravans 

1 

Unfit  Houses 

162 

Upholsterers 

1 

TOTAL  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

648 

AI'JALYSIS  OF  NOTICES. 

Informal  Formal 

Complied  With 

Prosecution 

Public  Health  Acts 

2  7 

0 

0 

Housing  Acts 

CM 

1 

1 

Food  Acts 

0  11 

5 

2 

Clean  Air  Acts 

2  0 

2 

0 

0 oS  .R.P, 

1  0 

1 

0 

Factories  Act 

1  0 

1 

0 

Petroleum  Acts 

0  3 

3 

0 

Factories  Act  I96I  (Section  153  (l)) 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1,  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  visits  made  by  Public  Hea 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 

V/ritten  Notices 

Occupie' 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Pros ecu 
(5) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3,4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  in 
( i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

29 

13 

1 

0 

Ocntinuedo  <>  o » 


Premises 

(1) 


Number  on 
Register 

(2) 


Inspections 

(3) 


Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 


I 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


(5) 


Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-v/orkers® 
premises ) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

29 

13 

1 

0 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  founde 

NIL 


Part  Vlll  of  the  Acto 

Outwork  Sections  133  a-^d  134 


NOKE  IN  BICESTER 


URBAN  DISTRICT 


Public  Health  Inspector 
K.  Calcutt 
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URBAN  DISTRICT 


1  .  Housing 

Nil  Council  Houses  built  and  occupied „ 

47  Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  c 

93  Housing  applications  were  outstanding  at  31®12o7^  . 

2.  Caravans 

23  Caravans  were  on  the  five  licensed  sites  in  the  area, 

3 .  Inspections  made^  Notices  serve ‘  d  Orders  made 


Inspections  under  Public  Ht  ixin  Act  1936  . . . . .  o , . . . .  1  20 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act  o  . . . . . . . . . . 1 1"! 

Notices  served  (informal)  Under  Public  Health  Act  <,,<,.00  13 
Notices  served  (informal)  under  Housing  Act  . .  Nil 


4 o  Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Etc  ^ ,  Regulations  1  947-32 

No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year;  there  are  no 
manufacturers  in  the  district  0 

3 •  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

493  visits  have  been  made  to  Shops,  Market  Stalls  and 
Restaurants  during  the  year,  and  “viiere  applicable,  suggestions 
have  been  made  to  proprietors  to  improve  the  handling  of  open 
foods,  special  attention  being  given  to  personal  hygiene, 
sanitary  and  washing  facilities o 


6, 


I^iimber  of  Food  Premises  according  to  type  of  business 


Slaughterhouse  „ « 
Butchers  Shops  „ , 
Dairies  o « . . » . , . . 
Restaurants  » . , , , 
Public  Houses  „ „ . 
Hotels  oooo,*,*,. 
General  Stores  » ^ 
Grocers  oa,ooooo& 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Fruiterers  » „ ,  „ ,  o 
Supermarkets  » . , „ 


•  ••099999090e0«00 

•  ••9909090099A990 

<»»90e090«9«0999a0 

9«9*0099*e*««0900 

900Q0999099999990 

009»99ee000090*00 

<»»99«««O*«9*09O9e 


1 

4 

1 

4 

15 

4 

13 

7 

1 

3 

4 


7 »  Number  of  Premises  Registered  under  Section  1  6  of  Food  and  Drugs 
— —  Manufacture  of  Sausage  „ . .  * « .  o , . » ,  2 

333^0  ^C0  0X^03111  ee>*o999osa«*ao»o 

Fislfl  »0900«0»«***®0*««00»0» 

Chinese  Restaurant  (Take  away)  o..  '1 


80  Condemned 


Disposed  by  incineration  and  to  approved 


contractors 


Meat  and  Offal 

T^rsi^  00, 

Frozen  Foods  , , 
Other  Foods  „ » « 


90,256 

lbs 

310 

lbs 

-1 ,532 

lbs 

4,622 

lbs 

1 


9 


TABIiE  A  0 

REGISTRATIONS  iiND  GENERAL  ir'^SPECTIONS 

Class  of 

Premises 

Number  of 
Premises  Nev/ly 
Registered 

Total  Number 
of  registered 
Premises  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

of  Regis¬ 
tered  Premises 
receiving  one  or 
more  general 
inspections 
during  the  year 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Offices 

2 

26 

3 

Retail  Shops 

2 

58 

7 

Wholesale  shops 
Warehouses 

2 

6 

2 

Catering  Estab¬ 
lishments  open 
to  the  Public, 
Canteens , 
Restaurants 

Nil 

6 

3 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots 

Nil 

1 

0 

6 

97 

15 

Ti’iBLE  B. 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered 

Premises  (including  General  Inspections;  113 


10, 


TABLE  C, 

i'iN/VLYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  (F  PERSONS  H/IPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  AT  THE  ETO  CF  THE  YEAR 

(O 

(2) 

Class  of  V/orkplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Male  Female  Total 

88 

127 

21  5 

«ooo«aoo<»oooo«o*G 

V/holesale  Departments  -  . 

122 

204 

326 

Ijl/arel^OUlSeS  •«oaf»€)»»*aaoooa«o 

Catering  Establishments 

80 

1  2 

92 

open  to  the  public  . . . 

6 

26 

32 

- 

— 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

2 

Totals 

298 

369 

667 

2 


i 


1  SLAUGHTERHOUSE  RECORDS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Animals 

.  Heifers 
& 

Steers 

Cows 

& 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

ci)er  Killed 

4,670 

449 

108 

16,436 

29,383 

51,046 

aber  Inspected 

4,670 

4^1-9 

108 

16,436 

29 , 383 

51 ,046 

leases  other  than  tuberculosis 

Co  Bovis 

6  Steers 

3  Heifers 

2  Bulls 

10  Cows 

5 

...  . 

127  Ev/es 

5  Lambs 

. 

5  Sows 
172  Pigs 

335 

xases  of  v^iiich  some  part 
organ  was  condemned 

1,808 

j 

— 

12 

5,009 

5,716 

12,545 

pcentage  of  number  inspected 
“ected  with  disease  other  than 
jerculosis  and  C«  Bovis 

35 o 729  - 

■■ — ^ — - 

15 . 741 

25o023 

20,056 

25,232 

TUBERCULOSIS 
}le  Carcases 

Nn. 

NIL 

NH. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

ceases  of  v.hich  some  pau't  or 
jan  was  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

128 

128 

PCentage  of  number  inspected 
fected  with  Tuberculosis 

Nil. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

0,439 

0,351 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 
ole  carcases 

NIL 

IITL 

NHo 

rcases  of  which  some  part  or 
gat'i  v/as  condemned 

30  — 

30 

rcases  affected  with  C »  Bovis 
d  refrigerated. 

14  — ■ 

14 

rcentage  of  number  inspected 
fected  with  Co  Bovis 

0„59  — 

.086 

riiber  of  animals  accompanied 
a  vetinary  surgeons  Cert* 

12 

12 

3 

1 

6 

34 

mber  of  such  animals  condemned 

2 

1  part 

+  5 

2  parts 

1  part 

3  parts 

7  partf 
+  7 

ight  in  lbs  of  carcases 
ndemned 

7,318  — 

295 

5,764 

15,731 

29,108 

ight  in  lbs  of  part  carcases 
ndemned 

1 

SS 

1 

1 

1 

- - 

4 

2,468 

6,255 

10,438 

ight  in  lbs  of  organs  condemned 

19,455  — 

'  — —  — 

6o 

12,1  31 

1 3,822 

45,468 

ight  in  lbs  of  meat  condemned 
b.er  than  at  time  of  slaughter 

5,242 

ight  of  food  condemned  other 
an  at  slaughterhouse 

OP  v^HICH  1 
OF  REPRIGE 

,532  LBS  Yl 
NATION  PAL 

A  RESULT 
.URES. 

6 ,464 

tals  v;eight  of  food  condemned 

9^,720 

mber  Breeding  animals 

- 

435  Cows 

21  EUlLs 

- 

17  Rams 

1  Goat 
5,773  Bives 

6  Boars 
64  Sows 

6,327 

3 
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BULLIN&UON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chief  Public  Healtn  Inspector: 

K.T.  Jolley,  M.R.a.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.N.I.P.H.L. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

F. A.  Fawectt,  D.P.A.  \,Uxon)  -  (Retired  31«5.71) 

G. F.  Tasker.  -  Appointed  1.6.71  ) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

K.  uiather. 
n.  rinnock. 

J.  Fisher.  -  Appointed  7»6,7l) 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

K.  Sheffield. 


Council  Offices,  London  Road, 
^AHHATLLY,  Oxford.  0X9  1YR. 
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i?’ACTORli!;S  ACT,  1  b^b1 

Part  1 

1  .  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Premises 

W umber  cn 

Register 

umber  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

^i^  Factories  in  whicn  Sections 

1  ,2,3j4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities. 

19 

26 

NIL 

NIL 

(iij  Factories  not  included  in 
^i;  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  local  aathoilties. 

108 

133 

1 

i\IL 

(,iii;  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority  ex¬ 
cluding  oatv?orxers’' 
premises) . 

45 

31 

wlL 

i'jlL 

TuTAnS  . . . 

172 

190 

1 

ivlL 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  viere  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  v/hich  defects 
were  found. 

Numoer  of  cases 
in  which  prose- 
,  cut ions  were 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  h.M. 

Inspector 

py  n.M. 

inspector 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(3.1;   .. 

NIL 

NIL 

nil 

NIL 

NIL 

I  Overcrowding  (S.2j 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

INlL 

I  Unreasonable  tempera- 
l  ture  ( S  o  3  J 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  {  So4J 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (  S. 6 ) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
CS.7j 

(aj  Insufficient 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

1 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outworkers ) . 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

TOTALS  . . . 

1 

1 

rrL 

1 

NIL 

”  3  - 


BULLimON  RLRAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Part  VITI 

Outwork  -  Section  1  33  and  1  34 


Section  1  33 

Nature  of  Work 

Y/earing  apparel  -  making  etco 
Stuffed  toys. 


TOTAL 


Number  of  Outworkers 
in  August  List 

9 

3 

1  2 


Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  Council  ...  NIL 
Number  of  prosectutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  ...  NIL 

Section  1 34 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  ...  NIL 

Notices  served  ...  NIL  Prosecutions  ...  NIL 

Y/ATLR  SUPPLY 

The  Rural  District  is  served  by  two  statutory  v;ater  undertakers: 

Thames  Valley  Water  Board  and  the  Oxfordshire  and  District  V/ater  Board;  the 
former  providing  supplies  to  the  Parishes  of  Benson  and  Swelme,  and  the  latter 
to  the  remaining  Parishes. 

The  Thames  Valley  Y/ater  Board- report  that  adequate  quantities  of 
water  are  available  from  boreholes  at  Cleeve,  near  G-oring,  and'  is  distributed 
via  storage  reservoirs  at  Y/oodcote,  Nettlebed,  and  Beggarbush,  and  a  water 
tower  at  Cookley  G-reen.  No  instances  of  contamination  of  the  supply  requiring 
s.'.ecial  treatment  occurred  during  the  year,  the  water  conforming  to  a  high 
standard  of  purity  and  containing  a  lov/  level  of  fluoride  (less  than  0.1  p.p.m. ). 
A.  chemical  analysis  of  the  v/ater  from  Cleeve  No.  2  borehole  indicates  that  it 
is  a  hard  water  with  slight  alkalinity,  clear  and  bright  in  appearance. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Oxfordshire  and  District  Y/ater  Board  from 
five  boreholes  and  one  reservoir,  the  natural  fluoride  levels  of  which  are  as 
follows : 

Number  of  samples  I  lu oride  in  mg/litres  as  F . 


kax . 

Min.  j 

Average. 

Berinsfield  bore 

•  9  • 

4 

0.73 

0.65 

0.70 

Britwell  bore 

•  •  • 

4 

0.1  6 

0.05 

0.1  0 

Kingston  Blount  bore 

•  99 

4 

0. 1 6 

Nil 

0.08 

Lewknor  bore 

9  •  • 

4 

0.08 

Nil 

0.02 

Yfatlington  bore 

9  9  9 

4 

0.14 

Nil 

0.  05 

1 5"  main  from 
Horspath  reservoir 

•  9  • 

24 

0.  27 

Nil 

0.1  2 

The  water  supply  to 

the  area 

has  been 

satisfactory 

in  quality 

and 

quantity  and  no  action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

The  number  of  dwellings  and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  direct  to  houses  is  set  out  in  the  following  table.  One 
dwelling  at  Stanton  St.  John  is  supplied  by  standpipe. 


1 

Mains  water  direct  to 

houses 

» 

Parish 

Totals 

Year  1971 

Totals 

Population 

51 .1  2.70 

Connections  made 

31 .12.71 

supplied 

New  houses  | 

Old  houses 

3i  .12.71 

Adwell 

- 

— 

— 

Aston  Rovirant 

209 

4 

1 

214 

641 

Beckley  3z  Stowoal 

1  53 

- 

- 

1  58 

628 

Benson 

933 

1 

- 

961 

3499 

❖  27 

Berinaf ield 

773 

16 

- 

789 

2345 

Be r rick  Salome 

67 

3 

2 

72 

201 

Brightwell  Baldwin 

59 

- 

- 

59 

174 

Britwell  Salome 

49 

~ 

- 

49 

1  29 

C ha 1 grove 

647 

15 

1 

663 

1852 

Chinnor 

1488 

48 

- 

1536 

4537 

Clifton  Hampden 

183 

1  0 

- 

193 

534 

Crov/ell 

23 

- 

23 

54 

Cuddesdon  &  Denton 

139 

- 

- 

139 

436 

Culham 

107 

2 

- 

109 

408 

Guxham  with  Easingtrn 

47 

- 

47 

164 

Dorchester 

282 

2 

- 

284 

971 

Drayton  St. Leonard 

94  1 

2 

- 

96 

238 

Elsfield 

35  ! 

- 

35 

1  01 

Ewelme 

261  ; 

»:‘2 

263 

787 

Forest  HUL  v.'.Shotovsr 

225 

- 

225 

745 

Garsington 

407 

~ 

407 

1  355 

Great  Haseley 

VO 

3 

- 

179 

517  - 

Great  Ivlilton 

245 

3 

- 

248 

819 

Holton 

68 

- 

- 

68 

249 

Horspath 

Vf5 

1  2 

- 

457 

1612 

Lev/knor 

135 

3 

- 

138 

416 

Little  Milton 

115 

- 

- 

115 

332 

Littlemore 

2186 

- 

- 

2186 

7678 

Marsh  Bald on 

86 

3 

1 

90 

292 

Mars ton 

1164 

16 

_ 

1 1 80 

471  2 

Newingt on 

39 

- 

- 

39 

1  28 

Nuneham  Courtenay 

55 

- 

- 

55 

165 

Fyrt  on 

33 

- 

- 

33 

98 

Ri  s  incurs  1 3:  Sandhills 

985 

3 

- 

988 

3522 

Sandf  ord- on -Thame  s 

1 1  0 

5 

- 

115 

434 

Shirburn 

38 

- 

- 

38 

96 

Stadhampt on 

237 

1 

- 

238 

770 

Stanton  St.John 

133 

- 

- 

133 

746 

Stoke  Talmage 

25 

- 

- 

25 

70 

Sydenham 

94 

- 

- 

94 

259 

Tets worth 

168 

2 

- 

170 

553 

Thomley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Tiddington  w.Albujy^ 

163 

- 

163 

509 

Toot  Baldon 

35 

5 

3 

43 

1 25  ! 

Tov/ersey 

136 

1 

136 

426 

ft'arborough 

297 

21 

i 

318 

1045 

V/aterperry 

50 

- 

- 

50 

165 

Viaterstock 

28 

- 

_ 

28 

1 01 

Watlingt on 

692 

33 

- 

727 

2394 

Yiheat  field 

14 

- 

— 

14 

2i4 

Wheatley 

1147 

2 

- 

1149 

4072 

Woodeat on 

23 

- 

- 

23 

58 . .  _ 

217 

8 

TOTALS  . 0 . 

15308 

’=‘27 

’''‘S 

15562 

52206 

244 

10 

Suppliers  :  Oxford  and  District  Water  Board. 
’''Thames  Valley  Y^ater  Board, 
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_exaiiiiri_a 1 1  on  of  s upp li e s  by  Public  Health  Inspectorate 


Thrc'e  satisfactory  samples  of  water  vjere  taken  from  public  mains  supplies, 
one  each  from  forest  Hill,  Nunehami  Courtenay  and  'Vaterperry. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  fi*om  private  supplies,  v;ith  unsatisfactory 
samples  shown  in  brackets. 


Par;i  sh 

Source  of  supply 

Numbers 

Berrick  Salome. 

Shallow  w'ell. 

1(1 ) 

Culham, 

Artesian  well. 

1 3(  fcj 

Great  Milton. 

Shallow  well. 

Deep  borehole. 

HO; 

H1; 

Little  Milton. 

Spring. 

1(1; 

Marsh  Baldon. 

Shallow  well. 

1(1; 

Nune  ham  C  our  t  e  nay . 

Spring  to  shallow  v/ell. 

Stadhampton. 

Shallow  well. 

no; 

Tetsworth. 

Shallow  v^ell. 

6(6; 

X  t  -L  <  •  « 

29(  1B; 

83fo  of  the  unsatisfact ory  samples  were  grossly  contaminated,  and,  as 
expected,  shallow  wells  arc  the  usual  source  of  pollution.  The  contamir^,tion 
in  the  artesian  v«felJ  at  Gulham  was  caused  by  drainage  from  neighbouring  munured 
land  percolating  into  faulty  service  pipes. 

ANb  SMACih  L>13  HJ dAL 

26'*  connections  were  mxade  to  the  sewers  during  the  year;  67  of  these  to 
old  propo-o^ies. 

The  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  serve  Great  haseley  and  Little 
Milton  became  operational  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  ccniract  for  the  sewerage 
of  Marsh  Baldon,  which  commenced  in  June  197^  ;  to  be  drained  to  the  existing  sewage 
disposal  works  at  huneham  Courtenay,  is  substantially  finished. 

About  230  yards  of  sewer  has  been  laid  at  Cuddesdcn  since  the  scheme  to  serve 
this  village  and  Denton  started  in  m,id-Deccmber  I97i. 

Y/ork  commenced  in  August  1971  oh.  a  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  to 
serve  Elsfield.  The  construction  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  is  well  advanced 
and  approximately  170  yards  of  6"  diameter  sewer  laid  from  these  works  to  the 
Elsfield  Road, 

Tenders  have  been  invited  for  a  scheme  of  sewerage  to  serve  Cuxham,  which 
consists  in  the  laying  of  a  sewer  from  a  point,  on  the  V<atlington  side  of  Mill  View 
Council  houses,  through  the  village  to  the  field  v;here  tiie  Gregory  Estate  sev/age 
disposal  plant  is  situated,  v^here  a  small  pumping  station  vail  be  constructed  which 
will  pump  sewage  through  a  rising  main  to  the  Yvatlington  'Gewage  Y*orks. 

An  outline  scheme  for  sewering  MiJton  Jommcn  has  been  prepared.  In  the 
meantime,  an  agreement  has  been  made  v;ith  the  department  of  the  Environment  that 
they  will  lay  two  lengths  of  sewer,  near  the  Three  Pigeons  junction,  as  part  of 
the  contract  relating  to  the  M.LC  roadv/orks,  the  cost  to  be  met  by  the  Coun’.ll,  so 
as  to  avoid  later  excavation  through  nev/ly  constructed  suri’acing. 

A  provisional  date  in  January  1972  has  been  iixed  for  starting  the  contract 
for  installing  sludge  pressing  plants  at  Benson  and  Chinn or. 

lYork  on  piping  in  a  ditch  opposite  the  Post  Office  at  Chalgrove  v/as  completed 
early  in  the  year,  and  twin  1 3"  surface  water  seviers  have  been  laid  by  the  County 
Council  between  High  Street  and  Earmi  Close,  V.^heatley. 
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proposal  has  been  considered  for  draining  the  back  gardens  of 
houses  in  Oxford  Road,  Old  Marston,  subject  to  flooding,  by  connecting  to 
the  new  box  culvert  constructed  as  part  of  the  Marston  I’erry  Linlc  Road  Scheme, 
but  it  is  unlikely  to  proceed  unless  drainage  conditions  in  the  area  do  not 
generally  improve  after  completion  of  the  road  works,  and  the  householders 
concerned  are  unwilling  to  contribute  towards  the  scheme. 

As  a  result  of  flooding  in  Sadlers  (jroft  Lane,  G-arsington,  the  Council 
has ^considered  providing  a  surface  water  drain  to  alleviate  this  problem, 
subject  to  the  cost  being  met  by  the  County  Council, 

The  Council  have  adopted  as  public  sewers  lengths  of  private  sewer  in 
Gratlands  Close  and  School  Lane,  Stadhampton;  1^07/eii  Koad,  Littlemore;  and  in 
r’lough  Close,  Shillingf  ord.  They  have  also  allowed  connections  to  their 
private  sewerage  systems  of  drains  serving  dwellings  at  Albury  View  and 
fernhill  Close,  Tiddington, 

A  public  convenience  has  been  provided  in  high  Street,  '.Yheatley  - 
damaged  by  vandals  on  two  occasions  within  six  weeks  of  use  —  and  work  on 
a  convenience  at  Shotover  will  commence  in  January 

Th-  council  have  considered  prbrity  schemes  in  their  capital  programme 
for  1 972/7 j?  and  have  resolved  that  these  should  include  Lewknor,  Cuxham, 
Garsington  and  Risinghurst  Sewerage  Schemes,  They  have  also  examined  the 
extent  to  which  the  Rural  District  is  at  present  served  by  main  drainage  and 
which  areas  remain  unsewered  and  for  which  schemes  are  desirable  and  should 
be  prepared  and  added  to  those  for  which  proposals  have  already  been  drafted. 
They  have  decided  that  priority  should  be  given  to  schemes  for  serving  Burcot, 
Milton  Common,  Roke  and  Roke  Marsh  (which  it  is  suggested  could  be  drained  with 
Berrick  Salome  as  an  extension  of  the  Benson  system;,  Beckley,  Ryrton  and 
x'^ostcombe  and  Stoke  Talmage;  and  that  Waterperry  be  incorporated  in  the  scheme 
for  Tiddington  and  Waterstock, 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  Circular  92/71  received  from  the 
Department  of  the  Environment  which  proposes  the  establishment  of  ten  Regional 
V/ater  Authorities  to  deal  with  water  and  sewerage  services  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  entails  the  separation  of  sewerage,  which  would  rem.ain  the  responsibility 
of  local  authorities,  from  sewage  disposal  which  would  become  one  of  the 
functions  of  the  new  water  authorities.  The  Local  Authority  Associations 
have  indicated  their  disappointment  at  the  removal  of  responsibilities  for 
water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  from  Local  Government, 

REE USE  disposal 

Very  little  work  still  needs  doing  to  comply  with  all  the  conditions 
imposed  by  the  County  Planning  Authority  so  as  to  use  part  of  the  old  railway 
cutting  at  Wheatley  as  a  site  for  the  disposal  of  pulverized  rei'use  from  the 
Council's  Seerdrum  Plant  and  rubble  and  soil,  but  some  delay  has  occurred  in 
acquiring  land  as  an  access  to  the  cutting  and  for  securing  the  demolition  of 
the  old  railway  bridge  which  would  thereby  afford  an  improved  access.  In  the 
meantime,  a  temporary  access  over  adjoining  land  has  been  agreed  with  that 
landovhier. 
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HOUSllNlr 


L/uring  1971  the  I'oliovang  56  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Council  : 

A  -  one-bedroom  flats  at  Uorchester-on-Thames. 

5  -  one-bedroom  houses  at  forest  hill. 

6  -  one-bedroom  flats  at  Mars ton. 

15  -  one-bedroom  flats  at  Viarborough. 

4-  -  one-bedroom  houses  at  7/atlington. 

2  -  three-bedroom  houses  at  Watlington. 

2  -  four-bedroom  houses  at  Yfatlington. 

4  -  one -bedroom  flats  at  Y/atlington. 

2  -  two-bedroom  flats  at  Y.'atlington. 

8  -  one-bedroom  flats  at  V/heatley. 

4  -  two-bedroom  flats  at  Y.'heatley. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  53  dwellings  were  under  construction  : 


g  _  2-4  storey  flats  at  Gulnam. 

7  _  2-4  storey  flats  at  Dorchester-on- Jhames . 

^3  _  2-4  storey  flats  at  Kingston  Blount. 

10  -  houses  at  Mars  ton. 

>15  -  2-4  storey  fiats  at  Pdsinghurst. 

The  following  schemes  are  proposed  and  are  at  various  stages  in  preparation  : 

2  -  two-bedroom  old  peoples'  bungalows  at  Beckley. 

3  -  one-bedroom  old  peoples'  bungalov, s  at  Beckley. 

10  -  old  peoples'  flats  and  one  v/arden' s  flat  at  Crown  Lane,  Benson. 

houses,  shops,  old  peoples*  flats  and  public  conveniences  on  land 
off  High  Street,  Benson. 

Development  of  land  at  Berinsfield  by  home  Office  for  housing 
warders  to  be  employed  at  proposed  Gulham  Prison, 

10  -  old  peoples'  flats  and  one  warden's  flat  on  land  at  rear  of  shops, 
fane  Drive,  Berinsfield, 

10  -  old  peoples*  flats  and  one  warden's  flat  at  Lime  drove,  Chinnor. 

10  -  old  peoples'  flats  and  one  warden's  flat  at  Main  Street,  forest 

Hill'. 

2  -  three-bedroom  houses  a.t  Holton  Lodge,  Holton. 

8  -  two-bedroom  flats  at  Shackles  Cottages,  Shillingford. 

Development  of  land  at  rear  of  Gar  Park,  The  Gross,  Church  Street, 

Y/atlingtonr 

10  -  old  peoples'  flats  and  warden's  flat  at  Ghiltern  View,  Y/atlington. 

10  -  old  peoples'  flats  and  v/arden's  flat  at  Old  Council  Depot.,  Homan 

Road,  Wheat ley. 

No  houses  have  been  erected  by  any  other  local  authority. 

201  private  enterprise  dwellings  v/ere  built  as  follows  : 

Chinnor  (45J;  D  or  chest  er-on-Thames  C3U;  V/heatley  (23); 

Y/atlington  (22j;  Benson  (19} ;  V/arborough  (17j;  otadhampton 
and  Risinghurst  and  Sandhills  (5  eacKj;  horspath  and  GDifton 
Hampden  (^4  each);  Ghalgrove  and  Berinsfield  (3  each);  Tld.iington, 
Marston,  Towersey  and  Aston  Rowant  (2  each);  and  Beckloy, 

Cuddesdon,  Gulham,  forest  hill.  Great  Haseley,  C-reat  Milton, 

Nuneham  Courtenay,  Stanton  St.John,  Sydenham,  Tetsworth,  Toot 
Baldon  and  Y/aterperry  (one  each;. 
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CARAVANS 

At  31st  December,  1971,  tbe  Council  had  licensed  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  196O,  121  caravan  sites 
in  their  district  accommodating  929  caravans,  including  the  Council's 
own  site  at  Old  Marston  with  accommodation  for  62  caravans  but  row  ^eing 
run-down  and  on  which  25  caravans  only  are  stationed.  Approxiiiiat.;xy  86 0 
caravans  were  stationed  on  all  the  foregoing  sites. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  granted  site  licences  to 
accommodate  the  number  of  caravans  stated  belov/  : 


Sites  Number 

of  caravan  sites  can 

accommodate 

1 

van  2  vans  3  vans 

6  vans 

New  applications 

8 

5 

3 

Renewal  applications  ,,, 

36 

29 

4  2 

> 

1 

TOTALS 

44 

34 

7  2 

1 

and  have  varied  licences 

in  respect 

of  the 

following  sites  : 

The  Cabin,  Old  London  Road,  Milton  Common  ( one  caravan )  - 
licence  endorsed  to  enable  transfer  to  new  ovv-ner; 

Churchfield  Caravan  Site,  Church  Road,  Benson  -  At  request 
of  site  owner,  condition  in  licence  allowing  the  stationing  of  18  caravans 
on  site  amended  to  read  11  caravans  only. 

The  relicensing  of  a  site  at  Spring  Lane,  Littlemore  (6  caravans) 
has  been  defei'red  until  works  to  comply  with  licence  conditions  are  carried 
out.  An  unauthorized  caravan  at  Sandy  Lane,  Hors  path,  was  removed  after 
notice  of  prosecution  was  given. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Departm^ent  of  the  environment 
has  refused  the  appeal  of  the  owner  to  continue  using  land  at  Stepping 
Hill,  Chinnor,  as  a  site  for  caravans,  but,  to  avoid  hardship  to  the 
present  occupants,  he  has  granted  tem.porary  planning  permission  for  10 
caravans  with  effect  from  7th  December,  1971,  from  v/hich  dauo  the  numoer 
of  caravans  and/or  persons  or  families  shall  be  progressively  reduced,  the 
caravans  vacated  not  to  be  re-occunied  and  caravans  removed  from,  the  site 
not  to  be  replaced;  the  use  of  the  land  as  a  caravan  site  to  cease  on  or 
before  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  7th  December,  1971. 

A  complaint  v/as  made  by  the  tenant  of  a  caravan  site  at  Sand  ford 
of  harassmient  and  unlawful  evretion  by  the  owner  of  the  caravan  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Garaven  Sites  Act,  1968.  The  evidence  obtained 
seemed  to  indicate  that  an  oifence  had  been  committed  initiallv  but  that 
the  owner  had  reasonable  grounds  for  requiring  the  caravan's  vtopLlon.  The 
complainant  later  decided  not  to  pursue  his  complaint, 

A  layout  plan  has  been  drafted  of  the  proposed  G-ypsy  Caravan 
Site  at  Sandford- on -Thame s ,  showing  the  provision  of  14  pitches;  ablution 
blocks  with  bathrooms  and  w.c's;  drainage  through  adjoining  land  to  connect 
to  the  existing  sewage  pumping  station.  Tenders  received  for  carrying  out 
the  works  showed  that  the  estimated  cost  v/as  far  exceeded.  Consideration  has 
also  been  given  to  the  appointment  of  a  warden;  rent  policy;  provision  of 
electricity  supplies;  fencing  of  western  boundary;  and  widening  of  the  approach 
road.  Certain  economies  v/ere  obviously  required  to  enable  a  contract  to  be 
signed  within  the  estimated  cost  level,  and  bills  of  quantities  are  being 
prepared  to  allow  for  alternative  types  of  schem.es. 
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The  Slade  Park  Gypsy  Caravan  Site  continues  to  be  occupied  by  local 
gypsy  families  and  other  travellers,  many  of  whom  are  reluctant  to  abide 
by  any  rules  of  hygienic  conduct  and  accept  normal  tenancy  conditions. 

There  are  a  number  of  local  families  on  t he  site  who  eventually  will 
be  accepted  as  tenants  of  the  proposed  Sandford  Site  but  they  are  disturbed 
by  the  actions  and  movements  of  unruly  and  irresponsible  -fringe"  persons 
v/ho  use  the  land  as  a  "staging  post",  cause  damage  to  toilets  and  water 
services,  usurp  electricity  supplies,  accumulate  rubbish,  and  foul  the  land 
with  hunian  excreta. 


Cvdng  to  the  inability  of  the  Council  to  obtain  rents,  clear 
undesirables  from  site,  or  secure  prosecutions,  the  lives  of  the  local 


families  are  disrupted  and  their  trust  in  the 


C  ouncil ’ G 


good  intentions 


impaired.  Until  a  more  secure  m.enage  as  the  Sandford.  Site  exists  thej^  'will 
tend  to  debase  their  living  conditions  to  thos  practised  by  their  fringe 
associates  and  are  less  likely  to  accept  condn.tions  of  benency. 


The  life  of  the  site  follows  a  circularity  of  pattern  :  damage  to 
or  indiscriminate  use  of  services;  accumu.lations  of  rubbish  and  excreta; 
failure  to  obtain  rents;  service  of  notices  to  quit  and/or  threats  of 
prosecution;  disappearance  of  "fringe"  families  from  site;  repair  of 
services  and  cleansing  cf  site;  arrival  of  or  i-cturn  of  "fringe"  families. 
This  behaviour  supports  arguments  put  forward  b^/  the  established  citizenry, 
some  of  whom  live  in  the  ^/iciniby  of  the  site  and  suffer  from  the  irregular 
practices,  that  the  rate  services  are  being  misused  and  abused.  There  is 
some  justification  for  this  viewpoint,  from  the  experience  obtained  over  the 
last  18  mionths  of  attempting  to  run  this  site  as  a  pilot  venture.  One  can 
only  hope  that  the  proposed  site  at  Sandford  will  engender  a  more  responsible 
attitude  in  those  families  who  are  considered  as  the  miost  acceptable  tenants. 

The  land  at  The  Slade  Park  is  ov/ned  by  Oxford  City  Council  and  they 
have  indicated  a  wish  to  take  over  the  site,  when  vacated  the  Rural  District 
Council,  until  their  permanent  site  is  ready,  those  residents  being  accepted 
who  are  not  selected  for  the  Sandford  Site.  The  R.D.  Council  have  agreed  to 


ttiis  proposal  subject  to  the  County  Council’s  approval, 


put: J llNC-3 

There  are  no  xnown  dwellings  within  the  district  which  are  subject  to 
licensing  under  Section  269,  f'ubCic  Health  .kct,  193^* 


•'\r  T 


UCIL  HOUS,;^  hSTTIhCo 


oy  the  Council  : 


During  the  year  226  famhJ.i  s 
3  -  Benson  from  Benson. 

70  ”  Berinsfield  from.  Berinsfield  (29);  other  L.R,  areas  (if); 

Carsingten  and  'ittlemore  (h  each);  Benson  (3);  ‘"orspabh  and 
i.heetley  (2  each);  and  Brightv;ell  Bo.ldwin,  Cl.i'^t^y  Hamipden, 

Ev;elme,  Harsh  Balden,  Inrston,  Risinghurst  and  Sydenham  (one  each). 

2  -  Brightwel]  Baldwin  from  Berinsfield. 

3  “  Chalgrcve  from  Chalgrcve,  P^nzton  and  another  L.h.  area  (one  each). 

3  ~  Cuddesdon  from  Cuddesd.on,  Denton  a,nd  G-reat  h.ilton  (one  each). 

1  -  Cuxham  -from  Benson. 

1  -  Denton  from  Denton. 

h-  -  Dorchester  from  Dorchester. 

1  -  Ewelmie  from  Hwelme. 

9  -  Forest  Hill  from  Forest  Hill  (?);  and  Beckley  and  Harston  (one  each), 
i  -  G-arsington  fromi  G-arsington. 

5  ~  G-reat  Hilton  from  Cuddesdon,  G-reat  Hilton,  Horsceth,  Libtlemore  and 
Towersey  (one  each). 
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2  ”  Horspath  from  Horspath, 

1  -  ^Kingston  Blount  from  Kingston  Blount, 

1  -  Little  Milton  from  Little  Milton^ 

20  -  Littlemore  from  Littlemore  (10);  other  L.A.  areas  (3); 

Sandford  (2)|  and  Berinsfield,  G-arsington,  Little  Milton, 
Marston  and  Stadhampton  (one  each). 

23  -  Marston  from  Marston  (li);  other  L.A,  areas  (h);  Beckley 

(2) ;  and  Adwell,  G-reat  Milton,  Horspath,  Risinghurst  and 
'Mheatley  (one  each). 

1  -  Risinghurst  from  forest  Hill. 

1  -  Stanton  St.John  from  G-arsington. 

1  -  Sydenham  from  Berinsfield. 

3  -  Tetsworth  ■<^rom  Tetsworth  (3)  and  Chalgrove  and  Ghinnor 

(one  each), 

1  -  Toot  Bald on  from  Marsh  Bald on. 

9  -  Towersey  from  Towersey  (4);  other  L.A.  areas  (2);  and 

Berinsfield,  Brightv/ell  Baldvdn  and  G-reat  Milton  (one  each), 
16  -  Y/arborough  from  Warborough  (7);  Benson  (4);  other  L.A.  areas 

(3) ?  and  Berinsfield  and  Dorchester  (one  each). 

1  “  V/aterperry  from  Y/heatley. 

19  “  V/atlington  from  YVatlington  (14);  and  Berinsfield,  Brigtitwell 
Baldwin,  Ewelme,  Shirbur-^  and  Towersey’’  (one  each). 

22  “  Yt  heat  ley  fromi  Y, 'heat  ley  (13);  other  L.A.  areas  (3);  Marston 
(2);  and  Berinsfield,  Culham,  Y.'aterperry  and  Risinghurst 
( one  each) . 

DEMAND  FOR  HOUSING  AND  H0USIN&  PROG-RAML'IB 


At  the  end  of  1971  there  v/ere  108?  applications  for  Council  Houses 
outstanding.  It  is  estimated  that  629  houses  are  required  to  replace  unfit 
dwellings  and  to  meet  the  demands  for  modern  housing. 

The  Council's  Housing  Programme  for  the  year  1972  recommends  the 
erection  of  100  dv;elling  units,  and  the  following  sites  be  developed 
accordingly  i 


Berinsfield  s 
Cuxham 

Ewelme  f 

Littlem.ore  : 

Marston  s 

Syderdiam 
Tov/ersey  ; 


4  dwellings  at  site  formerly  designated  for  self- 
building  houses. 

10  old  peoples'  flats  and  warden's  flat  and  number 
of  other  types  on  land  adjoining  Hill  View. 

4  twc--‘hedroom  dwellings  at  Green  Lane, 

2  tv^'o-bedroom  dwellings  at  Van  Diemans  Lane, 

10  or  12  two-bedroom,  houses  oi  various  types  at 
Gherwell  Park, 

2  tv/o-bedroom  and  2  one-bedroom  dv/ellings. 

2  two-bedroom  dv/ellings  with  garages  at  Windmill  Close, 


GOMIION  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  none  of  these  premises  in  the  Rural  District. 
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HCUSlNOACTo,  1949-1969  :  PRINTS 


Applications  for  discretionary  improvement  grants  were  received 
in  respect  of  77  dv/ellings  involving  improvements  and  5  dwellings 
involving  conversions;  and  applications  for  standard  improvement  grants 
v/ere  received  in  respect  of  8  owner-occupied  dwellings. 

Discretionary  grants  fcr  proposed  improvements  were  o.pproved  for 
32  owner-occupied  nwellings  and  36  other  dv^ellings;  and  standard  grants 
for  proposed  improvements  to  the  l'ull-standai*d  v;ere  approved  for  6  owner- 
occupied  dwellings  and  L.  other  dwellings. 

The  Council  has  paid  -£40,238  in  discretionary  grants  for  67 
im.proved  dv/ellings  and  .£l\-,h^3  for  5  converged  dwellings.  £i,26i  was  paid 
in  standard  grants  fcr  9  owner-occupied  dwellings  in  which  fined  baths 
and  water  closets  were  provided  in  8  dwellings  and  wash  basins  and  hot 
and  cold  water  supplies  provided  in  9  dwellings. 

No  applications  have  been  received  for  special  improvements  grants, 
i.e.  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 


HQUSIN'C  ACT,  I969  ?  LITTLDMOAD  (1SNSR7.L 

IMPROTAIvSNT  ARbi\ 


The  initial  housing  survey  of  the  whole  area  was  completed  and  is 
summarized  below.  The  local  authorities  concerned  are  still  dro-fting  and 
discussing  proposals  v/hich  they  believe  will  improve  the  amenities  of  the 
onviroiiment. 


Details  of  dv/ellings  in  the  area 

Total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Total  number  01  dwellings  in  the  area  ovmed  by  the  Council  ...  9 

Dwellings 
Fri va t  e  C  ounci 1 


Total  number'  of  dv/ellings  not  meeting  the  require- 
m.ents  of  the  twelve  point  standard,  of  Imyrovem.ent 

dranu  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  po  b 


1 ,  Good  state  of  repair  and  substantially  free  from 


'Is. 


mp 


3. 


6, 


8. 

o 

• 


Each  room  properly  lighted  and  venti.lated  ... 
Adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  inside  the 
dwe.llmg  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Adequate  supply  of  hot  water  for  domestic  use. 
Internal  water  closet  if  possible;  alternative.! y 

readily  available  ...  ...  ...  . 

Fixed  bath  or  shov/er  in  a  bathroom  . 

Adequate  sink(s)  with  suitable  drainage  ... 
Possessing  a  proper  drainage  system  ...  ... 

Adequate  points  for  gas  or  electrical  heating. 


10.  Adequate  facilities  for  heating,  ... 

11.  Adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking 

f  ood  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

1  2.  Provision  fcr  storing  fuel  . . 


53 

7 


52 

33 

32 

1 

8 

4 

4 

7 


6 


6 

5 

6 


2 

1 

1 

1 
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HOUSIN&  ACT,  1969  :  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFIGATRS 


During  the  year  applications  for  certificates  accompanied  by 
applications  for  improvement  grants  were  received  in  respecb  of  t’.vo 
dwellings.  Provisional  certificates  were  granted  for  two  dwellings. 

No  final  certificates  have  been  issued. 

Applications  for  certificates  v^ere  received  in  respect  of  37 
dwellings  claimed  to  possess  the  standard  amenities  and  satisfying  the 
quali fy ing  c ondi ti ons ;  and  applications  outstanding  from  the  year  1970 
were  brought  forward  in  respect  of  ten  dwellings.  Certificates  were 
granted  for  13  dwellings;  consideration  deferred  in  respect  of  3I 
dwellings  until  minor  defects  in  those  dwellings  were  remedied  by  owners; 
refusal  to  grant  certificates  notified  in  respect  of  two  dwellings;  and 
one  application  w'as  withdravm  and  resubmitted  as  a  joint  application  for 
an  improvement  grant. 


HOUSING  ACTS.  1957-1969  ;  UNPIT  HOUSES 


a)  Houses  dealt  with  in  the  year  by  Normal  Actic., 
Houses  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  : 


and  beyond  repair  at 

a  reasonable  expense 


1 

1 

1 

1 


but  repairable  at  reas onable 
expense  (Notice  served  under 
Section  9 ous ing  Act,  193Z) 


Yi  heat  ley 


Benson  ... 

Lewknor 
Tiddington 
Y/atlington  , .  . 

Proposals  approved  permitting  the  reconstruction  of  houses 
subject  to  : 


1 


Demolition  Orders 


!  losing  ..0  r  de_r^ 


Bens  on 

Great  Haseley 
Holton 

Kingston  Blount 
Tetsworth 


3 

1 

2 

3 

3 


Benson 
Watlingc  cn 


h- 

1 


Hou s e o  demolished  subject  to 
demolition  orders 


H ou s e s  sub j e e t  to  Under¬ 
takings  not  to  relet  made  fit 


1 

2 


YVheatley 


Horspath 
Vifarborough 

Persons  and  families  displaced  during  year  from  houses  to  be 

Demolished  Closed 


Families 

Persons 


9 

13 


3 

6 


Houses  dealt  with  in  the  year  by  Informal  Action 

Houses  made  fit  under  Public  Other  houses  in  which 

Health  and  Housing  Acts 


184 


defects  were  remedied 


24 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT ,  1 948  , 


SECTION  50  -  BURIAL 


n 


The  Council  v;ere  required  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  an  old  lady 
who  died  at  V.'atlington  without  relatives  who  oouid  undertake  this  duty. 


PRB'/ENTION  07  BALIA GS  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  annual  report  to  cho  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Eisheries  and  food 
shows  tha.t  : 


676  properties  v;ere  inspected; 

522  in  response  to  complaints  received;  and 
11 1  reinspections  were  made. 

559  of  these  .'roperties  were  found  to  be  infested  Y/ith  rats;  and 
71  to  be  infested  with  mice,  all  of  v;hich  were  treated,  including 
115  retreatm.ents. 


uE, 


CTICN  uF  WAoIo'  LIE3TS  AIR)  OTPIER  INSECT  PE3T3 


159  wasps’  nests  w^.re  dealt  with  during  the  suinme;.-  ...nd  autumn  on  the 
contractual  basis  of  25p.  per  treatment.  90  other  treatmienfcs  were  given 
during  the  year  to  destroy  other  insect  pests. 


The  Council  have  for  some  years  provided  an  a.uxiliary  s-ervice  on  a 
contractual  basis  for  the  destruction  of  wasps’  nests  s.ince  uhc  Tests  act, 
19^i9.  does  not  provide  powers  to  carry  out  such  works.  Owing  to  the 
increased  number  of  treatmients  given  and  related  costs,  the  unit  cost 
has  risen  far  beyond  the  nominal  amount  of  25p .  per  treatment,  and  tPe 
Council  has  decided  to  charge  the  miore  realistic  am.ount  of  50p.  per  treat - 
me  nt  f r  cm  1972  onv/ar d s . 


CFFICEC,  CHOPS  ANT)  RAII^'AY  PREMISEE  ACT,  I965 


The  annual  report  to  the  Department  of  the 
under  the  Act  is  sumiXarised  belov;  ; 

Table  A  -  Registration  and  General  Inspecti ons 

Class  of  Prem.ises 


environment  on  proceedings 


Number  of  premises 

registered  during; 

the  year 


Total  number  Number  of  regist- 
of  registered  ered  premises 

requiring  one  or 

more  general  in¬ 

spections  during 
the  year 


premises  at 

end  of  year 


Ofi  i  os  3  ... 

63 

37 

Retail  Shops 

2 

90 

72 

Wholesale  shops. 

warehouses 

0 

4. 

1 0 

1 

^4- 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 

public,  canteens. 

- 

17 

17 

Fuel  storage  depots. 

- 

3 

2 

TOTALS 


6 


183 


132 
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Table  B  -  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (includin,^  fceneral 

inspections)  to  repjistered  premises 


Table  C  -  Analysis  by  v/orkplace  of  persons  e.upl  eyed 

in  registei'od  preird.sos  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Class  of  workplace  NurrUer  of  persons 

employed 


Offi  ces  .  . . 

Retai’.  shops  ... 

'wholesale  departments, 
warehouses  . . . 

Catering  establish" 
ir.ents  open  to  the 
public 
Canteens 

P  ue 1  st  orage  d  ep  ot  s  . . ^ 


1  u  I 

361 

68 

•]  09 

'i  3 
11 


TOTAi. 


1637 


Total  males  . . .  683 
Table  D  -  Exemptions  NIL 


Total  female 


fc->  •  «  • 


954 


Table  E  -  Prosecutions  NIL 


Table  F  -  Staff  ...  5 


Notification  of  Accidents 


Sex  and 

A  0  e  Ti  ork  p  lace 

Causation 

Injury 

Nature  of 

Site  of 

in juiy 

in,hny 

1 oPemale 

-  16.  Office. 

Handling 

Non- 

Strained 

Back. 

furniture. 

fatal. 

muscle. 

2ePemale 

-  59.  Office. 

Pall  over 
object  on 
floor. 

Ditto. 

Bruising. 

Leg. 

3, Male 

-  68.  Office. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Bruising. 

Shoulder 

4. Male 

-  A?*  "Warehouse. 

Struck  by 
falling 

Ditto. 

fracture , 

Hip  and 
back. 

pallets. 

cuts  and 
bruising. 

No  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  first  three  accidents. 
The  fourth  accident  v/as  investigated  and  advice  was  given  on  the 
future  stacking  of  pallets  and  bonding  of  goods  which  would  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  this  type  of  accident. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1  96O 

The  department  received  no  complaints  of  nuisance  from  noise. 

SGRaP  IvIETAL  DUILERS  ACT,  1  964 


Ten  dealers  were  re-registered 
sixteen  dealers  on  the  register,  nine 
as  scrap  metal  stores. 


during  the  year.  There  are 
of  whom  occupy  prerAses  used 
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:L?AN  AIR  ACTS ,  1936-1968 


The  Council  have  considered  any  benefits  that  riA^ht  accrue  from 
designating  certain  areas  in  their  district  as  smoke  ci  .rolled  zones, 
and  this  proposal  is  being  investigated. 

Levv'knor  Air  Research  Station 


Statistical  and  graphical  data  is  still  being  recorded  from 
apparatus  kept  at  this  station  on  behalf  of  Warren  Springs  Laboratory 
This  information  which  is  housed  in  the  Public  Health  Department  can 
be  inspected  by  any  member  of  the  Council  who  is  interesLed  in  this 


subject  j 


LICHN3IN&  ACT, 


Inspections  were  made  of  four  clubs  for  which  applications  for 
licensing  had  been  received  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Justices,  and  they 
were  all  found  to  comply  wdth  the  requirements  of  the  Rood  Hygiene 
(C-cneral)  Regulations.  One  building  was  without  satisfactory  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  whj  ch  v;as  noted  in  the  report  to  the  Justices. 


3HTTINC  AND  GAMING  ACT,  1966 


The  Council  has  granted  permission  for  the  installation  of  a  machine 
which  provides  amusement  wu.th  prizes  in  a  cafe  su  Dorchester-on-Thames . 

ANIMAL  30ARDING  RSTABLISHMHNT  ACT,  1963 


Applications  for  Hie  renewal  of  licences  to  keep  eight  premises 
as  animial  boarding  establishments  were  received  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

These  establishments  provide  accomm.odaticn  for  36c  dogs  and  143 
cats,  and  they  tend  to  keep  a  fev/  of  those  animals  off  the  streets  and 
give  solace  to  the  owners  and  neighbours,  but  I  feai"  this  does  not 
answer  the  prcHlem  of  increasing  numbers  of  delinquent  animals  which  are 
allov/ed  to  roam  the  neighbourhoods  after  all  interest  and  care  in  their 
welfare  has  been  dissipated. 

PUBLIC  HHALTH  ACTS,  1936,  SSCTIONS  73  IJ^D  76 


New  litter  bins  have  been  provided  at  Chinnor,  Littlemore,  Postcombe, 
Marston,  Watlington  and  7,'heatley,  and  a  large  wire  basket  sited  at  Clifton 
Hampden  for  use  by  summer  visitors,  although  there  is  dii'ficulty  in 
acquiring  suitable  bins,  within  a  reasonable  time,  fiucm  manufacturers 
so  as  to  fulfil  requests  for  these  containers.  Defective  bins  have  been 
replaced. 


Early  in  the  year  a  conference  of  the  Oxfordshire  County  Authorities 
suggested  that  more  publicity  v/as  needed  and  existing  refuse  collecting 
services  implemented  to  solve  the  problem  of  litter  a.nd  indiscriminate 
dumping  of  bulk  refuse.  The  Council  had  already  introduced  a  Saturday 
service  for  collecting  bulk  refuse  and  Parish  Councils  have  been  asked 
to  publicize  this  service  further;  they  also  decided  to  introduce  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Parish  Councils  the  weekly  siting  of  bulk 
containers  in  v;hich  householders  could  dispose  of  refuse  excluded  from 
the  normal  bin  service. 
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EABLIC  FRALTH  ACTS,  1936  TO  I969  -  NUISANCaS 

Three  complaints  were  investigated  arising  from  the  overflow  of 
sev/age  from  septic  tanks  : 

(a)  Complaint  of  sev/age  from  a  dv/eliing  in  multiple  occupation, 
at  The  Ridings,  Risinghurst,  being  discharged  cntc  land, 
which  was  formerly  part  of  an  Army  Camp,  between  The  Ridings 
and  the  Oxford  Eastern  By-Pass.  An  agreem.ent  had  been  made 
in  194-1  between  Oxford  Corporation  and  the  Rural  District 
Council  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  from,  this  property,  which 
was  used  as  a  Centre  for  London  Blind  Children,  drained  and 
connected  to  the  Camp  system  and  thence  tc  the  Oxford  City 
sewerage  system,  but  when  the  Camp  was  cleared  its  drainage 
system  v/as  sealed  vdthout  thought  tc  the  drainage  from  The 
Ridings  property.  The  City  Council  has  accepted  responsibility 
for  abating  the  nuisance, 

(b)  Notice  v^as  served  under  Section  50,  Public  Health  .'  ct,  193^  to 
abate  a  nuisance  from  sewage  flowing  onto  the  highway  :^rcm  the 
septic  tank  of  a  dwelling  at  Tiddington.  Since  the  owner  has 
net  carried  out  works  which  will  prevent  this  intermittent 
nuisance,  the  Council  has  recommended  prosecution. 

(c)  Notice  has  also  been  served  under  Section  50  of  the  Act  of 
1936  on  the  owner  of  a  dwelling  at  The  Ridings,  Risinghurst, 
in  respect  of  a  nuisance  of  sewage  overflowing  from  a  septic 
tank  onto  adjoining  property. 

Complaint  :  were  received  fromi  residents  near  The  Bridge  Hotel, 
Wheatley,  of  sm.A'.l  from,  sewage  effluent  said  to  be  emanating  from  the 
Council’s  sew'age  disposal  works.  The  effluent  discharged  from  the  Works 
complied  v/ith  regulations  set  by  the  Departmient  of  the  Environment,  but 
further  records  would  be  examdned  to  see  whether  an:/  discharges  v/ere 
unusual. 

The  Council  have  agreed  ’*0  mxake  a  grant,  in  acccrdance  vath  the 
provisions  of  Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  193o,  towards  the  cost  of 
installing  water  closets  connect..!  to  the  public  sev/er  to  replace 
unsatisfactory  old  privies  in  twelve  dwellings  at  Nuneham.  Courteney 
belonging  to  Oxford  University  Chest, 

Authority  v/as  given  to  serve  notice  under  the  liiblic  Health 
(Recurring  Nuisances)  Act,  19^9,  at  any  time  a  sm.oke  nuisance  recurred 
caused  by  the  burning  of  waste  timber  and  bark  at  a  Cuddesden  factory. 

Ov/ing  to  its  dilapidated  condition,  authority  was  cbt:iined  to 
serve  notice  under  Section  27,  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  on  the  owner  of 
an  unoccupied  dwelling  at  G-arsington  requiring  its  im.provcment ,  renovation 
or  demolition. 

Comment  has  already  been  made  concerning  The  Slade  Camp  C-ypsy 
Caravan  Site  (under  CARAVANS)  which  over-emphasised  the  social  problem 
which  exists  there  and  rem.oved  attention  from  the  recurring  public 
nuisances  being  caused  by  the  residents  but  being  abated  by  the  Council. 
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ROOD  AND  DRU&S  ACT,  1933 

Rumber  and  Types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Grocers  and  provision  merchants  and  general  mixed 
food  shops  including  fruiterers  and  greengrocers 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  •«. 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ... 

dairies  ...  ...  ... 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ... 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ... 

Dchool  Canteen  Kitchens  ...  ... 

Canteens  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ... 

Food  Wholesale  Warehouses  ...  ... 


TOTAL 


114 
21 

5 

8 

1  0 

1 15 
1  2 

2 

10 

4 

301 


Number  and  Tv->8s  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16, 

Food  and  Di ; u ;  s  .Act^  1935 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  1 50  Manufacture  of  pickled  meats  2 

Manufacture  of  sausages  14  Fish  Frying  5 

POULTRY  PR0GB3DIN&  FREMI353 

There  are  none  of  these  premises  in  the  Rural  District. 

3Laij&ht:c.rhcusi:.s  and  knagiisrb'  yards 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District.  The 
sols  licensed  knacker's  yard  is  situated  at  Brook  Street,  Benson. 

3LAUGHTBR  OF  ANmLS  ACT,  1953 

Nine  persons  are  licensed  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a  slaughter¬ 
house  or  knacker's  yard.  Seven  of  these  are  employed  at  the  knacker's  yard 
at  Benson  and  the  two  others  c'^rry  cut  part-time  slaughtering. 


FOOD  INSP.-.CTID  AND  CONDEMNED 


Food 
premises  or 
premises  of 
Council's  re 


is  inspected  and  condemned  either  on  routine  visits  to  food 
after  notifications  are  received  from  the  occupiers  of  food 
suspected  unfit  foods.  Unfit  food  is  incinerated  at  the 
fuse  tips. 


The  following  foods  were  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year 


MEAT 


Side  of  bacon 
Bacon. 

Back  ribs  of  beef. 
Ox  cheeks. 

Fillet  steak. 


58  lbs. 
4  lbs. 

33  Ihs. 

34  lbs. 
14  lbs. 


abscess. 

itcancid. 

Bone  taint. 

Decomposition. 

Decomoosition. 


IS 
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CANNED  IIEAT 


U'U^ED  ERUIT 


CANNED  VEUETABLES 

OTHER  CANNED 

PRODUCTS 

PACKETTED  PRODUCTS 

FROZEN  FOODS 


Ox  tongue 
Corned  beef 
Fruit  cocktails 
Peaches 
Peach  slices 
Cherries 
Apricots 
Apricot  pulp. 
Pineapples 
Pears 

Pear  pieces. 
Prunes 
Fruit  juice 
T  omat  oes . 

Tomato  Puree 
Mixed  vegetables 
Processed  peas. 
Tomato  paste 


G-ooseberry  pies 


1  2 

lbs . 

Decompositi 

A2 

lbs. 

31ov;n  tins. 

6i 

lbs. 

Blovvn  tins. 

12 

lbs. 

ditto. 

6i 

lbs. 

ditto. 

91 

lbs. 

ditto. 

53 

lbs . 

ditto. 

30 

lbs . 

ditto. 

6^ 

l^s . 

ditt  0. 

36 

lbs . 

CLr  b  Lf  0 . 

I9i 

lbs . 

ditto. 

1  2 

lbs. 

ditto. 

30 

lbs. 

ditto. 

59 

lbs . 

ditto. 

18 

lbs. 

ditto. 

2A 

lbs. 

Blown  tins. 

6i 

lbs . 

ditto. 

1  2 

lbs . 

Blown  tin. 

1A 

lbs. 

Mould. 

Assorted  ice-cream 209  packets. 
Runner  beans  2  packets. 


i'uff  pastry 
ot  eakle  t s 


11  ckets 
2  ^^a  ckets. 


Fish  cakes  1 
Dairy  Cream  Sponges  A 
nclairs.  6 
Crinicle-Gut  chips  6 
Mousse  9 
Sliced  beef  A 
Trifles .  2 


packet , 
packets, 
packets . 
oackets . 
packets . 
packets . 
packets . 


Failure  of 
refrigeration 
plants. 


FOOD  C0MPLUNT3 


Twenty-one  complaints  wore  received  about  food  purchased  by 
residents  of  the  Rural  District  :  eleven  alleging  that  the  ^'ood 
contained  foreign  matter;  nine  about  the  presence  of  mould;  stalcness 
or  deteriorating  quality  of  food;  and  one  of  apparent  damage  by  mice 


Foreign  Matter  ; 

1  .  Sticking  plaster  in  beef  sausages 
shop  at  Rose  Hill,  Littlemore. 


purchased  from  butcher's 


Tissue  hair  in  joint  of  beef  purchase.,  by  Littl 
resident  t'rom.  local  shop. 


crc 


3. 


Sliver  of  glass  in  bag  of  "Fruit  Fizzers" 
from  Berinsij-^ld  shop. 


sweets  obtained 


A,  Cadbury's  "Bar  Six"  pack  of  chocolate  containing  earwig 
bought  at  Berinsfield  shop. 

5,  Tin  of  Italian  Tomatoes  containing  maggot,  apparently  of 
the  house  fly  species,  purchased  at  Berinsfield  store, 

6,  Material,  believed  to  have  flaked  off  a  baking  tin  after 
several  trips  through  the  oven,  contained  in  slice  of 
Sunblest  Loaf  bought  at  Berinsfield  shop. 
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7.  Bottle  of  Lemon  Barley  Water  Concentrate  alleged  to  teste  and 
smell  of  petrol  sold,  from  a  Benson  shop. 

8.  Dirt  on  inside  of  bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  a  Benson  resident. 

9.  Jar  of  honey  containing  probably  accumulation  of  dust  from 
production  plant  sold  at  Solihull. 

10.  Bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  Chalgrove  resident  containing  mass 
of  solidified  matter  at  bottom.. 

11.  Bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  resident  of  Tetsv<'orth  which  appeared 
to  contain  dirt  on  the  inside  of  the  glass. 


Tho  Council's  decisions  in  respect  of  the  foregoing  com.plaints 
resulted  in  the  following  action  being  ta.ken  : 

(a)  Com.plaint  No.  1  :  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the 

prod-ucers  and  they  v/ere  fined  £l\-0  plus 
£10  advocate's  fees. 


(b)  Com.plaints  Nos.  :  Letters  v/ere  sent  to  the  retailers  of  food 
2 ,  4  g-nd  1  0  expressing  the  Council’s  concern  at  these 

incidents,  and.  pointing  cut  that  consideration 
would  be  given  to  the  taking  of  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  should  simAlar  incidents  occur  in  the 
future. 


( ^ )  Ccmulaints  Nos. 
3}  3  and  G 

(■i)  C omp ].ai n t  No . ^  9. 


(®)  Complaint  No.  7 


C  om.ol--iint 


Letters  v/ere  sent  to  the  producers  of  food 
expressing  similar  sent.iments  and  warnings 
as  in  (b) 

i,1.n  inspection  of  the  premdses  where  the  honey 
is  .;.’illed  .and  blended  was  made  and  the 
proprietor  as.ked.  to  carry  cut  im.provem.cnts 
and  remedy  certain  dcficiences  within  a  stated 
pex’iod  if  he  wished  to  avoid  legal  action 
being  taken  by  the  Council. 

No  further  action  was  taken  after  a  chemical 
examination  of  the  rem.ains  of  the  liquid 
concentrate  showed  no  evidence  o.f  tho  presence 
of  toxic  substances. 

No  action  taken  since  the  com.plaint  was 
.made  a  weet  after  the  m.ilk  v/as  delivered,  the 
glass  was  worn  -.nd  abraLed  .and  the  bottle  also 
contained  the  remnants  of  dried  mdH:. 


Complaint  NS'JJ  •  complaint  proved  to  be  based  on  a  .mistoike, 

since  the  "dirt"  was  actually  in  the  bottle 
glass  ani  would  not  imipair  the  co.ntonts. 
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ted  bv  m:Guld  , 

or  in  a 

Feed  af f e "it i  Irv’;  or  in  a  stale  nnd/or  do teri orating  : 

1  .  Packet  of  ::rco33ively  stale  sponye  finpers  kcurht  frrm  mobile  shop 
at  cse  Hill,  Littlemore. 

2.  Mould  in  tv:o  v/rapped  loaves  purchased  from  Littlemore  store. 

5.  Packets  of  decomposing  It.  IvoJ  Cheese  Y/edres  sold  froin  Littlcmcre 
store. 

Mould  in  two  fruit  pies  sold  from  a  Wheatley  shop. 

5.  Mould  in  a  MeVitie’s  Neopolitan  Sponge  Cake  purchased  from  a  V.'hoctley  store, 

6.  Packet  of  excessively  stale  G-olden  Tfonder  Crisps  sold  fromi  a  CuMuam  shop. 

7.  Mould  in  a  MeVitie’s  Gooseberry  Pie  bought  from,  a  Culham.  shop. 

8.  A.stringent  (sine)  taste  to  Cheese  Spread  sold  from,  a  Garsington  store. 

9.  Mould  in  a  Prccea  Sl.iced  Loaf  sold  from,  a  Chinnor  shop. 


The  Council's  decisions  in  respect  of  the  f oregoing  comiplaint.i  r  ..  ulted  in 
the  foil owing  action  being  taken  ; 


(a)  C emp .1  ai nt s  N qs  .  :  Letters  were  sent  to  the  nrodu.ocr 


“cod  expressing 


Ir 


p.  n 


id  8 


(I’i 


Comp  led  nt.?  . 
i  PT  ’  -z,  T  rC 


and 


(  C  omulaj n t^  No.  6 


the  Ccuncd.l’ s  concern  ai  these  incidents,  end 
pointing  out  thr:t  consideration  vcv.ld  be  given  to 
the  taking  of  legal  proceedings  should  similar 
incidents  occur  in  the  future. 

Letters  v-ero;  sent  to  the  retailers  of  food  xur-v.-ing 
c  ;i  m  i.  1  a  r  s  e  n  t  d.  m  s  n  t  r  ?  n  1.  \va  r 2ii  r.  g  s  '•  s  d.  n  ^  a ) . 

Y,  number  complaints  could  h''''v  n  ■  vod.led  tho 
rctaileT'c  hoH  familiarised  themselves  ith  producers’ 
cod’e.s  and  advd.ce  on  shelf  life  of  nertdeudar 


■ols 


and 

these  ne 

rsons  /'ere  advised  tc  omn 

Icy  b 

o' 

ette 

r 

m.' 

at hods 

of 

stock  rot 

at ion  in  future. 

S  om.e  resnons 

ibilitj.’’  m.ust: 

00 

placed  '-.n 

the 

pure 

ha 

s 

''  T*  S 

Vvh  0 

should  e 

xam:i.ne ,  ’..Icon''’ 

ver 

‘  pOSOd.bjA; 

,  the 

f  00 

p 

' .  i. 

r- 

1. 

j 

pci: 

nt  of  sal 

e  so  that  any 

di 

.epute  as 

to  it 

.s  fi 

tim 

- 

for 

con.sum.pt 

i  on  mh'i.  bo 

■  et 

tied  then 

betw 

cen 

sel 

ler 

and 

hiu/er. 

No  : 

further  a 

cticn  v/as  teJ: 

en 

owing  to 

the  r 

clue 

4"  o 

\j  •-  • 

n 

n ; 

of 

the  punch 

aser  to  ,’cin 

in 

anv  furth 

cr  01’ 

d-  C  0  >  • 

R  : 

;  t .. 

^  ■■  5 

and 

to  lack 

of  e\d donee  t 

hat 

,  -In  fact 

,  th.. 

“  oc 

'd 

sold  from  the  shop  in  question. 


Destruction  of  Food  by  Mice 


-ket  of  In/O/ns  Jane  Torts  a  apparent l^^"  nibbled  by  mice  bought  from  a 
Berinsfield  store,  idlthcugh  further  evidence  of  da.magc  b^,'  m.icc  v.as  fou!n: 
the  urcatm-ont  given  by  the  Council’s  "'ests  Officer  ‘iM  net  sho,:  th  L.  aico 
v;3rc  irdiabiting  nremd.ses.  The  store  rrianager  was  asked  to  ‘.mrrevv^  hd.s 
storage  methods  S',  as  to  affend  better  orotoction  from  verm.in. 
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The  proprietor  or  restaurant  premises  at  Wheatley  has  been 
iniorined  that  the  Council  will  consider  taking  legal  proceedings 
unless  immediate  proposals  are  submitted  for  the  Council’ s  approval 
which  vdll,  Y.'hen  carried  out,  remedy  the  numerous  contraventions  of 
tne  Regulations  existing  in  the  premises. 

The  Council  have  also  warned  the  proprietors  of  tv;o  other 
restaurant  premises,  one  at  Benson  and  the  other  at  Dorchester,  uhat 
consideration  vdll  be  given  to  the  taking  of  legal  proceedings  unless 
remedial  works  are  put  in  hand  iiniaeaiately  which  will  ensure  that  their 
premises  comply  vdth  the  Regulations, 

Tne  proprietor  of  a  Fish  and  Chip  shop  at  Berinsfield  applied 
for  permdssion  to  use  a  mobile  van  for  the  sale  of  fish  and  chips.  The 
van  com];lied  with  the  Regulations  and  permission  has  been  given  for  its 
use. 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

II.G.T.  BOLTON,  M.R.S.H.  ,M.P.H.  I.  A. 

Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.RE;iD,  Ivl.P.H.I.A. ,  M.R.S.Hc 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

C.  V//ULACE,  M.P.H.I.A. 


Easby  House,  Northfield  End, 
Henley-on-Thames . 

RG9  2J^I. 

Tel:  Henley  2672 
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HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


S/iNITARY  CIRCUI.1STANCES 


V/ater  Supplies 

No  complaint  about  the  quality  of  water  supply  was  received  during  the  year. 

The  folloviang  table  shows  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied 
from  public  mains,  and  stand-pipes. 


— 

Mains 

direct 

Water 
to  house 

Mains  Water 
by  standpipe 

Houses 

Pop, 

Houses 

Pop, 

BIX 

253 

783 

CHECKENDON 

314 

950 

CROmiARSH 

491 

1  610 

— 

•• 

EYE  &  DUNSDEN 

1394 

4385 

— 

GORIl^JC 

1  219 

3765 

— 

G-ORINC  HEATH 

432 

13^8 

— 

— 

HARPSDEN 

1  56 

525 

— 

HIGHNOOR 

135 

434 

— 

IPSDEN 

110 

376 

— 

— 

KIDMORE  END 

734 

2288 

— 

mm 

1/IAPLEDURHAM 

747 

2479 

— 

NETTLEBED 

251 

862 

— 

mm 

NUFFIELD 

200 

704 

PISHILI.-STONOR 

113 

337 

2 

6 

ROTHERFIELD  GREYS 

124 

403 

— 

ROTHERFIELD  PEEPARD 

478 

1 466 

SHIPLAKE 

653 

1937 

SONNING  COIVMON 

1  292 

3930 

- 

— 

SOUTH  STOKE 

150 

460 

— 

STOKE  ROW 

226 

710 

1 

2 

SV/YNCQMBE 

87 

330 

— 

— 

WHITCHURCH 

287 

835 

— 

— 

WOODCOTE 

688 

2077 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

10534 

32984 

3 

8 
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HEriLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GEIMERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  March  1971a  consolidating  similar 
regulations  made  in  1  9^0  and  ^962c 

The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  regulations  and  grouped  according 


to  trades  are:- 

Retail  food  shops  (except  where  included  below)  65 
Butchers  9 
Bakehouses  2 
Cafes  (inCo  restairrants  but  not  pubsj  hotels)  4 
Hotels.,  public  houses  48 
School  kitchens  14 
Canteens  in  factories  and  offices  5 
Boarding  houses^  nursing  homes 5,  hospitals?  clubs  7 
Domestic  premises  used  for  catering  business  1 


These  premises  have  been  inspected  at  intervals  throughout  the  year? 
and  compliance  mtij  the  regulations  has  been  secured  without  the  need  for 
court  proceedings. 

However?  a  trend  noticed  duririg  the  year  is  an  increase  in  adver¬ 
tisements  for  "home  catering"  services.  Some  housewives  make  a  part- 
;^ime  business  of  preparing  food  in  their  homes  for  sale  either  through 
nev/spaper  advertisements  or  through  local  retailers.  The  domestic 
premises  in  which  this  food  is  prepared  are  subject  to  food  hygiene 
regulations  and  inspection  in  the  same  way  as  any  other  food  business. 

In  certain  cases  registration  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1 955  may  be 
necessary. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures?  only  one  private  house  is 
registered  for  the  preparation  of  food  for  sale.  Efforts  are  being 
made  to  locate  other  homes  used  for  purposes  of  a  food  business?  but  the 
public  should  be  warned  that  when  they  buy  food  prepared  in  homes  by 
part-time  caterers  the  premises  have  not  necessarily  been  inspected 
ubder  the  food  hygiene  regulations, 

OFFICES?  SHOPS  AND  RAHY/ilY  PRUCTSES  ACT?  I963 

There  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  registered 
under  this  Act?  mainly  due  to  the  developments  takir:ig  place  in  Caversham 
Park, 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows:- 
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HEI^ILEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Rep;istrations  and  G-eneral  Inspections 

Class  of  premises  Number  of  Total  number 

premises  newly  of  registered 

registered  dur-  premises  at 

ing  the  year  end  of  year 


Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspections  during 


Offices 

1 

32 

26 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops. 

5 

54 

52 

warehouses 

Catering  establish- 

0 

1 

1 

ments  open  to  the 
pub li c , c ant e ens 

0 

15 

15 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

3 

3 

Totals 

6 

105 

97 

Analysis  by  workplace  of 

persons  employed  in  registered 

premises  at  end 

.  of  year 

Class  of  workplace 

Number 

of  persons  employed 

Offices 

906 

Retail  shops 

204 

¥^olesale  departments,  warehouses 

12 

Catering  establishments 

open  to 

the  public 

87 

Canteens 

14 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6 

Total 

1  229 

Total: 

Males 

667 

Females 

562 

Number  of  visits  of  all 

kinds 

(including  general  inspections) 

14.9 

to  registered  premises 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 


COilLAINTS  OF  NUISANCE 

1 76  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Disposal  of  wastes 
from  intensive  farms  continued  to  give  rise  to  complaints  in  several 
parishes  when  liquid  slurries  were  sprayed  or  spread  on  land  near  houses. 
Small  flies  in  private  houses  near  a  mushroom  farm  gave  rise  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  complaints  during  the  summer.  After  investigation 
with  the  assistance  of  an  entomologist  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
it  was  concluded  that  under  certain  conditions  flies  of  the  phoridae  family 
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(which  breed  in  different  kinds  of  decaying  organic  matter)  tend  to  be  more 
nijmerous  generally  and  are  attracted  to  the  area  of  a  mushroom  farm  in 
particularly  large  numbers ^  It  is  understood  that  the  mushroom  farm  in 
question  is  to  be  closed  shortlyo 

Ten  complaints  about  noise  were  the  subject  of  investigationo  The 
use  of  circular  saws  gave  rise  to  two  complaints;  dogs,  children  and 
model  aircraft  were  the  cause  of  other  complaints  but  in  no  case  was  there 
coiasidered  to  be  a  statutory  nuisance  o 

LITTER  AID  STREET  CLEANING- 

A1  though  the  council  has  since  1966  operated  a  free  service  for  the 
collection  of  bulky  items  of  rubbish,  much  rubbish  continues  to  be 
dumped  at  roadsides o  In  1970  the  council  agreed  to  reimburse  parish  councils 

if  they  arranged  street  cleaning  in  their  parishes o  (Subject  to  a  maximum  of 

the  amount  produced  by  a  rate) 

The  follovang  parish  councils  have  taken  advantage  of  this  and  the  total 
annual  cost  is  at  present  £6860 

1  o  Sonning  Common  2o  Gorirxg  3o  South  Stoke 

4o  Crovmiarsh  5o  Stoke  RoWo 

Pest  Control 

The  contract  by  which  rats  and  mice  in  domestic  premises  are  dealt  with 
by  a  servicing  company  was  renewed  during  the  yearo  The  same  company  also 
dealt  with  188  wasp  nests  on  behalf  of  the  council,  for  which  a  charge  of 
£94  was  made*  The  public  health  inspectors  gave  advice  about  the  variety 
of  other  pests  about  vdiich  they  were  approachedo  These  were  mainly  autumn 
or  swarming  flies,  grey  squirrels,  ants  and  fleas. 

Housing  Acts 

The  public  health  inspector  dealt  with  1 8  applications  for  qualification 
certificates  during  the  yearo  Nine  certificates  were  issued  and  seven  re¬ 
fused  on  various  grounds*  In  the  other  two  cases  it  was  found  that  a 
certificate  was  not  necessary  as  the  tenancy  was  already  a  regulated  tenancy® 

One  house  was  represented  as  unfit  during  the  year  and  the  council 
accepted  an  undertaking  from  the  oym.er  that  it  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habitationo  Earl^  in  the  year  an  old  poultry  shed,  9  feet  x  6  feet,  without 
windows  was  found  to  have  been  the  home  of  an  elderly  man  for  several  yeans. 

He  accepted  an  offer  of  county  council  accommodation,  and  no  statutory 
action  was  necessary  to  secure  the  vacation  of  this  remarkably  unfit  dwelling. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  19 61 


Part  1  of  the  Act 

1  .  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number 

of 

Premises 

0) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

V/ritten 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(  i)  Factories  in  vdiich  Sections 

1 ,2,3)4  and  6  are  to  be 
eriforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  . . 

38 

46 

2 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  en-forced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers* 
premises ) . . 

I 

Total 

38 

46 

2 

2,  Cases  in  -which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
j  secutions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted 
(6) 

Pound 

(2) 

Remedied 

Referred 

(3) 

To  mi 

Inspector 

(4) 

By  mi 
Inspector 

(3) 

Want  of  cleamliness  (S.1) 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

Unreasonable  temperature( S . 3 ) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outv/ork)  .. 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

2 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork  (Sections  1 33  and  1 34)  NIL 
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PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


(RoG.'s  mid-year  1971  Home  Population  Estimate:  35?790) 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
BoPo  GARROD ,  MoR,SoHo,  MoAoPoHoIo 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

RoM„  CLAYTON,  MoA.P,HoIo 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

NoDo  GAYLER,  M„AoP,H<,I,  (Resigned  15th  Octo  1971) 

P  RAYBOULD,  MoAoPoHoI.  (Appointed  15th  Nov«  1971) 


Council  Offices,  Waverley  House,  Bicester, 
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Ploughley  Rural  District 


SANITARY  CIRCUI'^S TANGES 


V/ATER  SUPPLY 


180  houses,  excluding  married  quarters,  were  connected  to  a  mains  water  supply 
during  the  year. 

Samples . 

41  specimens  of  water  from  private  bores  and  wells  were  examined,  and  kV/C  of 
the  samples  showed  danger  to  health.  V/here  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained, 
the  supply  was  subsequently  sampled  after  action  had  been  taken  to  remedy  the  cause 
of  pollution  until  good  results  were  obtained. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  and  number  of 
populatjV-  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  house  or  by  means  of 
standpipes ; - 


PARISH 

Mains  V/ater 

Direct  to  House 

1  Mains  V/ater  by  "j 

means  of  Standpipe 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Ambrosden 

413 

1716 

i 

Ardley 

188 

620 

Arncott 

140 

750 

... 

Begbroke 

195 

720 

Blackthorn 

236 

675 

— 

Bletchingdon 

244 

920 

* 

- 

Bucknell 

77 

340 

— 

Caversf ield 

323 

1130 

j 

Charlton-on~Otmoor 

121 

430 

— 

1 

Chesterton 

169 

600 

— 

Cottisford 

46 

176 

— 

Fencott  S:  Murcott 

53 

172 

Finmere 

92 

306 

Fringford 

173 

522 

— 

— 

Fritwell 

189 

640 

Godington 

14 

42 

Gosford  S:  Water  Eaton 

542 

2010 

— 

Hampton  Gay  Sr  Foyle 

51 

197 

— 

Hardwick-with-Tusmore 

9 

88 

- 

Hethe 

104 

312 

Horton-cum~Studley 

142 

406 

— 

Islip 

226 

775 

- 

— 

Kidlington 

2951 

11030 

2 

2 

Kirtlington 

243 

888 

— 

Launton 

353 

1226 

Lower  Heyford 

154 

460 

Merton 

75 

270 

— 

— 

Middleton  Stoney 

92 

287 

— 

i 

Mixbury 

Newton  Purcell -with- 

78 

256 

w 

- 

Shelsv/ell 

36 

119 

— 

“ 

N  oke 

46 

152 

-  3  - 


Ploughley  Rural  District 


PARISH  . 

Mains  V/ater 

Direct  to  House 

Mains  V/ater  by 

means  of  Standpipe 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Oddington 

21 

104 

... 

Piddington 

104 

475 

- 

- 

Shipton-on-Cherwell  & 

Thrupp 

127 

484 

- 

- 

Somerton 

80 

254 

- 

- 

Souldern 

140 

446 

- 

- 

Stoke  Lyne 

58 

245 

- 

- 

Stratton  Audley 

108 

464 

- 

- 

Upper  Heyford 

466 

1612 

- 

- 

V/endlebury 

97 

380 

- 

- 

V/eston-on-the-Green 

164 

580 

- 

- 

Yarnton 

617 

2136 

■ 

TOTALS 

*9757 

+35,415 

2 

2 

*  At  end  of  year  +  Estimated  mid-year  population. 

In  addition,  there  is  an  estimated  caravan  population  of  300  supplied  with  mains 
water. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  district  used  by  the  public;  one  in  the  grounds 
of  an  hotel  and  one  at  a  motel.  Together  with  a  bath  at  a  private  school,  these  have 
continuous  circulation  equipment  for  filtration  and  chlorination. 

8  samples  were  taken  from  the  baths  during  the  year,  and  of  these  3  were  reported 
as  being  unsatisfactory.  The  owners  were  informed  each  time  an  adverse  result  was 
reported  by  the  Analyst,  and  took  the  necessary  action  to  ensure  the  purity  of  the  water. 

the  use  of  colour  comparitors  by  the  individual  operators  for  regular  daily 
checks  ensures  a  constant  maintenance  of  water  quality. 

Many  of  the  v.i  .lage  schools  now  have  their  own  small  swimming  pools  and  some  of 
these  received  visits  in  addition  to  sampling  by  the  County  Council. 

C'  '  ERAGE. 

The  Finmere  scheme  has  been  completed. 

A  scheme  for  Somerton,  Upper  and  Lower  Heyford  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

Schemes  for  Noke  and  Bucknell  are  being  prepared. 

73  new  connections  to  the  sev;er  v/ere  made  during  the  year  as  follows:-  Hampton 
Gay  8f  Foyle  (21);  Kidlington  (11);  Finmere  (10);  Lower  Heyford  and  Merton  (4  each); 
Ardley,  Charlton-on -Otmoor,  Chesterton  and  Weston-on-the-Green  (3  each);  and  Arncott, 
Begbroke,  Blackthorn,  Bletchingdon,  Bucknell,  Fringford,  Fritwell,  Horton-cum-Studley , 
Launton,  Piddington  and  Wendlebury  (  1  each). 


Ploupihley  Rural  District 


HOUSING 


During  9  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Council,  1  bungalow  and  4  flats 

at  ridlington  and  4  bungalows  at  Lower  Heyford.,  A  further  16  bungalows  are  under 
construction  at  Bletchingdono 

A  total  of  129  private  enterprise  houses  were  built  during  the  year  - 
Kidlington  (35);  Ardley  (22);  Chesterton  (13);  Begbroke  and  Stratton  Audley  (9  each); 
Launton  (8);  Kirtlington  and  Merton  (6  each);  Arncott  (5);  Fritwell  (3);  Finmere, 
Piddington  and  Weston-on-the-Green  (2  each)  and  Bletchingdon,  Fringford,  Gosford  & 
Water  Eaton,  Hethe,  Islip,  Souldern  and  V/endlebury  (1  each)*  In  addition  there  are 
207  private  enterprise  houses  under  construction. 

Caravans . 

There  are  two  licensed  caravan  sites  -  one  for  6  caravans  and  one  for  44  caravans* 
A  further  70  other  caravans  on  individual  site  licences  are  scattered  throughout  the 
district. 

Overcrowding  and  Housing  Demand. 

There  is  little  overcrowding  by  the  official  standards,  although  these  are  very 
lowo  At  the  end  of  1971  there  were  3^19  applicants  for  Council  houses  -  an  increase 
of  47  over  the  1970  figures® 

Housing  Act*  1957  -  Section  l6. 

Demolition  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  . o .  . « *  1 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  ... 

"  ”  to  reconstruct  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  Demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ’ •  ...  ...  4 

Unfit  houses  made  fit,  and  houses  in  which  defects  wore  remedied,  all  by  owners: 

After  informal  action  by  L  oAo  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  oo;  1^-7 

After  formal  action  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ..<>  ..»  2 

After  formal  action  under  Public  Health  Acts 

in  default  of  owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  “ 

After  formal  action  under: 

Sections  9  and  l6,  Housing  Act  1957  «.•  •••  •••  »  2 

After  formal  action  under  Housing  Act,  1957 

in  default  of  owner  ...  i®.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ~ 

Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957 

(Demolition  Orders  revoked) . .  2 
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Ploughley  Rural  District 


Housing  Act,  1969* 


Imnrovement  Grants . 

. .  !■  -I  ■■■■ 

Number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  received 
"  ”  ”  ■  T'  ved  by  Local  Authority  ... 

”  "  "  for  Standard  Grants  received 

"  "  "  approved  by  Local  Authority 


67 

36 

16 

22 


Rent  Acts  1937  and  1967- 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  these  Acts. 

Housing  Act,  I969  -  Section  44. 

The  following  applications  for  qualification  certificates  were  received 
during  the  year:- 

For  dwellings  provided  with  standard  amenities 

No.  of  applications  received  .  7 

”  "  "  granted  .  5 

"  ’’  ”  under  consideration  .  2 

For  dwellings  not  yet  provided  with  standard  amenities 


No.  of  applications  received  . 

”  ”  provisional  certificates  granted  ... 

"  "  applications  under  consideration 


RODENT  AMD  PEST  CONTROL 


A  full  return,  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9i  has  been  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  year  ended  31st  December , 1971 , 
and  the  following  is  a  summary 


Properties  inspected  for  first  time  during  year 
Number  of  inspections,  including  re-inspections 
Properties  infested  with  rats  . 


232 

I4l4 

158 


Properties  infested  with  mice  . 

Treatments  carried  out  . 

Treatm.ents  against  insect  and  other  pests 


36 

970 

184 


The  Ministry  agreed  in  I97O  to  a  three-year  exemption  for  baiting  of  foul  water 
sewers.  However  these  have  been  inspected  at  various  times  and  no  trace  of  rats  has 
been  found. 
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Ploughley  Rural  District 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963. 

There  are  1P8  premises  registered  under  the  Act,  and  during  the  year  203  inspections 
were  made  of  such  premises.  Informal  notices  were  served  in  the  case  of  8  premises  in 
which  various  contraventions  were  found.  This  work  is  now  being  ’’stepped  up”. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  I963. 

There  are  four  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  in  the  district.  A  high  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  maintained  at  these  premises  to  prevent  infectious  or  contagious  disease, 
and  the  operators  of  the  Establishments  have  co-operated  with  the  Council's  Officers  in 
every  way  to  achieve  this.  No  problems  have  arisen  with  these  establishments. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  I93I. 

The  two  licensed  Pet  Shops  in  the  district  have  now  ceased  trading. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  two  general  slaughterhouses  and  a  knacker's  yard  in  the  area.  To  give 
full  protection  to  the  public,  a  100?i  inspection  is  made  of  all  animals  intended  for 
human  consumption. 

Carcases  of  Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned: - 


Cattle 

exc . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

377 

31 

42 

773 

1010 

2233 

Number  inspected 

377 

31 

42 

773 

1010 

2233 

All  diseases  except 
Tubprculosis  8-:  Cysticerci 

'hole  carcases  condemned 

4 

7 

9 

9 

13 

1 

44 

Carcases  of  \  hic’”  some 
organ  or  part  was 
condemned 

22 

7 

1 

14 

44 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
(>.;cnse  other  than 
'iUberculosis  or  Cysticerci 

<  0 

•  ^ 

43.2 

21,4 

1,3 

2o9 

1 

3o9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

OM 

Carcases  of  v;hic?-  S'-r.e 
organ  or  part  was 
condemned 

i 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  som.e 
organ  or  part  was 
condemned 

1 

1  [ 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  V’’’ refri|p:ation 

— 

1 

Generalised  •  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

f 

t 

1 

t 

_ _ [ 
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Ploughley  Rural  District 


Method  and  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Condemned  meat  is  removed  from  the  district  and  processed  for  fertilisers,  manures 
and  animal  feeding;  other  condemned  food  is  burnt  and/or  buried. 

Precis  of  Condemned  j 'od  List 

Total  weight  of  food  condemned: 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs . 

Stones 

Lb 

Meat  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

19 

1 

1 

11 

Other  Foods 

•  •  • 

9 

1 

1 

13 

TOTAL 

•  •  • 

4 

8 

3 

1 

10 

In  addition  a  quantity  of  assorted  frozen  foods  and  ice  cream  were  condemned 
following  the  breakdown  of  refrigerated  storage  cabinets. 


Poultry  Processing. 

There  are  no  large  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

Several  farmers  and  poultry  men  undertake  slaughter  on  their  own  premises  in 
the  weeks  prior  to  Christmas. 

The  need  for  vigilance  is  greatest  at  premises  where  carcases  are  dressed  prior 
to  dispatch  to  the  retailer.  There  being  no  licensing  of  such  premises  it  is  impossible 
to  have  knowledge  of  them  all  and  in  consequence  there  is  the  risk  of  poultry  being 
prepared  for  the  table  under  unsatisfactory  conditions  v;hich  remain  undetected. 


Number  and  Tyne  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Grocers  and  General  Food  Shops 

Greengrocers  ...  . 

Butchers  Shops  . 

Confectioners  . 

Public  Houses  .  ... 

Off-licence  premises  . 

Licensed  premises  . 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

V/et  Fish  Shops . 

Bakehouses  . 

Dairies  .  *  •  • 

Restaurants  8<  Hotels  ...  ... 


58 

9 

17 

15 

58 

7 

12 

8 
2 
1 
2 
4 
9 


All  food  premises,  including  shops  and  travelling  shops,  are  regularly  inspected. 
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At  the  end  of  197'^  and  the  beginning  of  1972  we  have  instituted  a  campaign  on  food 
hygiene  in  public  houses,  hotels,  restaurants,  shops  and  warehouses o  Several  improvements 
have  been,  or  will  be,  made  to  improve  the  conditions  under  the  Regulations  so  as  to 
raise  the  standard  of  equipment  and  methods o  Illustrated  lectures  have  been  given  to 
the  staff  and  management  of  one  hotel  on  food  hygiene  and  handling  of  food,  and  great 
improvements  have  been  obtained®  A  systematic  and  constant  series  of  inspections  will  be 
continued,  at  frequent  intervals,  to  maintain  a  high  standard  throughout  the  food 
premises  in  the  area. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 ♦ 

Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  18  applied 

"  "  "  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  l8 

"  ”  "  to  which  Regulation  21  applied 

"  "  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  21 

Premiises  Registered  under  Section  l6  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act  193^ » 


For  sale  of 

ice  cream 

:  89 

(inspections 

made  : 

Preparation 
sausages  Sr 

manufacture  of 
cooked  meats 

J  7 

( 

• 

Preparation 
by  cooking 

of  fish 

:  2 

( 

It 

• 

190 

187 

163 

163 


28 

83) 

•13) 


The  Oxfordshire  Show. 

Following  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  last  year,  the  Oxfordshire 
Agricultural  Society  kept  to  their  promise  to  improve  the  facilities  which  they 
provide e  Nevertheless,  there  remains  a  tendency  amongst  some  food  handlers  to  treat 
trading  under  canvas  as  a  bit  of  light  reliefo  This  coupled  with  the  ’’Here  today  and 
gone  tomorrow”  attitude  of  others  renders  it  necessary  to  have  a  public  health 
inspector  on  the  ground  throughout  the  two  days  of  the  show. 

Once  again  the  full-time  travelling  traders  at  the  two-day  Kirtlington  Lamb  Ale 
Feast  were  found  to  maintain  excellent  conditions » 

Market . 


An  open  air  weekly  market  was  established  tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  on  the 
car  park  at  the  rear  of  the  Sterling  Cinema  at  Kidlington. 

Initially  a  butcher  g'-ve  great  cause  for  concern,  but  following  a  serious  warning 
of  possible  prosecution  for  contravention  of  The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 1970, 
he  has  fortunately  disappeared  from  the  scene.  His  place  has  been  filled  by  a  local 
butcher  whose  wares  are  completely  wrapped  prior  to  arrival  at  his  stall. 

A  fish  stall  is  operated  under  reasonable  conditions  and  the  only  other  regular 
vendor  of  open  food  is  a  greengrocer  and  fruiterer. 

V/ith  the  almost  total  disappearance  of  open  fronted  food  shops  it  is  unfortunate 
that  the  sale  of  food  from  open  stalls  should  be  started  where  no  such  practice  has 
formerly  existed,  particularly  where  the  ground  surface  is  loose  and  subject  to 
lifting  by  the  wind. 

Judging  by  the  amour of  public  support,  the  housewife  is  either  none  too 
conscious  of  food  hygiene  ,  ^r  perhaps  has  implicit  faith  in  the  public  health 
inspectorate . 
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Complaint . 

An  unusual  complaint  concerning  the  staining  of  white  washing  hung  out  to  dry  in 
one  part  of  the  district  was  received  during  the  course  of  the  year.  The  complainant 
was  convinced  that  the  source  of  the  trouble  was  a  newly  established  industrial  plant, 
employing  sand  and  gravel . 

Enquiries  at  neighbouring  properties  failed  to  establish  similar  cause  for 
complaint  and  eventually  an  item  of  stained  clothing  was  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
who  reported  as  follows  - 

"It  is  evident  from  the  test  results  that  the  staining  has  not  been  caused  by 
particulate  fall-out  from  the  atm.osphere. 

The  staining  appears  to  be  due  to  the  failure  of  the  optical  brightening  agent 
on  patches  of  the  garment.  It  is  possible  that  the  use  of  a  laundry  bleach  either  as 
a  pre-wash  soak  or  during  the  washing  process  has  caused  this.  White  clothing,  as 
purchased,  will  have  been  treated  with  optical  brightening  agent  to  give  the  white 
effect,  and  the  whiteness  will  be  further  enhanced  when  OoBcA.'s  from  washing  powders 
are  deposited  on  the  material  during  subsequent  washing.  It  is  known,  however,  that 
hypochlorite  bleach  and  other  chlorine  bleaches  make  many  O.B.A's  turn  yellow,  and 
this  m.ay  cause  a  yellow  patchy  result  on  clothing." 

The  complainant  was  advised  to  take  up  the  matter  with  the  washing  pov/der 
manufacturer,  who  unfortunately  did  not  reply  to  her  letter, 

SMIAPY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPEGTOPS’  WORK 
DURING  1 971 . 


Number  of  complaints  received 

"  "  Notices  served  (informal) 

"  "  "  "  (statutory) 


Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts 
Number  of  prosecutions 


31 

70 

8 

6 

2 


Number  of  Inspections 


4980 


Houses  inspected: 

Public  Health  Acts  .  79 

Housing  Acts  .  392 

Re-visits  to  property  under  notice  .  862 

Interviews  with  owners  .  184 

Complaints  investigated  .  3I 

Houses  disinfected  . 

Caravans  ...  .  ...  194 

V/ater  supplies  and  sampling  .  6? 

Drainage  inspections  . 

Public  Cleansing  .  '1 233 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ■ .  II3 
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Ploughley  Rural  District 


Number  of  Inspections  (cont'd) 


Offices,  Shops  Sr  Railway  Premises 
Factories  and  V'orkshops  . .  ♦ 

Bakehouses  . 

Fried  fish  shops  . 

Butchers  shops  . 

Animal  Slaughterhouses 

Ice  cream  premises  . 

Catering  Establishments 

Food  premises  . 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Pet  Animals  Act  S:  Pet  Shops  .  . . 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

Dairies  and  Milk  shops 

Food  Sc  Drugs  Act  (Unsound  food) 

Betting  &  Gaming  Act  . o .  ... 

Rodent  £:  Pest  Control . 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  ... 

Air  Pollution  . 

Civic  Am.enities . 

Animal  Nuisance  ...  ...  ... 
Other  Visits  . 


Act 


203 

19 

16 

13 
83 

329 

28 

207 

209 

10 

3 

282 

6 

16 

14 

8 

26 

51 

280 


Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated. 
Dwellinghouses . 

Repaired  or  made  fit  ...  ...  ... 

Provided  with  damp-proof  course  . 

External  walls  pointed  or  rendered 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  . 

Eavesgutters  8;  rainv/ater  pipes  renewed 
Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired 

Yard  paving  repaired  . 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc . 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  . 

Handrails  provided  . 

V/indows  made  to  open,  repaired  etc. 

Doors  repaired,  re-hung  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired,  re-set  or  renewed  ... 


71 

41 

61 

39 

53 

32 
38 
63 
63 
34 

33 

65 

58 

12 
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rioughley  Rural  Distric 

Number  of  defects  or  Muinances  'bated  (cont’d) 

Food  stores  prov?lded,  repaired  etc. 

Nevj  sinks  provided  and  fixed  . 

fink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Drains  repaired  or  re-constructed 
V/aterclosets  provided  or  renev/ed  ... 

/•nimals  irrnr openly  kept  . 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ... 

OTira  DUTIF3 


3'^ 

56 

12 

69 

208 


The  Department  is  also  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Council  house 
application  list,  which  entails  interviewing  applicants  for  such  accommodation,  and 
the  keeping  of  all  records  of  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  for  submission  to  the 
Council . 

Under  the  Petroleum  (Reg’jlation)  ..•■cts,  the  Department  is  concerned  with  the 
inspection,  testing  of  tanks  and  licensing  of  petroleum  storage  installations. 

There  are  at  present  9^  petroleum  storage  licences  in  force  throughout  the  district 
the  total  storage  capacity  licensed  is  just  over  a  quarter  million  gallons. 

The  Department  keeps  the  register  of  scrap  metal  dealers  under  the  Scrap  Metal 
Dealers  Act,  19^4;  there  are  nine  such  dealers  registered  in  the  area. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  also  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Betting, 
Gaming  and  Lotteries  Act  and  The  Licensing  Act. 

Public  Cleansing  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  Department,  a  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  and  controlled  tipping  on  two  Council  owned  tips  being- 
operated  . 

The  scheme  for  street  cleansing  on  the  main  shopping  areas  and  car  park  of 
Kidlington  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

FACTORIFS  ACT,  I96I . 

There  are  56  factories  in  the  area  in  tv;o  of  which  sections  1,2, 3,4, 6  and  7 
of  the  Factories  Act  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  re.mainder 
Section  7  only.  ID  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  period. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  under  the  Act. 


Part  VI il  of  the  Act 


There  are  two  knovm  outv/erkers  in  the  District  engaged  in  dressmaking. 


Ploughley  Rural  District 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

I’/ritten 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i  ^ctories  in  which  Sections 

1,2,3i^^  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

15 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

56 

13 

- 

- i 

_ I _ i 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  - 


I 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  v;hich  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H,K. 
Inspector 
(4). 

'rred 

By  H.Mo 
Inspector 
(5) 

V/ant  of  cleanliness  (Sd) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S„3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S,4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S«6) 

Sanitai-y  Conveniences  (I  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork 

•• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■  . . .  i 

i 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

I 
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